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PREFACE. 



IVhat difiinguifkes this Pamphlet from thye 
which have, been written on the fame fubjett. — A"<>- 
thhig but scripture and reason can make the 
Colonies properly fubmit to Great Britain. 



THE Author of thefe letters confukrs the 
American controverfy chiefly in a rclipjous 
light, which gives him an opportunity of making 
fome remarks, that have probably efcaped the at- 
tention of other writers on this fubjeft. The du- 
ty of paying taxes to the protective power, is To 
ftrongly connefted with chriftianity, that the Co- 
lon i its mult prattically give up the fcriptures, or 
fubmit to the reasonable demands of the Britifh 
legiflature. It is to be wifhed, that we had made 
ufe of the Bible, in this controverfy. For, how 
much foever that venerable book is difregarded by 
fome of ou/ great men, the bulk of the Americans, 
and our religious patriots in England, dare not def- 
pife it. Mr. Evans, for one, fpeaking of the doc- 
trine defended in thefe fheet&, fays, 44 Should you 
indeed prove it to be a scRiPTURE-do&rine, &c. 
I am not afraid to promife you the moft abfolute 
fubtniflion to it as a chriltian. The authority of 
scripture 1 revere above every other The 
contefted doftrine is here defended by fciipturc 
againft Mr.Evans ; and if he (lands to his "promife" 
A a w 
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we may hope foon to fee him give the Colonift* 
an example of due " fubmifiion" 

When a great empire is divided againft itfelf \ 
— when a- powerful country, and a number of 
ftrong Colonies, draw up all their force* to ' en- 
counter each other in the field ; — when the two 
contending powers are fubdivided into a warm ma- 
jority and a heated minority, ready to begin m 
i'eccnd interline war ; — 2nd when every individual 
is concerned as an afclor, fufferer, or fpeclator, in 
the bloody tragedy which is acled ; it is natural 
for all lovers of their country to afk, How can the 
dreadful controverfy be ended ? Is ft by the 
difhtes of fcripture and reafon, or by the force of 
arms ? 

If the author is not rnjftaken, Arms [though 
ufeful in their placej will never properly end the 
contefi. Should we overpower the American Co- 
lonics, they will remain unconvinced. Far from 
being reconciled to therr mother-country, they 
will Hill look upon her as an imperious Hep-mother 
who adds tyranny to oppreiTion, and murder to 
robbery. Nor will they fubmit to her any longer 
than the force,, which has fubdued them, (hall con- 
tinue to prefs and keep them down. And what 
fball we gain by this method, but perplexity, dan- 
ger, and continual alarm ? The condition of the 
Colonifts will be as wretched as that of indignant 
prifoners, who are under a military guard : And 
our flate will be as uncomfortable as that of a jailor 
who watches over a numerous body of defperate 
captives, intent upon making their efcape at the 
hazard of their lives. Under God, far more may 
then be expected, in the iffue, from fcripture and 
reafon than from arms. Beafls and favagea can 
be conquered by fire and fword ! but it is the glo- 
ry of men and chriiiians to be fubdued by argu- 
ment and fcripture. Force may indeed bend the 
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body, but truth alone properly bends the mind. 
Whilft our armies prepare to engage the majority 
in America with the dreadful implements of war, 
it will not therefore be amifs to engage* the ccclc- 
(iaftical minority in England, with the hannlcfs 
implements of controvci fy. On fome occafions, 
one pen may do more execution than a battery of 
cannon : A page of well-applied fcriptures may 
be of more ex ten five ufe than a field of battle : And 
drops of ink may have a greater effect than dreams 
of blood. If a broad fide can fink a man of war, 
and fend a thoufand men to the bottom : a good 
argument can do far more: fork can fink a pre- 
judice, which fits out a hundred fliips, and arm*, 
it may be, fifty thoufand men. How infciior then 
is the fpear of Mars, to the Jword of the Spirit I 
And how juftly did Solomon fay, A wife man is 
Jlrong ; efpecially if he is mighty in the Jcriptures % 
which can make us wife to fatvation ! 

The author dares not flatter himfelf to have the 
knowledge of logick and divinity, which are u% 
quifiteto do his fubjeft the juftice it deferves : but 
having for fome years oppofed falfe orthodoxy ', he 
may have acquired fome little fkill to oppofe fa[jk 
patriotifm : and having defended evangelical obedi- 
ence to God, againft the indirect attacks of fome 
minifters of the church of England ; he humbly 
hopes, that he may ftep forth a fecond time, and 
defend alfo conjlitutional obedience to the King, 
againft the indirect attacks or fome mini Hers, w ho 
" diffent from the eftablifhed church. Thofe, whom 
he encounters in thefe flieets, are the leading, 
ecclefiaftical patriots of the two greateft cities 
in the kingdom ; Mr. Evans being the cham- 
pion of the minority in Brifiol, as Dr. Price is in 
London. 

The. capital arguments of thefe two gentlemen 
are here brought to a triple tell, againft which 
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they rannot decently objeQ. And, if t 
execution keeps place with his defign, 
ticks are proved to be contrary to rtafm 
and the conftitution. Should his proof 
folid, and the publick vouchfafe to rq 
the boiflerou* patriotifm, which has 
turbed our peace, will give place to 
genuine patriotifm : the political mifl 
produces our divifions, will be plucke< 
roots ; the minds of our uneafy fell 
will be calmed ; our bloody conteft for 



Jove, and filial duty ; Parental love wil 
the Colonics with benign, lenient, anc 
offers of pardon, and peace; whilftfili 
difarm tnc mothcr.country by kind, a 
offers of manly fubraiflion. 
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To the Rev. Mr. EVANS, 
LETTER I. 



Rev. Sir. 

THE interefts of truth are often as much pro- 
moted, by the inconclufivcncfs of the argu- 
ments with which flie is attacked, as by the force 
of the reafons with which Ihe is defended. If lr.y 
Vindication of the Calm Addrefs has thrown fonie 
light upon the American controverfy, your Reply* 
Sir, in the iffue, may poflibly throw much more. 
Suppofing that plain truth can be compared to a 
good fteel ; and keen error to a lharp flint ; I ven- 
ture to fay, that the more any one ftrikes the fleel 
with fuch a flint, the more will the fragments of 
the broken ftone fhew the fupcrior folidity of the 
impugned metal : and the more eafily will fparks 
be collected to light the bright candle of truth. 
The public willjudge which arguments, yours or 
mine, will ferve the caufe of truth, by flying to 
pieces in the controverfial collifion. 

Delirous*to (hare the blefflngs, which our pa- 
cific Lord promifes to the meek and the peace* 
makers ; I mall, in thefe meets, neither throw oil 
upon the flame of the American revolt, nor blow 
up the coals of indignation, which glow in the 
breafls of our infulted Governors. Whatever 
xny performance and fuccefs may be, moderation 
and reconciling truth are my aim : I can affure 

you, 
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you Sir. that my utmoft ambition is to draw the 
line between unruly patrictifm and ftrviU fubjt&ion 9 
in fuch a manner as to give you, and our readers, 
an equal delegation of both thefe unconftitutional 
extremes. 

After throwing away all your firfl letter upon 
an ufelefs + qucflion, and beginning the fecond 
with an idle + report, you ftep into the tribunal of 
the Reviewers, and condemn my vindication be* 



t This u Griefs qurflion is, whether Mr. Wefley hid, or had 
not, forgot: en the- title of I know not what book, which he had 
recommended to Come of his friends, and which, thro' forgetfal- 
nefs, heafTerted that he had never feen ; til! upon pei filing the 
book, he difcovered and owned his miftake. Mr. Evini diverts • 
the reader's mind from the true qucflion, by fetting before kin 
eight letters, which patted between Mr. W. and others, about 
that infignificant particular. For my part I admit the public ac- 
knowledgment which Mr. W. has made of his forgetfulnefa ra- 
ther than Mr. Evans's infinuation, that he is not •« an honeft man}* 9 
and I do it (i) Becaufe it is bell to be on the fafer fide, which U 
that of charity : (a) Becaufe it is highly improbable that a wife 
man, except in cafe of forgetfulnefa, would deny a fact, which a 
jiumbi-r of proper witnefTescan prove, and are inclined to prove 
again ft him : And (3) Becaufe experience conftrains me to fympa* 
thize with thofe, whofe memory is at treacherous as my own. 
On a Sunday evening, after preaching three times, reading pray- 
ers, and being all day in acroud,A>r hurrying from place to place* 
my mental powers are fo incapacitated to do their office, that, ftT 
from being able to recollect the title of a book, which I have fees 
lome months before ; I frequently cannot, after repeated endea- 
vours, remember one of the texts, on which t have preached that 
very day. Now Mr. Wj lives all the year round in the hurry 
ana croud, in which I am on mybufy Sundays; and he is between 
70 and 80 years of age: a time of life this, when even the men, 
who enjoy uninterrupted icft, find that their memory naturally 
fail*. It Mr. Evans confiders this, he will not be fur prized that 
bis firfl letter has not had its intended effect upon me. 

t Th- idle report I mean is, that my Vindication "has received 
many additions and corrections from the pen of a celebrated no- 
bl'-man." This is a miftake; I find indeed fome errors of the 
prefs, which injure 'he fenfe of my book ; but I do not difcover 
one addition i:i "it, except that of two words ; and if Mr. Evans 
bcpleafcd to infpeft my manulcripf» he will fee that the few 
little uegativc emendations in it, were made by Mr. Wefley 's own 
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fore you have refuted one of rny arguments. A* 
if you were both judge and jury, without produ- 
cing one true witnefs, page 24, you authoritative- 
ly fay, " In flea d of argument, I meet with no- 
thing but declamation ; inftead of prccifion, artful 
colouring ; inftead of proof, prefumption ; in Head 
of conliftency, contradiction ; inftead of reason- 
ing, a firing of fophi dries." 

To fupport this precipitate fentencc, you rcprc- 
Icnt me as faying things which I never laid. 
Thus page 25, you write : " One while you tell 
us that our conftitution guards our properties, 
fa. againft the tyranny of unjuft, arbitrary, or 
cruel monarchs ; then you preach up with great Jo- 
ktonity, &c. that their fubjects have no more right 
to refift, than children or fcholars have a right to 
take away paternal or magiftcrial authority. " I 
defire, Sir, you would inform me where I advance 
iuch a doctrine. Far from "preaching it up with 
mat folemnity," . I abhor and deteft it. If a 
Nebuchadnezzar commanded me to worftiip his 
golden image, I would ^God being my helper^ 
rtjifi him as refolutely as did Shadrach. And fup- 
pofe the king and parliament were to lay a tax 
upon me, in order to raife money for the purcha- 
fing of poifon, wherewith to dcflroy my fcllow- 
fubje&s, I would refijt them, and ablblutely rcfufc 
to pay fuch a tax. 

When* you have made my doctrine odious, by 
lending me principles which I never advanced, 
or drawing confequences which have not the 
leaft connexion with my fentiments ; you preju- 
dice the public againft my book, by inftnuating, 
that I contradid myfclf, where it is plain I do not. 
Thus you fay, p. 26, 61 In one letter you tell us, 
The Colonifls are on a level with Britons in general ; 
in another, that They were never on a level with 
JEngland." This laft fentencc I fpake of the 
Colonies as dependent legiflatures, and not of the 
Colonifls : and both fentences in their place are 
perfectly confident. For, altho* not one of the 
Colonies was ever on a level with England 
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(an independent kingdom) with refpeft to /%• 
preme dominion ; yet all the Colonists are on a 
Level with Britons in general, with refpc& to feveral 
particulars enumerated juft before, as appears by 
the whole argumenjt, which f Vind. p. 23] runs ' { 
thus: " The mother-country and the parliament- j 
lioufc are as open to them [the Colonifts"] as to 1 
any freeborn Englifhman : they may purchafc 1 
free-holds, they may be made burgefles of corpo- ' 
rate towns, they may be chofen members of the 
houfe of commons, and fomc of them, if I miftake 
not fit already there. The Colonists are then on 
a level, not only with' fabfent j « Britons in general, 
but with all our members of parliament who are 
abroad.' Had you, Sir, quoted my words in 
this manner, your readers would have feen, that 
there isfomethlngin my letters befidcs contradiclion 
and fophijlry ; but it is far eafier to fliuffie the 
cards, than to win the game. 

Permit me, Sir, to produce another inflance of 
your polemical fkill : you fay, p. 24, " Your 
reafoning upon the quotation I made from the 
very learned Judge Blackflone is equally conclu- 
sive, &c. In a free {rate (fays Judge Blackftone) 
every man who is fuppofed a free agent, ought to 
be in fomc mcafurc his own governor ; and there- 
fore a branch, at lcaft, of the lcgiflative power 
Ihould rcfidc in the whole bony of the people. You 
rC ply,— .Your fcheme drives at putting the lcgiflative 
power in every body's hands," No, Sir, this is not 
my reply, but only a juft inference which I natur- 
ally drew from tny folid anfwer. My reply, - 
Vind. p. 16, runs thus : « But who are the whole 
body of the people f According to Judge Blackftone, 
every free agent* Then the argument proves too 
much ; for arc not women free-agents ? Yea, and 
poor as well as rich men." This, and this only I 
advanced as a reply to Judge Black (tone's argu- 
ment. I cannot therefore help being furprized 
at your miftake.— You keep my real anfwer to 
your argument out of fight : You render me ridi- 
culous b/producing as my anfwer , what is not my 
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anfwer at all ; and, before you conclude, you 

make me amends for this piece of patriotic liberty, 
by calling me " one of the mofl unmeaning and 
unfair controvcrtijls." The reader's Datience would 
fail, were I minutely to defcribc trie logical fha- 
tagems of this fort, by which you fuppou youi 
caufe, which I confeis (lands in need of all manner 
of props. 

However, in your fecond letter, you come to 
the question, which is, Whether the Colonics, 
as good men, good christians, and good fubj- cts, 
arc bound to pay moderate proportionable U\cs, 
for the benefit of the whole Britifh empire ; wh—.i 
fuch taxes arc legally laid upon them by the ,'u- 
preme protective power, that is, by the thrcs 
branches of the Britilh legiflature. 

In my Vindication of the Calm Addrefs, I l:jve 
produced the arguments which induce me to hc- 
lieve, that the doctrine of fuch taxation irrational, 
Jcriptural, and conjiitutional : And in your Rsply 
you attempt to prove, that it is contrary to ifrj;un 9 
Jcriptute, and the conjtitution. Let us fee how your 
attempt is carried on, and, 

First, how you difprove reasonableness of 
the taxation I contend for. 

Page 27, You fay, that you do not deny "the 
neceffity and propriety of fubjecls paying taxes." But 
in not denying this, Sir, do you not indirectly 
give up the point ? Do you not grant, that, as 
the Colonifts are not protected by the king alone, 
but by the whole legiflative power of Great Bii- 
tain, they are not under the jurisdiction of the 
king alone, but of all the Britifh krgiflature. Now 
if they are not the fubjecls of the king, as uncon- 
nected with the Britifh parliament ; but as con- 
ftitutionally connected with that high court, 
which fupplres him with proper (ubfidies to pro- 
T;e£t hts American dominions; it is evident that 
they owe taxes to the king and the Britifh parlia- 
ment i for you yourfelf acknowledge " the neceffity 
B 0$ 



sf sri;a -T* i-.:y:ir -.jjuu" to the fuprense power 
v >.:■:.". ptocidi ilira. 3uc which tax have they, 
r,t j^ti, cooienc^a :j pay ? Has it been a tax upon 
cr :~c~ 'Lir^pr paper ? 
Sh-.:^Li y-u re:Lv. cha: thev have offered to 

r iy rises to line i.-i.r ir.d their provincial afTem- 
I replj-. t.: "j ii ncc pa v. rrg capita! tri- 

h*j.".£ T ta whjcni cjfz.idi nrhiite ii^wi : For capital 
fr:cu:e L* d-ie cj iz^i si;ipi:al p:*;:cicr:\c rower ; and 
t>.c cjp.-ilpc^er rr. 1: probers -.he Oo!onilts. is 
not the >::r-^ inc. the regency cf Kir ever, or the 
xir.^ar.d the Iriti ^arliameiic nach I;is the king 
sr..-: 4 prcrinciil aircrricLy ; fcu: the king and th« 
Mr parliament. Kid the ArrericiTTS got their 
* . : h under :he p rc:scV of :.: : I l k : had the 
Hanoverian £eeti r c;p; ci :"-e Spaniih fh : ps from 
the American coafii ; or hid ic-adrcni of Ameri- 
can rr.cn of war :.?a:of :he French fleets : I would 
nor. reiirafe a cement to arEriru t r , at the Colo- 
n.:V ojgi.t to pay pro pert ion able taxes to the king 
the irijh parliacer.: ; to th- elector and re- 
gency of Hanover; cr co :he auit of Britiflt 
Arricrica and the American aiTemS lie 5. But, when- 
A\ th:» has been done for the Coloniils by the 
V \r.fr and the Eriiijk parliament, I confcis to you 
S ., *!-.at ff-tting afidc the con f.ie ration of the 
Jr>v **id duty, which, colonics owe to their mo- 
f}icr-countrv,j I cannot fee what law of gratit ude, 
equity, and juftice the Colonifts can plead, to 
rrfufe paying the king and the Brtiifh pari lament 
moderate and proportionable taxes. 

Page 36, You indirectly appeal to the cafe of 
the patriots of Charles's days," who refufed to 
pay tlm tax called fdp-vioney^ l>ut their caufe was 
far better than that of the Americans. The (hip- 
money was demanded by the king alunt ; but the 
kin«5 nbmt is not the fupreme legiflative power 
that protcfls the fubje&s of Great Britain, becaufe . 
Jic can make no laws and of confequence raife no 
taxes, without the concurrence of the parliament. 
The patriots qf the laft century were not then 
alifolutcly bound, either by the law of God, or 
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the law of the land, to pay a tax, wh:Vi hid not 
the fanftion of the legiflativc power ; a nioiuy- 
t bill patted by the king alone y being no law at all 

(according to the Britifti conllitution. Hut a pro- 
portionable money-bill, as the (lamp aft.— a bill 
paflcd by the complete legiflative power of Great 
Britain, is every way binding in all t!ic domi- 
nions of Great Britain. Whoever refills fuzk 
a law, breaks off with the leg illative power, 
aiFccis indcpcndence 9 and commences a petty 
fovereign. 

I have faid that a rightful «« fovereign has a rijht 
to live by his noble bufmefs and becaufc I have 
oblervcd, that in England the fovereign, [i. e. 
the legiflative, and protective power! is the king 
and his parliament, you fuppofe I nave poured 
ftarae upon the caufe I defend. <5 So, etc. ! fay 
}rou page 25'J " a member of parliament, inllcai 
of vacating his feat, ought to have a place pro vi- 
ded for him upon his becoming a member of t lie 
legiflaturc." No, Sir ; your inference has no 
connexion with my doflrinc. If you had laid, 
that every member of parliament, while he attend* 
the parliament, has a right to a public mainte- 
nance fuitable to his (hare in the legiflature ; you 
would have faid what I mean, and what no un- 
prejudiced perfon will deny. If the king and par- 
liament ordered that all the attending members 
(hall be honourably entertained during the fefhon # 
at the expence of the public : and that a proper 
(urn fhall be annually raifed to difchargc this ex- 
pence ; what Briton would be fo niggardly, un- 
grateful and unjuft, as to find faujt with fuch a 
itaVute ? Was our Lord miltaken when he faid, 
Tht labourer is. worthy of his hire ? If the fpeakcr 
who is the principal member of the houfe of Com- 
mons, enjoys, as fpeakcr, an income of fomc 
thoufand pounds a year, does he not " live by his 
bufmefs ?" Might not all the other members do 
the fame in due proportion ? When they exempt 
themfelves and their friends, from paying the tax 
which we cMfoftage> do they not (hew that the 
B 2 \t^atoa^ 
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legiflature have pecuniary rights which other Bri-» 
tons have not ? And if their generofity prevents 
their ufing thofe felf-evident rights, mould we 
not extol their difintereftednefs, rather than pour 
contempt upeflfr their reafonablc and conftitutional 
prerogative ? 

Unable to invalidate my do&rine by any juft ar- 
gument, you have recourfe to a polemical flraXa- 
gem, which will do your caufe no credit. To 
render the politics I defend odious to your readers 
you infinuate, that upon ray principles, the fo- 
vereign " is entitled to juft what he plcafcs, and may 
take it with or without cotyent, whenever he thinks pro- 
per." This do&rine, which you impute to me, 
p. 27, jjxas no more connexion with my fyftem, 
than darknefs with the rifing fun. I abhor it as 
well as you, Sir ; being fully perfuaded, that le- 
giflative power is to be ufed for good, and not for 
evil ; for protection, and not for tyranny. If 
the king and parliament had laid difproportionable 
and unreafonable taxes upon our American fellow 
iubje&s, I would no more have taken the pen in 
defence of fuch taxation, than I would take it in 
vindication of robbery 

Nor do my appeals to the propriety of giving 
the lawyers and pnyficians whom we employ, the 
proper fees they demand of us, prove that 1 hold 
the do&rine of defpotifm ; for, as I fhould be a 
hnaveif I refufed to give a gentleman of the facul- 
ty a reafonable fee for his attendance ; fo mould 
I be a fool if I fuppofed, that he " is entitled to 
juft what he pleaies." I only afTert, that, as a 
good man will find a medium between dijhonejly 
and folly 1 with rcfpe£t to the fees due to his phy- 
iician and lawyer ; fo a candid Colo ni ft will find 
a middle way between the injuftice of the patriots 
who refufe moderate taxes to the leg illative pow- 
er that protects them ; and between the flavifl* 
tamenels of the poltroons, who fufFer a rapacious 
tyrant to grind their faces and fuck their blood. 
Ncverthelefs, I dare affirm, that aa we truft to a 

certain 
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.certain degree a lawyer's confidence, an apothe- 
cary's difcretion, and a phyfician's candor, with 
refpect to their bills and fees ; we may alio truft 
to a certain decree, the difcretion of our gover- 
nors with refpect to their money^ills an d taxc*. 
And therefore nothing can be more contrary to 
good manners, loyalty, reafon, and confidence, 
than to reprefent the fovercign who protects th • 
Colonifts as a robber and a tyrant, for laying a 
moderate tax. upon them, in order to difchar^: 
the national debt, and the daily cxpenccs of tiic 
government. 

You indeed infinuate that the cafe is not pa- 
rallel, becaufe we employ our phyficians and law- 
yers " voluntarily," But have not the Colonics 
" voluntarily" reaped for an hundred years the 
benefit of protection from the king and p:u la- 
ment ? And, fuppofing they can now fupport 
themfelvcs without Britifli protection ; yet ate 
they not guilty of injuftice if they no:v rcfufc to 
pay proportionable taxes ? What would you 
think of my honefty, if the following cafe wore 
matter of fact? I " voluntarily" employ a law- 
)er for ten years, to recover an e (late. When I 
have gained my ends, he demands fees, which on 
account of my poverty, he forbore doing before. 
I ftorm on the occafion ; I run up and down 
fcreaming robbery ! tyranny ! And at lalt 1 turn 
my back upon him with fuch a fpeech as this ; 
Sir, 1 can do without you now ; and as I am not 
willing to employ you any uiorc, you have no 
right to demand fees of me as your due. I am a 
free man, and you fhall not treat me as an abjtci 
Jlave, by infilling on fees with or without mycon- 
fent." If I put off my induftrious lawyer with 
this American plea, would not your moral feel- 
ings brand me as a man devoid of conference and 
honour ? 

I grant however, that the cafe between the 
taxes of the fovercign, and the fees of a lawyer, is 
not exactly {jmiliar : But if the parallel fails, it 
is in a point which does your caufe no lervice. 

B 3 W 
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For altoo* I am at perfect liberty to difmifs mj 
hone ft lawyer as foon as I pleafe, when I have 
paid him his reafonable fees ; I cannot cad off 
the authority of my rightful fove reign as foon as I 
nleafc, when #*have paid his reafonable taxes ; and 
A prove it by the following reafbns ^i) I may 
poffibly live fifty years without going to law, but 
I cannot fafely live one day in fociety without be* 
ing protected :-— (2) As an umamncScd individual, 
I may neglect the care of my property as I pleafe \ 
and if a man unjuftly demands my cloak, I may 
let him have my coat alfo : But, as a man joined 
with others in civil fociety, I am a debtor to all 
the fociety with which I am connected : I muft 
dc? *nd my property as a part of common flock ; 
and of confluence, I muft pay taxes, and help 
to f up port the fovereign, who protects and guards 
the whole fociety. Hence it is, that thofe who 
live in the centre of the kingdom, pay as much 
towards the fleet as thofe that live on the fea coaft ; 
though they are not half fo much expofed to the 
depredations of invaders and pi rates.—' 3) The 
laws of God and of the land bind me to obey my 
rightful fovereign rather than another king, in all 
things which are juft and reafonable: But none 
of thefc laws bind me to employ one lawyer ra- 
ther than another, under the fearful penalties due 
to rebellion and high trtafon. If the American pa- 
triots confidered this, would they nbt blufh to 
infmuate, that we may change our fovereigns as 
we do our tradefmen ; and that, as the Colonifta 
no longer demand the protection of Great-Britain, 
the Britilh lcgiflature has no longer any right tr> 
demand taxes of them ? Who could fufficiently 
wonder at the infolence and injuftice of the fol- 
lowing plea, which, I fuppofe, is urged by York- 
Ihire non-voters. Neither we, nor our country, 
are reprefented in parliament according to our 
wifhes. We are not afraid of an invafion. York- 
shire is large and populous. We can protect our- 
felves : And therefore we refufe to»pay any thing 
towards the protection of the Britifh dominions. 

r What 
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What we have is absolutely our own : Nor will 
we be robbed by any .body ; no not by the lcgi- 
llature. For, as we ire defirous, that the fove- 
<ieign would keep his prote&ion to himfclf ; fa 
- *re we determined to keep our money to ourfel ves." 
I queftion, Sir, if prejudiced as *you are in fa* 
vour of -the American patriots, you would not be 
one of the firft, toexefaim againftfuch Yorkshire 
patriots. 

Nor do you weaken my argument taken from 
the proper fees due to lawyers, by intimating, that 
♦fuch fees are 64 lawful, accustom so fees," and 
^that " In England the Sovereign lias no power to re- 
cover a debt even/or himfelf, but according to law." 
Has it not been in all ages, and in all parts of the 
world, the " cuftom" of civilized nations to pay 
taxes to the protective power they are under ? Is 
it not the ** cujtom'' of all jull fovcrcigns, to lay 
thofe taxes according to the wants and emergen- 
cies of the government ? When fuch taxes are 
properly laid by the fupreme power which makes 
and executes every law, are they not " lawful ?" 
Is it not " according to law>" that the king and 
parliament laid a> little tax upon our American 
fcllow-lubje&s ? And arc there no ftatutes en- 
joining, that the goods of perverfc fubje&s, who 
refufe to pay lawful and reai'onlble taxes, (hall 
,be di (trained ; and that, it i'uch fubjc&s oppofe 
the diftraint, they [hall be farther proceeded 
againft according to law ; efpecially if in Head 
of paying taxes, they break into (hips, and ty- 
rannically deftroy the property of their fellow* 
fubjecis ? 

If thefe obfervations overthrow your reply to 
the rational arguments, by which I have fuppor- 
ted the doctrine of taxation laid down in the Cairn 
Addrefs ; I may confider, 

Secondly, how you anfwer my scriptural 
arguments, on which, as a Chriftian, I lay the 
greatcft itrefs. 

Page 
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Pa*e, 52, you fay, « The golden rule of fcrip- 
Cure both for governors 2nd governed, is this : 
As vz would £ui inert JKouZi <£j unto ^011, 00 y* 
xvi v so ut.j Now I prefuxne the good 

jeop'e of England vcu.il not be willing that the 
Americans, in their ailembiies, thouldtax EngUJk 
fropiriy here : and why Lhould we therefore de- 
li re, in om parliament, to tax American property 
there ?" 

I reply : The cafe is not fimiliar. The Ameri- 
cans are proiizztd, and the Britifli legiflaturc is 
the protecting power. The protected owe taxes to 
their protectors, and not the protectors to the pro- 
tected. You apply " the golden rule of the fix- 
ture'* to the cafe in hand, as unfortunately as I 
fhould do, if I laid, that :his rule intitles my fer- 
vant to command me, becaufc I have a right to 
command him : and that I may jufily demand a 
fee of the phyfician who attends me, becaufe he 
juflly demands a fee of me for his attendance. 
Nay, if your argument is juft, it proves that the 
king is bound to pay you taxes. You may go to 
his majefty, and addrefs him thus, according to 
your patriotic doctrine ; O king, the golden rule of 
Jcripture, both jcr governors and governed, obliges 
thee to do to me, as thou zcouldji that I Jhould do to 
thee. Now, thou wouldit that I ffcould pay thefc 
taxes, and therefore, drop thy BritiOi partiality, 
commence an American patriot, and confefs that 
thou fhould pay vie taxes. 

If the objection, which you draw from our 
Lord's golden rule, is trifling ; may not that which 
you raile from his blefled example, be affirmed 
to be deplorable ? Our reformers fay, in their 
homily againft wilful rebellion, Partii. ' No example 
ought to be of more force with us chriflians, than 
the example of Chi ill our mailer, who, tho* he 
were the Son of God, yet did always behave him- 
fclf mod reverently to fuch men as were in autho- 
rity in the world in his time. He bel aved not 
himfelf rebellioujly ; but openly did teach the Jews 
Xopay tribute to the Roman emperor, tho' a foreign 
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and a pagan prince : yea, himfelf with his apoftlcs 
paid tribute unto him.' How different is your 
do&rinc from that of thore loyal champions or 
truth ! That very example of our ord's Loyalty^ 
which they fo highly extol, you [indirectly J rc- 

frefent as an iuftance of weakn'fs. " How* ndi hi* 
fay you, p. 54! 44 av^id paying the tribute demand id 
of him ?** So, "it feems that our Lord pai J ti ib.ue 
becaufe he could not avoid paying it ! lie did it 
thro' necejfity ! He broke his own commandment 
delivered by St. Peter and St. Paul ! Submit your- 
filves to every ordinance of man for the Loud'* 
sake :— Ye mujt be fubjeci not only for zuraih^ but 
alfo for conscience sake. Fear of wrath, and 
human prudence, were the flavifh motives of his 
loyal action ! Nay, you intimate, p. ,55> that he 
thought it lawful to pay tribute to Caciar, only in 
the fame fenfe in which it is " lawful to j>ioe a high- 
waynian our money/' and p. 54, you loundly af- 
fcrt, that k< Suck a" [forced j fub:niffion as this, if 
all the Julmxffion our Lord's ixampli caibe Juppofed 
in the leaft to countenance." 

"* If you could prove this aflertion, Sir, the bright- 
nefs of our Lord's moral character would funer a 
total eclipfe. For, if " what a man has is abfo- 
lutely his own," and if the Roman emperor had 
Hot, as prote&or of the Jews, a reasonable claim 
to their tribute-money, did not our Lord preva- 
ricate, and was not an untruth found in his mouth 
when he faid to the Jews, who {hewed him the 
tribute-money, Render therefore to Ccejar the things 
tdhich ahe Ccefar's? In what fenfe could he fay, 
that this money was Cjlsaa's, if Caeiar had no 
more right to it than an highwayman ? And 
with what moral propriety could he bid the Jews, 
to render fuch money to Cue far, as a part of 
Caefar's mofZRTY ? 

This is not all : The manner, in which our 
Lord enforced paying taxes to Tiberius, fhews 
that he rcfted this branch of our duty to our neigh- 
bour upon the very fame authority, on whicli he 
rcfted our obedience to God himfelf. To be 
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convinced cf ^. vt reed oslv co?:fi2er his evan- 
g<]ical chw^e. hiilv* tk.rrn r L'*r tc CjEsar, f** 
things tsh'.-.n are Cc^ae's ; ak^ *j Goc, {A* 
n7::cr. a k £ Goi i. The manner in which 
the two parts of this injunction arc connected, 
demon (bates, that we xnuft pay taxes to the civil 
power by which we are prote&ed, as confeicnti- 
ty.ii\y ah we pay adoration to the divine power by 
v/i.id* v. c exift. But, according to your patriotic 
lii.'iufic, our Lord's folemn precept degenerates 
i it** j <. j ;r<t as abfurd and prophane as the fol- 
lowing : "Your money li^abfoluttly your own ; 
t« ndct ji thct cforc toCaefar,or to an highwayman, 
f./i i> i» his if Ijc demands it: nor forget in like 
inintj'-i, to reader your ill to God : for it is his, 
a> your money is an highwayman's." What 
BA Millions doctrines docs your patriotifm couple 
I jollier ! Gtminantur tigribus a?ni ! And how 
Juid is it to do jufticc to fcripture, when we 
din /fly 01 indirectly part thefe inseparable pre- 
tr j.u, I' tat (jod and honour the king, i. e. the pro- 
tective jiuwer : Honour him with a reafonable 
part of thy fubflance, as well as by thy refpeftful be- 
haviour I 

Let us fee if you arc more fuccefsful in your 
attempt to overt Iirow what you call my "grand 
plea from firipture, taken from Rom. xiii." St. Paul 
there proves by various rcafons, that taxes are 
due to tht higher powers that protect us. Such 
powers arcurdaintd of God :— Refitting them, when 
they lay reafonable taxes upon us, is refifting tht 
ordinance of God :—Thofe who refift, in fuch a cafe, 
fluill receive to themfdves damnation :—»They arc God'* 
vunijltrs to us for good ; their grand bufinefs 
being to protect us in the way of virtue, and to 
curb or punifti us in the way of vice :— and they 
attend continually to thit very things i. c. to our pro- 
tection when wc do well, and to our punifti- 
ment when we break the laws. Render there- 
fore to all their dues, tribute to whom tribute is 
due, &c. 

To let a fide the force of this nervous comment 



( 23 ) L ct. t. 



of St. Paul upon the words of our Lord, Rsndkh 
unto Cafar y &c. you tell us p. 63, that*" the apoflle 
does not take upon kirn in the haft, to determine to 
whom tribute was due," But are you not mi (taken, 
Sir ? Does he not explicitly fay to uhom, when 
he mentions the higher powers that protect us ? 
Now if the king and the Britim parliament ate 
the higher powers, that havehi.herto protected the 
Colonies ; does not the apoflle decide our contro- 
vcrfy, as much as if he faid, Let the American 
Colonies pay taxes to the king and parliament 
who arc the higher powers that have continually 
attended to the protection of the Colonics when 
they did well, and now attend to the punilhing 
of them, becaufc they do ill ? 

But you add alfo, " The apoflle does not take 
upon him to determine what quantum of tribute might 
be due," True : for he did not attend continually 
to the dangers of the (late, and to the beft means 
of averting them. He minded his own bufineta, 
inftead of reflecting upon the higher powers in 
the execution of theirs. He knew no more than 
you, and I, what expence thofe powers might he 
at, to protect him and ail his fellow-fubjects ; tho' 
he could eafily conceive, that fuch expence was 
prodigious, fince/A* chief captain Lyfias employed 
once an army to re/cue him from the rage of mobbing 
religioniits ; and protected him on another occa- 
fion, by granting him a guard of 200 Joldiers, 70 
horfeman, and 200 fpearmzn : Acts xxiii. 23, 27. 
Now as Paul did not know, but myriads of his 
fellow-fubjects flood in need of fuch a guard as 
well as himfelf, and as he did not claim a place 
in the legiflaturejar* divino, he did not pretend to 
determinate the quantum of tribute neceflary to 
maintain a fufficient, protecting force, all over 
the Roman empire. But what has this to do with 
the queftion ? Could not Paul make Chriftians 
underftand that they muft pay rent to th^ir land- 
lords, and taxes to the higher powcrsy without 
** determining the quantum" of fuch rents and 

taxes ? • 
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taxes ? Mu£ not a divine, who makes fo fri- 
volous an obje&ion, be at a lofs for arguments P 
But you go on : p*6$ 9 The apoftle only enjoins 
the confeicntious payment of what was due, to 
thoie to whom it was due, according to the nature 
cf the gjserunent under which ih*y lived. 99 True, 
Sir, if by the nature cf the government under which 
nte live, you mean the reafonable demands of the 
leg: dative power which protects us. But if you 
mean by this phrafe, as your fcheme requires, 
that we are to pay taxes only according to the nice 
fpeculations of men, who cry up the con dilution 
one hour, ar.d decry it the next, if it does not 
luit their chimerical notions of equal reprefenta- 
tion, and their injudicious ideas of liberty ; your 
doctrine is fubverlive of the apo flic's loyal precept, 
opens the door to all manner of fcdition, and 
leaves Chriftians at an utter uncertainty with 
refpect to a capital branch of morality, the pay- 
ment of taxes : And I prove my aifcrtion by the 
following oblervations. 

ft) The Jews were divided among themfelves, 
"with refpe£t to the nature of the government they 
vert under. While fome of them faid, We are 
under the Roman government ; Wc trill have no 
king but Cafar ; the patriots faid, " We were never 
in bondage to any man ; we are freemen ; we are 
under the Mofaic conftitution ; we owe no taxes 
to Caefar. To pay taxes to an heathen prince is 
to give up the excellent conftitution which our 
anceflors have tranfmitted to us." Now, in full 
oppofition to thefe plaufible notions, our Lord 
bid the Jews pay taxes to Caefar, according to 
the Roman government ; another government 
this, than that which the patriots faid they were 
under. 

(2) When Jofcph and the virgin Mary went 
to Bethlehem, to be taxed according to the de- 
cree of i£ afar Auguftus ; the ableft politicians 
wcrcat/f ?gfs to fay what was precifcly the nature 
of the Roman government, which the Jews and 
moil other nations were then under ; fo many 

were 
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were the changes which it had undergone. At 
{ it was a monarchy, by and by a republic, 
ided by confufs, and by and by a republic 
gled by a dictator. One time the fupreme power 
I centered in a decemviratc ; at another 
c a triumvirate had held the reigns of admini- 
tion. At that juncture the government wore 
form of a monarchy again ; but there was yet 
•nfiderable minority, who held the high, rc- 
lican principles of Cato, Brutus, and Caftius, 
three great patriots of the day. This minority 
fidcred Caelar Auguftus as a tyrant, and a rob- 
i to whom no taxes were due ; aflerting that 
jgovernment, which the Romans were under, 
I entirely republican. Now, what mufl fub- 
*do in fuch a cafe? Mull they refufc to pay 
esto the power that actually protects them, till 
minority and the majority are perfectly agreed 
rerning " the nature of the government under 
tk they live P" Or muft they lofe their time 
Irving to decide nice, political queftions, which 
ale the men who have ftudied civil law all 
ir fife ? 

l) As it was next to impoflible, to detenninc 
h exa&nefs, what was the nature of the Roman 
•eminent ; fo it requires more wifdom, than 
lions of people in the Britifh empire are maf- 
| of, predfdy to determine the nature of the- 
&/& government. The flrong Whigs are for 
republican government which obtained in 
days of Cromwell and the rump. The Mrong 
ties contend for the high, monarchical govcrn- 
lt, which prevailed in the days of king James 
You and I, Sir, are for the government, 
.ch has obtained fince the revolution. Nor arc 
i fatisfied even with this ; for you fpeak of an, 
wed dejeB in the prefent conjlitulion. You are 
an equal reprefentation of the people, that is, 
an utter impoITibility : and p. 98, you inform 
us, " That, till the eighth year of Henry the VI, 
all the refidents in a county wet* ^«ra\\\&d. 

C €^ 



( *6 ) 



'- ' ' '">. r' p r* Tr r. \ -, : : v ? ? . v .:" : _: - t.zcz -J cr. ;"' in- 
li* j ' ' t. r.'.-.v : ./ -:r- ■:■»:-:::* :fc 

i/:' :* ■■ : V." T ..i-.li * il ^ Z j. ZZZ - £ : a Clf- 

1 1 ! •■ . i . N * . v. .\ : . ! - ; : , * : r. - f r-l rcfc r.:i::on is 
i !: r f u! to » : -".*'.* r.tf-^^; ■-: - ? '.i* triflS 
.ir:«J if w»: a: : io-r.c : „ -sv :x>:^5. v* :c!i arc 
i in I.iid m rt.r'i *o;hzt ir.c.c:.: cf:hecon- 
(■ i ii-.on ; :■. is f.ie-r. ths: r.o :rv^r .~ Great Bri- 
f.i-f ■. \', :o y;.y ar.y tux it ill : :cr no taxis 
I. '\ ■ ' ' *o yO':r lev/!::.; iLr.err.c ci rcpre- 
f' ."'.r:. »n:ror<:i!:^*o r.j.:*.-{ : .: -ji/ih* 
in „\ •../'.:• i: oij'aiiicd before Kirry "."I. iicnce 
i .ij.ji-ji i js the Pope's b-":^ forrr.^riy loot 

• '! ■'' i.u.ti. fiorn t "ic oat hi of £«i-/.::v. which they 
)i . 1 t:tj.« ii U) their ioverc:»n, and by :>_ is means 
i ( 'i .ir.fi fornenred rebcll ; ons, fo yo..r political 
i * i.M'-r '-iii*. loofc not only the Colonics, but 
Ci '..i lii it.iin alio, from the obligations of paying 
in* .in i}»i: Ling and parliament. So true it is 

t#v« ifloipj; i-, the way of undoing ; and that 
• t iint l>i,htii\ ti:iid to kindle the flame of rebellion 
in I iiL'Liiid, and to keep it up in America. I fay 
■j.itn ftn/i(if\ i beraijfc candor obi: s cs me to dojuf- 
ii. a, -•■•in i>ni>(\ meaning, and to make a friend- 
ly * : ■ f I ii W tii>n between your pcribn and your 

• ifllllHIIII. 

t\) Should you f.iv, that, though it cannot be 

• |f / f ••»! , that cvrtry fubjeci fhall Rudy the nature 

• if .ill the whr:c*l:s and fprings, which compofe 
t ! i.M jiiri f. or political inechanifm, wc call Tht 
tunjiit utiuti \ y( t eve ly fubjeel may chufe his own 
ic.jiicli'titativc, whole buiincls is to decide what 
!..:■:«■* tuufl hi- paid, according to the constitution ; 
J n*ply, ilia:, in nioft Chriihian governments, the 
j)«v>jilc in t? not tillowcd to chufe any representatives 
«ind thi'i-efotc. in fuch flates evfrry individual muft, 
upon your plan, revolt or pcrjonally Uudy politics, 
that lie may know how to pay taxes, according ro 
the* nature, of the conftitution. 

Things, I grant, arc upon another footing in 
Eiigland. But this docs not remove the difficulty ; 

for 
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[not to mention, that perhaps nineteen tub* 
;s in England out of twenty, Cannot chufc rc- 
fcntativcsl the members of pjiliarrunt arc a» 
ch divided among themfelvcs, as the Romans 
e in the days of Auguftus, and the Jews in 
days of Tiberius. The minority declare, that 
Colonifts are taxed againfl the nature of the 
filiation : whilft the majority alfcrt, that they 
conflilutionlly taxed. Thus your patriotic 
ment abfolutely unnerves St. Paul's doHimo 
ixation, and leaves Chriltians in the gi\:aioic 
;rtainty, with refpcdl to the payment ot tax:s, 
ch are the finews of government. For, if 
payment be fufpended on our notions of the 
re of the government we are under, it might 
rell be fufpended on the jha.pt of the clouds, 
the tolour of a pigeon's neck, 
lould you reply, that, when our reprefenta* 
- do not agree touching the nature of the fo- 
ment we live under, we muft follow the ma- 
f\ I anfwer, that the niajoi it y has decided 
queflion. but what care lome patn'o:* for 
Tiajoriiy ? Docs not Americana* openly op- 
their dccifions, and wimfully quote the mif- 
r'd faying, " Dulce fro p atria mori j M juft as 
>rt pro pcrtinacia was the fame thing as pro 
% mori ? O Sir, if the former is fweet, the 
• is the quinteflfence of bitternefs : for the 
ture declares, that wilful rebellion is as the Jin 
itchcraft 9 and that Jlubbornncfs is as iniquity 
dolatry. 

e have feen by what arguments you have en- 
sured to prove, that the dottrinc of taxation 
ifed by the fovereign is irrational and unkrip- 
Let us fee, 

irdly, How you attempt to prove, that it is 

NSTI TUTION ALt 

•mit me, Sir, to lay this do&rine before you 
fome capital improvements. The king and 
iment believe, that the constitution allows of . 

C # w&wtiEt 
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: i:r;x 7*zz~. „■?•"■.! "'.;r.. ar.i :ha" arrowy the fcveral 
f.::sc: : 7zz:t r :r.i: r.. :o:r.e ~re k/i and 

CT.27'3 ::.^.:tc:. "fh: t>- :i:r.en: ■" founded 
tr. :he v. :r jactj. v i i Th * the c^niHtution 
al'.o-.vi i v.o.r.ir.. .-"lance Q-e;n Elizabeth 01 
Q-ic-r. : w . : : — head of the i eg illative pow- 

er, y;: r.o wor..ir.-iUhject c-:i 'av-^ any (hare in 
the lc Ti:™*:jre : b-t jil worsen are indirectly re- 
pre.;- .: : by the .T.er. ; he their rink ever lb high 
ar.d :h^:.' j:rop-T:/ e~cr io conliier*ole. — 'a) Ac* 
u,::'. ; i j ;.;c Cwr..':hu:Ion. ali the voters, who> 
actually ch^ic p-irlijrr.cnt m.n. indirectly repre- 
ier.t ii» vc:irs who a^> rot. or cannot attend, 
the elect: ^ .1 ; w \ e : h e r 1 h e a b fc n : v ol e rs be at home 
or abroad, ir.j-ils or or. '.;ck-bcds.— ^3 » Tho* th^ 
number of the nor.-vo: -rs exctvis ten or twenty 
time* tr.e number of the voters ; yet, according to> 
the c on it it -it ion, the voters ina»reeYiy reprcicnt 
the countlefs body of the no n- voters, whether fuch, 
non-voters be poor men of age, 01 rich men un- 
der age. — The conititutic-i allows that men 
of a certain profcuion (hall be particularly re- 
prefented, when men cf other honourable pro- 
le (lions arc not. Thus the ciergy are particularly 
rep re fen ted j when the rich body of our merchant^ 
the gentlemen of the law, thole of the fleet, thofe 
of the army, and thofe of the faculty, arc not al- 
lowed a particular representation. This conflitu- 
tional partiality docs not flop here : The whole or* 
dtr of bi(hops is admitted into the houfe of lords ; 
but not one feat in the houfe of commons, is ap- 

Firopriated to the order of the priefls. Such is the 
ititude which the conftitution allows hcrfclf, 
when (he decides concerning the right of repre- 
sentation ! — (5) According to the fame preroga- 
tive, (he orders, that the little county of Rutland- 
shire, (hall fend as many members as the large 
county of Yorklhire ; fo that if York (hire is ten 
times more populous than Rut land (hire, the repre- 
sentation of a Yorkshire freeholder is by ten de- 
grees, weaker or Ufs dircft, than the reprefentar 
lion of a Rutlandfhire freeholder. And, fuppofe 
\ tlx* 
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the city of Briftol contains a thou fan d times more 
r freemen, than the decay'd borough of old Sarum 
the confutation allows, that a burgefs of old Sa- 
rum (hall be a thoufand times more indirc&ty, or 
particularly reprefented than a freeman of Bril'tol. 
—(6.) On the fame plan, fome flour iihing and 
f populous towns are not allow'd to fend any rcprc- 
J tentative, when fome poor and defcrtcd Cornifh 
1 or Welch boroughs, fend as many members as fomo 
of the greatefl cities in the kingdom. — ( 7 J The 
conftitution allows, that the prefent members 

• f ftall reprefent all thofe who arc abfent ; that the 
.' majority of the prefent members, ihall indirectly 

reprefent the minority; and that the parliament 
flull determine the affairs of all the Britiih fettle- 

• I merits in Europe, Alia, Africa, and in the Weft- 

Indies ; altho* the Colonifls fettled in thofe part* 
have no dire 61 reprefentatives in parliament : 1 lay 
no direft rtprcftntatiuts becaufe the conllitution 
fuppofes, that as the men indircftly represent ail 
i the women; the burgelfes, all that are not burgci- 
fes ; and the freeholders, all that have no frce- 
I hold ; and as the majority in parliament indircftlv 
f represents the minority, and the members who 
/ are in the houfe indirttlly reprefent thofe who are* 
abfent ; fo the three branches of the legiflature, 
indireftly reprefent all the political body which 
is called the Britiih empire, juft as the head, the 
heart, and the breaft indirectly reprefent all the 
natural body ; whether the hands and feet touch 
each other, or whether they are widely extended 
towards the eaft and the weft.— (8) The profpe- 
rity of the mother-country being as clofely connec- 
ted with the profperity of the Colonies, as the 
welfare of parents is connected with that of their 
children, Great Britain has as rational and natural 
a right to reprefent the Colonies, as parents have 
to reprefent their children ; prefent burgelfes, 
thofe that are abfent ; and voting free -holders, 
thofe that have no vote. — Lallly, matter of fact: 
dcmonflrates, that the American Colonics arc 
indircttly reprefented in parliament, andmattevof 
C 3 V«3k 
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fact bean down ten thoufand fopbifms. I hare 
already made appear, that the conftitution allows 
of vaiious degrees of indirect reprefentation, foroe 
proximate, and others more remote. And, that 
the Colonics are reprefented in one of the degrees 
which the conftitution allows, appears, by the fol- 
lowing remark : As a lawyer^ who pleads your 
caufe in a court of judicature, is indirectly your 
reprefentative, whether you chofe -him or not: 
So the members, who plead the caufe of the Co- 
lonifts in the high court of Parliament, fhew them- 
felves the indirect reprefentatives of the Colonifb, 
whether the Colonifts chofe them or not. And 
therefore, to deny that the Provincials are in* 
directly reprefented in parliament, is as bold an 
impofition upon the good fenfe of the public, as 
to deny that the minority in both houfes of parlia- 
ment oppofes the claims of Great Britain and 
votes for the Colonies : For reafon, confeience, 
and the conftitution agree to decide, that if the 
Colonifts are not indirectly reprefented in parlia- 
ment, the members, who plead their caufe, have 
no more right to vote for them than you and I 
have. My demonftration is Oiort : A confider- 
able number of parliament-men vote in both 
houfes, that parliamentary taxation is unjuft with 
refpect to the Colonies ; all the members have a 
right to vote in their favour, and would do it, if 
their confeience permitted; and therefore the Co- 
lonifts are inconteftably, tho' indirectly, repre- 
fented in parliament. Nor can one of the mem- 
bers, who compofe the minority, give his vote for 
the Americans, without confuting himfelf, if he 
denies that they are indirectly reprefented in the 
parliament ; and if they are indirectly reprefented 
in the parliament, they may be constitutionally 
taxed by the parliament. On this gruond, 
which is firm as matter of fatt, the majority are 
ready to ftand the minority and you, in all the 
courts of reafon, which are or can be erected in 
Great Britain or America. 
Conlider we now what you object to this conjli- 

tutional 
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tofciWdoftrine. Page 37, you fay, " The non-vo- 
ters here can point out their virtual representatives, 
as clearly as the voters can point out their direct 
representatives. But who arc the fpecinc virtual 
feprefentatives of America ? Who arc appointed 
to reprefent the property there ?" I reply : (1} 
The whole body, in which the legiflature power 
is lodged, is appointed by the constitution to pro- 
tect the property of all the fubje&s of Great Bri- 
tain. (2) Your ideas of representation arc far too 
Hauch circumfcribed. Though the members of a> 
Cornifh borough dircHly reprelent the b urge Acs 
f)f that borough, yet they indirectly reprefent the 
commons of all England, and of all the Britifti do- 
minions. If it were not 16, they could nave no 
voice in the houfe, except when the petty con- 
cerns of their borough are debated. Now Sir, by 
the fame constitutional rule, by which the mem- 
bers of a Welch borough are appointed to manage 
the a flairs of all England ; the members of Mid- 
dlefex are appointed to manage the affairs of all 
Britiih America. And if you want me to point 
out fome of the indirtSk virtual representatives of 
the Americans, I take up the firlt news-paper, 
and point at the names of the members, who dif- 
tinguifti themfelvcs by their aeal to iupport what 
they judge to be the rights of the Americans. Ar.ci 
I a£k, If thefe Lords and Gentlemen do not indi- 
rtclly reprefent the rich and the poor in our co- 
lonies, what right have they to vote for the Co- 
Jonifts more than the members of the Irifli Par- 
liament ? 

Page 31, You intimate, that it is "perfectly 
unconstitutional, to exclude the Americans from 
having a voice in the dilpofal of their property, 
whofe eitatcs may amouut to thirty-nine pounds 
per annum though you grant, that " a man 
m England can have no voice in the difpofal of 
his property, whofe eftate amounts to no more 
than thirty-nine fhillings per annum." But have 
you forgot, that the conititulion allows " the 

pot- 



ir.- t. r. .. • ic-ui^ "nrrris of fonie bo- 
m..- 3 .- ■ ■ «;r : /.r .. *:i:e- --men, while 

.i>:r.-v - - . . \ -. .i—Ti. *tlX Lii^dcn 

- - . : ' zecivi-i :hey arc 
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. ■ - - -. ■ • -:. mil J.J r i.i-'cu^h iuch 
yrtr. iti.*. : in icc:ccn.j.. jiuie, have no 

7 : ."ij ? z \ t '. v "i a j : 7 m t ' : .- j^n :: not allow 
t : ; j.:: ^: . t. --. : :.w^/ii-s::3:i i. who, through 
in ic-.^L'"..-. :i n*m 21: vc-.jts fcr England 
c: A.r. :.: jo. J :f yen 'ran:. :.iv= coniu- 

r l: .n :er - :j. via: Tr.on. -vha p». iTe:5 a fiee* 

:n :.:e c^r. -r c: G.-a: 3.i:i:r.. ire jj-^iifa- 
zu 1 i. • z ■ "iirir^.-sc^c, : .-.0-5:1 ;hey aave 

no *■ : . » . :■: •■ i not expv: j v j crrjudic* before 
al ■ r.e w . .1. .:" vcu /j / :."dt Lc.oriiizj cannot 
co ;;. t . . ■•■ i-xcc by i-ie pxrL.Aacac, merely 
be^i.<-:e ..*■:■ : r.c vote? 

L .l ive z r-iij-: }on w.:h cafe of 10 me mem- 
be : c r pa. . jirr.^r.:. whe are con ■.v.vutioiialiy taxed 
w:..: c: a:;-ij^: tr.e:r c.r..c-\ .0 long as they 
c. -j »Lve a^r^ai. P. 31. 32. you reply, 
4i i "c A-neric-ir.s are ^* *„■■**:; : * Vou infmuate, 
%hti rr.y curcrire iu-: poles they are nlvei at 
home." ar.d ; o»i hurr.ourci.:".v i"*v, Were 1 a 
Coicr.kTt, the prerogative I vc-iid humbly fuc for, 
fh'^-ici be that of being per:r»i:te%2 to be at kome\ 
for home is home, fays the old proverb, be it ever 
fo homely." I aniwer, Lclc i'igot. a member of 
parliament, who is in the Ea(t Ir.dics, and Mr. 
Hancock, a member of thecortgrefs, have the full 
leave of the conftitution to be at home. Only it 
mult be remembered, that, by emigration, they 
have their home in two places ; as the gentlemen 
who have a houfe in London, and another in the 
country. 'J hey have their Ugijlaturc home in 
(Ju.it Jiiitain, and their aflual home, Lord Pigot 
in Jicn^.il, and Mr. Hancock in Philadelphia. If 
th'jy will enjoy the prerogative of their Ugijlaturc 

home,, 
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horac, they mufl return to England, juit as the 
gentlemen, who will fill their feats in the parlia- 
ment, and enjoy their honours at court, muft 
leave their country-feats and repair to London. 
Nor fay that the diftinclion I make between our 
aflua/andour legiflative homz is frivolous : for Dr. 
Price, your oracle, fays. " They (the colonics) 
glorified in their relation to us ; — and they always 
fide of this country and looked to it as th ei r home/ 
Now, as the Ccloniils were never lo deflitutc 
of good fenfe, as to look on England as their atlual 
home ; it remains that your oracle has fpoken non- 
fenfe, or that England is their principal Lgiflature 
Borne. And would to God, the/ were not grown 
fp uneafy, as to defpife this " home, be it ever Jo 
homely*' ! 

You hint indeed at the inconvenic ncy and im- 
poflibiiity of the Colonifts coming back to their 
JegiQature home ; but this objection makes as much 
againft your fcheme of reprefentation as again ft 
ours ; for you infinuate, that all the non-voters in 
England may go and fettle in the few Boroughs, 
where the constitution allows every pot-boiler to 
be a voter ; and you give us a hint, that if they 
do not, " it is their own fault." But is it not 
more practicable for all the Free-holders in Ame- 
rica, to crowd into Great Britain : than for all 
the non-voters in Great Britain, to crowd into 
Tucb priviledged boroughs as you fpeak of : or 
for all the women, who have freeholds in Eng- 
land, to change their fex, that they may have a 
vote at the next election ? 

You reply, p. 38, "The reprefentation in Eng- 
land is unequal, owing to a great variety of ca- 
bal circumltances, which it would be ufelefs to 
enumerate." Now, Sir, applying to all the Bri* 
tifli empire, what you fay of England, I anfwer, 
The reprefentation with refpeft to America is 
unequal ; owing to a great variety of cafuai cir- 
cumftances," fuch as emigration, diftance, in 
terpoiing feas, and the impropriety of multiply- 
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ing * parliaments, which would as much weaken 
the cjnpiic, as you would do a piece of clock- 
work, if you contrived to makeeach wheel move 
by means of a feparatc fpiing. Thus, if I am not 
miftaken, your own conccJions, backed by one 
of Dr. Price's obfcrvalwns, (hew that, fo far, your 
attempt to demon ft rate that the parliamentary 
doftrinc of taxation is contrary to the confti* 
tution, only (hews that it is truly constitu- 
tional. 

Come wc now to your capital argument, the firft 
part of which runs thus : " The American cai 
have 710 voice in the difpofal of his property : and 
what is tcorfe, tkofc who are to have the power of dif 
pofing of it, are under every pojhblt temptation to abufi 
that power, becaufe every /hilling they take out of the 
pocket of an American is Jo much faved in their own** 
To this I reply, Vind. p. 33, * You miftake : For 
as many of the Colonilts as chufe to purchafe a 
freehold in England, may become electors ; and 
as many as have a fufneient fortune may be candi- 
dates at the next election adding, that you your- 
ielf fpeak of a late American candidate^ who was a 
friend to America." But you take no notice of 
this fujicient anfwer. 

Preiting you ftill farther, I remind you that 

There 



* Mr. Evans wants each American afiembly to be inverted 
with fu pi erne power in conjunction with the king, after the mo- 
del of the Infh Parliament) but 1 with the BritiQi empire too 
well to be of his fentimenr The fame rule holdt in politics and 
in mechanics ; the more a government and a machineare neeilefs* 
ly complicated, the weaker is their motion, and the greater the 
danger of their being out of order. It is the glory and ftrength 
of our conititution to be compact, in ft tot us teres at que rotundus* 
As I could not admire an human body with one head and a dozen, 
ftomachs, I could not be pleafed to fee Great Britain and her 
Colonics exhibiting to the world a political body, with one royal 
head and a dozen fupreme courts of parliament. If fuch needlefi 
divifions and multiplications do not tend to fpeedy difiblution, 
they certainly do to weaknefs, confufion, flownefe of operation 
and a thoufand evils, which France with her feveral unconnected 
parhimcnt* fo feverely feels. 
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here are feveral members in both houfes of par- 
ament, who have a very large property in Amc- 
ca, and who, when they tax the Colonifls, take 
ir more money out of their own pocket than 
they probably do out of the pocket of Mr. Han- 
ock.' To this you reply, page 41, " But what 
Purity have the Americans, that there will always 
k fuck members in parliament ?" I anfwer : They 
have the lame fecurity for it, which we have 
that there will always be a prince to fill the throne, 
and a number of pcqrs to compofe a houfc of 
Lords. It Is not impoflible, that a plague fhould 
fweep away all the royal family, and all the no- 
bility ; but would it be right, to diflrefsthc pub- 
lic upon fuch a fuppofition ? Would it not be 
ridiculous to frighten the fimple, by telling them 
that the conftitution is in danger, and that, as wc 
have no fecurity that all the royal family and all the 
nobility will not die of the plague, or be blown 
up by a Dcond gunpowder plot, " our conftitution 
is almojl loft," and we are likely to have Coon ano- 
ther rump parliament without king and without 
boufe of Lords? 

But you add : " Unlefs all the members of the Bri- 
ijh parliament had American property, they would 
\ot Be on a level with the non-voters in England.*' 

reply : If the American Colonics arc, as fome 
atriots fuppofe, the capital fpring of Britifh 
/ealth, all trie members of parliament have a par- 
icular, tho* indirect concern in the profperity 
fthc Colonills; nor does the conftitutjon require 
lat taxed fubjefts fhould be on a level with each 
ther in evtry pojible re/peel. The Americans 
lould be thankful for being on a level, not only 
'ith the non-voters in England, in the important 
ight of qualifying themfelves to be voters, or can- 
idates for feats in parliament ; but alfo with the 
:ec-holders in London, who have no vote, and 
nth the members of parliament abroad, who 
irough emigration, cannot actually (hare in the 
*gi floiure. 1 repeat it, to attempt to bring about a 
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representation cq'jal in every re/peB, is as a 
as to attempt iraking all our fellow-fubje 
one fize, one age, one fex, one country, o 
venue, one rank, and one capacity. 

Another of my anfwers to your grand argi 
ran thui : ' It is improbable that our law-i 
would fave a dirty (hilling in their pocket, I 
preflively taking one out of an American's 
et. Being men of fortune they are raifed by 
circumftances above the felonious trick you 
of.* Page 40, you humouroufly reply, " '. 
pofc, Sir, if you Lbould lend a few thoufai 
any of our legiflatures, you would not prcte 
afk for a bond. It would be ungenerous tofi 
men of fuch circumftances as the conflitutic 
liges all our lawgivers to be, of fuch a/<r/ 
trick as not paying you again." But this re 
yours is fully obviated by my fifth anfwer, > 
is as follows : « If the Colonifts were afraid 
ing taxed more heavily than the rule of pi 
tion allows, fhould they not have humbly re 
ted, that the parliament would fettle the r 
by an act,' — or " a bond whicrfmieht have 
an effc&ual check upon the abufe of the pov 
taxation ? 

You think to unnerve this anfwer by fayi: 
42, " What the Colonifts JJiould have done i 
tiling, and what the Britifh parliament ha 
is another." True: The parliament haslaid 
the Colonifts a little tax, and they have rev. 
inftcad of paying it with the loyalty whic 
comes good iubjecls, and with the pru< 
which becomes men jealous of their liberty 
therefore their conduft is unjufti liable, anc 
of the parliament reafonable. You farthe 
iiuuate, that, as you arc not obliged to " co 
to the ejiablijhcd chunk" fo the Colonifts wer 
obliged to lubrnit to Britifh taxation in the 
dential manner I have mentioned. But the 
is not parallel. Neither chriftianity nor the 
ilitution obliges us to conform to the eftabl 
church ; whereas Loth enjoin us to render 1 
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their vvvs, tribute to whom tribute is out, that is, to 
the fupremc protective power. 

You have another firing to your bow : Scnfible 
that the preceding argument is not ftrong enough 
to (hoot the arrow of conviction into a thinking 
man's breaft, you add, p. 42. " A man that robs 
me on the highway, may think that I Jhould have 
previoofly alked him if he did not want my mo- 
tiey.— But I-prefunc this will not judify his rob- 
bing me." So, Sir, you will always inlinuatfc, 
that we are no more bound to pay rcafonable taxos 
to the legiflative power which protects us, than 
we are bound to give our money to a robber who 
demands it ! Bat when Americanos argues in this 
manner, docs he not contradict St. Paul, Jel'us 
€hrift, and Mr. Evans himfclf, who (p. 27) not 
only grants " the ncccjfity oj fubjzEts paying t^xes,* 9 
but intimates that a man who denies the propriety of 
that cuftom, and the ground of that propriety, is 
One of the mojl unreafonable beings in the univerfi, 
*nd a mere political Quixote ?" It docs nojJwomc 
toe to decide how far you have drawn ydur own 
picture in this candid conceflion : But, a^yoji 
finifli youra^niwer-to my argument by.this dif^lSv 
of your conlirlcncy, X may defire the public to* 
judge, whether your reply gives a Hniflaruj 1 
iiroke to the caulc of the parliament, or youf* 
own. 

The other part of your capital arj 
thus : The Britons who have no^voE^ 
are unable to vote by emigration, may * c confent 
to, the difpofal of their property, becaufe they 
have always this Jecurtiy, that thofe who take an 
active part in the difpofal of their property, mutt 
at the fame time difpofe of an equal proportion 
of their own." I have already Ihewn, that the 
Colonifts have confiderable degrees of fecurity, 
that the parliament will not tax them dif proportion- 
ably. And if they had properly alked a fuller fe- 
cuBity, inftead of flying to arms, the parliament 
Wwfr'Ti undoubtedly have granted their requeft. 
But, without dwelling upon this anfwer to 
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overthrow voim* argument I need only obfervi 
that it is incontlulivc, becaufc it can be retortet 
and faps the foundation of what you call " tl 
fundamental privilege" of the commons, which ii 
that no money-bills can reafonably " originate fa 
J rem themj clues." For, if money-bills always ori 
ginatcd from the Lords, who are richer than th 
populate, the commons would have always this ft 
eurity that the Lords in taking an aclive part in th 
difpojal of the people's property , mujl at the fame tin 
difpofe of an equal proportion of their own. So eafil; 
can your grand argument be turned againft you 
own caufe ! And To great is the inconfiflency 
a fyftcm, one part of which you cannot fuppoi 
without totally undermining the other ! 

If thefe remarks recommend themfelves to you 
rcajim, piety, and fober patriotifm ; I ohpe, Sir, yo' 
will confefs, that truth is a file, which we bite i: 
vain ; that it is as imprudent to attack a good ai 
gumcnt in the field of controverfy, as to lay hoi* 
of an antagonist's fword with a naked hand in 
field of battle ; that your reply has given me. a! 
opportunity of confrming my Vindication ; an* 
that the doctrine of taxation embraced by the par 
liamcnt is truly rational fcriptural and conflitutionai 
Q. E. D. 

■* ^ I am, 

Rev. Sir, 
Your friendly Opponent, and 
Obedient Servant in the Gofpel, 

J. F. 
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Rev. S i r, 

| T Would have taken my leavcof you in the pre- 
* JL ceding letter, had I not confidcrcd. that a n*- 
tient controvert! ft ought to contend for Truth, 
; till {heenjovs her full liberty. The truth I defend 
is not yet free. She is ftill bound, with three or 
tour of the chains you have loaded her wit.i. Nor 
can I complete my refcue, without breaking them 
With my polemical hammer, 

I. The firft of thefe chains is your error (or that 
of Lord Camden) concerning the absolut enesi 

•» OUR PAOFBRTY. 

Page 34, you ftill infinuate, that What a mart 
taj if Absolut si y his own." Ncverthelcfs, prcf- 
&d by my objection, you indirectly grant, that 
God has a right to our property. But if God has 
* right to our property, does he not delegate this 
fight to our political gods, I mean to our Law- 
givers and Governors, who are his lieutenants and 
rtprcfentatives f And in this cafe, how can you 
fay that no man has a right to take our property 
from us without our confent : our property being 
nbfolutdy our own ? I ftill farther aflert, that, fo> 
long as we live in fociety, our property is a part 
of the commonwealth : But if it is absolutely 
tor own, how can it be a part of the common- 
wealth ? And if it is a part of the common- 
wealth, how can it be absolutely our own ? 
I fupport this dilemma by the following Queries, 
D 2 Who 



"■ '■ -- ' i " : " - - - i- pcl::!cs as rot to know, 
" J". - .r :z:z.'z. in a :h«-:":r*a cafes, is to 
-j.i :: t - " . j i-i. of :*::::eq:ence j&rrW* 

t ■: TrJL:- r ..v.; jlilzrs ? I: i niin. has a thou- 
i.i- : - ;1 i : : >. - . w jiich he hoards up in 
: : ^ - . r.iv r.c: t>o j a f: I y compelled 
€c : i .."--.iili -zT.cc m tho* he and his 
r. : i": • .> : « cry ever fo loud, "Op- 

r :.Z:t. ' rd^ry ?"* — If a nobleman 

- v: _ . _ — . r.i .: :* jci's :r. his e:~:a:c r.e-ir London 
J . - : ; r.r: l^i'Iy hir.drcd from working 
n.r.i=. \:'z ilzc Xcwca&ie colliers, and a 
:r c . .1.. £ : j.*d fiarve for wan: of employ- 
er : — I : ^ : rl 2 ere renewed, ar. J you had a 
>.c r.r^r :*e '-vi'.I*. vrhe: j "he enemy might. 

■ : rr.:^::t not your 



hj-.c 2« r-.d cc^r. : tl.ou^h you and 

\o_:r Arser.cari" riirrefer.tative :>.ou!d rcfufe your 
co - :o :he very "ail? — If you have rich mea- 
dow 5. which you de::ght in ; and if the general 
good re qui re j. :ha: a fort be e reeled upon them* 
or i. car.jl cut thro" them ; may you not be made 
fe::f. jie :hat the public has zfmptrur right to your 
property; and tha: your ground is not in abfoluttly 
your own, but you rray be compelled to part with 
it for the good of :he kingdom ? — If you have a 
Ihip Isden with goods brought from the Levant* 
and you want to fell them immediately to prevent 
their being fpoiled ; and if there is Come reafon 
to fear, that they will convey the plague ; may 
not a ma gift rate, in fpite of you and a hundred re* 
preventatives, if you had a right to chufe fo many 
force you to let your goods fpoil. rather than to 
endanger the lives of thoufands ? — And, to come 
to the cafe of the Colonifts, if you and your re- 
prefentative fancied, that you owe nothing to the 
fovcreign for protecting you in timepaft, and that 
you can very well proteft yourfelves for the time 
to come ; and if, upon fuch a fancy, you refuted 
to contribute to the cxpence of the general protec- 
tion ; think you the public would be duped by 
your conceit, and grant you to live as free from 

taxes 
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in England, as David did in Ifracl, when 

flain Goliath ? Would not our governors 
feize upon a proportion of your property, 
iv you and your rcprcfentativc reafonably 
ted to it ; or whether you abfurdly raifed 
ghbourhoodby the patriotic cry of Tyranny! 
y ! and murder ?" 

is it only our property, which is not abfo- 
3ur own, when we live in civil focicty : 
lat I have faid of our goods, may be applied 

perfons. We are not abfulutdy our own. 

it is, that in all civilized countries, when 
r ereign wants foldiers for the protection of 
mmonwealth, a militia is raifed ; and if the 
s upon a pacific farmer, notwithftanding his 
ons, and the oppofition of his parliamentary 
:ntative, he muft bear arms, either in his 
erfon, or in the perfon of his military re- 
tative. And when no fuch representatives 

procured, the men who are able may be 
ally prefled into the fervice of the common- 
. Hence it is that, in an emergency, the 
ign ifl'ues prefs- warrants to raife failors for 
ng the fleet. An hardfhip this, which, 
.s it is, is not fo great as the general over- 
of the ftate. 

Your jirjl error about the abfolutenefs of 
ropcrty, naturally leads you into a fecond 
ning abject slavery, which you confound 
iyalfv.bjtB.ion. Hence you fay, p. 34, &c. 
ere De any wan, call him by what name you 
' fjou fhould have faid, agreeably to the 
i debate, if there be any ftl of men, call them 
at name you pleafe, lawgivers, magiftrates 
cers of the legiflative power") " who has" 
vej a right to take it [hisproperty] without 
nfent exprefled by himfelf or representative 
s this but the quintejfence of Jlavtry ? Where, 
s the cafe of fuch a man differ from that of 
ft abjeBJlavi in the univerfe ? God's lieute- 
may, it is true, be very mild, and kind, 
afonable in their demands^ and require no 
D 3 
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more of fuch a man than it is highly juft he IhoultT 
pay : — but what then ? If my property be at 
their difpofal, not my own,— -what becomes of 
my liberty ? The man that robs me of five (hil- 
lings only, commits a robbery as much as the man 
that robs me of five pounds. The mod abjeft 
Have in the univerfe may chance to have a very 
good mafter ; but dill, if he is at the difpojal of his 
mafler,— he is equally a flave when treated well as 
when treated ill. 

The -plaufibility of this argument refls upoi 
the following raiftakes. (1) You ftill fuppofe 
that infilling on moderate taxes as a reifonabL 
equivalent for protection, is a fpecies of robbery 
whereas fuch a demand, by the confent of all me 
except the patriots of the day, is as reafonable a 
the demand of a moderate tee, which a diligen 
lawyer has upon his client.— (2) You do not con 
fider, that the Colonifls, being indirectly reprc 
fented in parliament, have as much confented b 
their indirect representatives, to pay taxes to th* 
parliament, as the patriots and )ou have confentc 
by your direEl rcprefentatives to be additionall 
taxed in order to bring the Colonies to reafon 

\3) The Latin word Servus % means not only 
fervant, but a bond-man and a (Lave ; and the Eng 
li{h word, Servitude, means both Jlavery and th 
Jlate of a fervant. But would it be right in me I 
avail myfelf of this analogy, to put all the patric 
tic fervants in the kingdom out of conceit wit 
their fervitude, and to make them (hake off th 
yoke of dependance, under pretence that fervi 
tude is abject jlavery, whether a fervant is treate 
well or ill ?— ,'4) In Hebrew the word (obed)fei 
vant, means both a Jlave and a fubjcQ. But woul 
you have approved of Abfalom's conduct, if, o 
this account, he had alienated the minds of hi 
father's fubje&s, and made an injudicious populac 
believe, that whofoever fully fubmits himfelf t 
good government, commences an abject Jlave 
yfho does not fee the inconciufivenefs of th 

argument 
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argument? An ahjeft flavt is bound to fubmit 
himfelf rtafonably or unreafonably to his latuUfs 
Sovereign : A loyal fubjeB is bound to fubmit him- 
felf rtafonably to his lawful Sovereign : And there- 
fore, as they are both bound to fubmit or subject 
tlttmfdves to their Sovereign, they are both " ab- 
jt&Jlaves." Such logick, Sir, may convcit hea- 
ted Americans to your overdoing patriotifm ; but 
if I am not miftaken, it will confirm judicious 
Britons in their conftitutional loyalty.— (5 j You 
conclude your argument by faying, " A slave is 
(pally <2|slave, when treated wllat when treated ill'," 
and you might have added, /4 subject is equally a 
'Ubjkct when treated well as when treated ill : but 
then the pill would not have been properly guil- 
ded : and your own loyalty, as well as pietv, 
Mrould have taken the alarm at a do&rine, which 
bears fo hard upon this gofpel precept, Let every 
Joulii subject to the higher Powers* 

For my part, whatever you may fay of my 
•'meannefs," I will be the fervant, the fubjefi, 
and if youpleafe, Sir, the slave of good^cd*™- 
ment* I am determined to glory in the fubjeclion 9 
of which you feem to be fo afraid and afhamcd : 
And applying to a freeman what the Apoftle fays 
of a Son, I do not fcruple to affert, that a freeman 
fo long as he lives in fociety, and is a subject, 
differ eth nothing from a servant or slave who 
"is well treated but is under governors [law- 
givers and magiftrates] until the time appointed of 
his heavenly Father for his removing from earth, 
and leaving (the fociety of mortals, Gal. iv. t, 2. 
To oppofe this do&rine, is to overthrow fubjeElion 
and government, which ftandorfall together. 

III. A word about the origin of power. I 
believe with St. Paul, that The powers that- are, are 
ordained of God, who is the fountain of all power 
and the author of all good government. I date 
the divine communication of power, from the 
paradifiacal age ; yea, from the hour in which 
God faid to Adam and Eve, Multiply, and r&- 
bknijh the twrth } and fubduc tt, and j»avb domi- 
nion 
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a ion over^every living thing. Gen. i. 28. Here 
Sir, is the original grant of Power? and whofocve 
wantonly rejifleth the Power which Providenc 
calls him to obey, breaks this great political char 
tcr of God, which is fo ftrongly and fo frequentl; 
confirmed in the gofgei. 

You reply, p. 74, " The firft man could havi 
no power to protect and rule mankind, till then 
were fome for him to rule." But is not this ; 
miftake ? Might not God endue him with zpro 
tcclivc, as well as with a prolific power, before th> 
earth began to be replenished ? Would you no 
w onder at my pofitivenefs, if I infilled, that Go 
could not give to Adam power to multiply and rui 
his fpecics, becaufe his fpecies was not yet multi 
plied, and governable ; and that our Creator coul 
have no creative power, till creatures rofe into pof 
tive exiftence i* 

But you add, p. 75, " When Adam became 
father, he had as much power as any other father] 
And p. 77, you afk, " Does not every father receiv 
the fame divine right of dominion ?" aflertir 
that, " There is nothing to be inferred from tl 
parental authority of Adam, but is equally applic 
ble to all parents without exception. " 1 repl 
that it is contrary to all divinity to fay, that "eve 
parent is endued with all the authority, whi 
Adam was inverted with, when God faid to hi 
Subdue the earth, and have dominion. You j 
too judicious a divine, not to fpeak a differc 
language in the pulpit. You Know, Sir, tl 
Adam was inverted with characters which he cot 
not communicate to all his pofterity, and whi 
consequently are not common to all men. A fim 
will poflibly convince you of your miftake. Ki 
Georgv- the third, is with refpeft to his childn 
what Adam was with refpeft to his pofterity. 
is a father and a King. The fiijl character hec 
entail upon all his fons ; but the fecond he < 
entail upon none but the prince of Wales. T 
Jhews the inconclufivencis of the argument ) 
draw from ?* Eve's motherhgod," and " pettfe 

goverhmcn 
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government." I reverence the queen ; and, if 
fhe filled the throne as queen Ann did, I woulck 
fubrait myfelf to her good government, not becaufc 
of Eve's motherhood, butbecaufe God faidto Eve 
[as well as to Adam'] in her regal capacity, Have 
dominion ; and becaufe he lays in the decalogue, 
Honour thy [politicalj Mother, as well as thy poli- 
tical Father. Nor fhould I be afliamedto advance 
thele two capital fcriptures in fupport of theEng- 
li(h conftitution, if you excited me to dethrone an 
Englifh queen, and urged the propriety of the 
loi/aligue—a. French law this, which, in all cafes, 
excludes princeffes from the right of fucceeding to 
the crown. 

You try to embarrafs the queftion by faying, p. 
79, "You muft tell us who is Adam's heir. What 
does it fignify what power Adaae had, or what 
power he left behind him to his" [governing"] fuc- 
ceffors ; unlefs we certainly know who thofe fuc- 
ceflbrs are." But I reply, that, in every country 
thofe who (hare in the dominion given to Adam 
and Eve in their regal capacity, are as much 
known as the king and parliament are known in 
England, the doge and fenate at Venice, the em- 
peror and diet in Germany, the monarch in France, 
and the defpot in Pruflia. Whoever, by the good 
providence of God, is endued with the legiflativfl 
and protective power in the country where I refide 
and retains that power by the confent of a majori- 
ty of the people, is the higher power which I con- 
fider as actually ordained o f God for my protection* 
To thai power I will chearfully fubmit, fo far as 
it is ufed for good : And to that power I will 
confeientioufly pay taxes, for the protection which 
I enjoy. And fuppbfe that power was poffeffed 
by an ufurper, I would lament the ufurpation, 
and bear my teflimony againft it? till the fame 
overruling providence which removed Abfalonr* 
John of • eyden, Ket, the Rump, and CromweH 
took that ufurper out of the way alfo. But if di- 
vine providence, infteadof removing the ufurper, 
cftabfifhed his power, as it did that of Jeroboarn 
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in the days of Solomon's fon, which I woul3 
know by the general and lading confcnt of the 
people, I would no , longer oppole that power, 
but fubmit myfelf to it as religioufly as the chrif- 
tiansof the fourth century did to Conftantine the 
Great, and as chearfully as the French do to the 
ancient family of the Capets *, tho* Hugvcs Capd, 
the firft king of that illultrious houfe, was only a 
noble ufurper. Such are, if I miflake not, the 
loyal views which the fcriptuie gives us of the 
origin of power ; and fuch the marks, by which 
we may know the power that divine providence 
calls us to obey. 

Confider we now what zrcyour views of the 
fame do£hine. Page 66, you fay, " Every good 
government is of God. Nor will the perfon?! 
vices of our Governors, nor any flight error in 
their adminiitration of government, juftify our 
lefiiling them." Here, Sir, you fpeak as a chrif- 
tion and a Briton ; and, fo far, I heartily fet ffiy 
feal to'your politics. But who are our Governors? 
Are they not the men who are inverted with 
governing, legijlative, smdjupreme power ? Now, 
Sir, according to this juft definition, of the word 
Governors, you have thrown down the diftin&ioq 
between the governors and the governed, and, before 
you are aware, you have crowned king Mob. I 
prove my afTertion by your own words. Page 71, 
you write, " Perhaps you will fay, The suprbmb 
Power in every government, muft be lodged iome- 
where, and this power muft be omnipotent and 
uncontrolable. I allow it. But the glory of the 
Britifh conftitution is, that tub people have ne- 
ver parted with this power, but have most reli- 
giously kept it in their own hands." Thus, 
Sir, according to your do&rine, the sup rims 
and governing power, belongs not to tbe go- 
vernors, but tO THE PEOPLB, that is, tO THK 

governed. Was ever a more prepoflerous doc- 
trine impofed upon injudicious patriots ? O Sir, 
what you call » the glory of the Bntijh conftitution" 

would 
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trould be the Jhame of the worft government. Nay, 
ipon this plan, there could be no government at 
ill. For, fo long as the govern*- d •« mofi relxgu 
tujly" [(hould you not have faid mcft impioujly and 
ibfurdlyl keep the [governing] power tn their 
own hands, that power is in every body's hands. 
And the moment this is the cafe, there is an end 
of government ; ar.archy takes place ; king Mob 
breaks all the laws with an high hand ; and a ty- 
rannical populace i!crc-?ly trample "pon nil order, 
and carry dcvafla ion wherever they turn their 
fteps. Thus, Sir, you have helped me to prove 
the truth of this deep propofition of judicious Mr. 
Baxter, who, after having ftudied chriftian poli- 
tics near thirty years, left it upon record, that, 
ft If once legiflation, the chief acl of government, 
be denied to be any part of government at all, and 
affirmed to belong to the people as fuch, who are 
W governors, all government will thereby bb 
overthrown,"— and the grand principle of the 
fierce, mobbing, and levelling + Anabaptifls will 
be " mofi religioujly" fet up. 

This 



i I call fome Anabaptifls fierce and levelling, to diftinguifh 
bem ftom the *< mild and moderate Anabaptifls," whom I have 
nentioned Vind. p. 46, vthcrc I commend the candor of BiAiop 
iurnet for making a juft diftinthon between thefe two forts of 
\nabaptifU; and tor obfervin^, that " they were not all of the fame 
enper." This, one would think, (hould have hind red our brc- 
hren who contend for anbbaptifm, to think that I reflect on all 
he oeople of their denomination, for the political errors offome. 
lad 1 donu* this, 1 would publicly a(k their pardon ; bein£ pei- 
uaded that nothing can be more cruel, than to involve the inno- 
:ent in undefeived guilt. Left this con ftru& ion {hould be put 
tpon my quotations refpe&ing the levelling Anabaptifls, I inferted 
n the (econd edition of my Vindication p. 56, a note where I 
lay, that "fome Anabattifls are very good people, that mofl of them 
mean welly and that 1 nope this ts the cafe with my opponent.*' 
And I gladly embrace this third opportunity of teltifying more. 
Fully my brotherly love to that relpcctable body of di (Tenters ; 
not doubting but there are numbers of truly pious and loyal Ana- 
baptifts both in Germany, England, and America. Howcvci, 
p. 84, bit opponent fays, «« Your telling the uotUlfiaC fant x &c„ 
IP Mafaptifti Sec, is a aiff lay of MfccraW^ meanntjs^ wvfc xn^vrW- 
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This doclrinc of yours, Sir, brings to my re- 
membrance an anecdote, to which a loyal and pi- 
ous AnabaptHl undefignedly helped me fome weeks 
ago. In order to convince me that what Mr# 
Baxter fays of the high republican fpiritofthe 
Anabaptifls and Independents is not true, he fent 
ane the IVth volume of BUnncrhaJit's Hifiory of 
England, which contains an account of the pro- 
ceedings of the mangled tyrannical parliament 
known by the name of the Rump. This author 
informs us, p. 1541, thatjuft before king Charles 
I. was beheaded, «• The Commons voted, that 
the people, " under God, arc the original of alljufc 
power ; and that the Commons of England being* 
chofen by the people, had the fupreme authority 
of this nation ; and what they ena&ed mould be 
law, without the king or. lords' concurrence. 
This fquarcd exa&ly with the- Independents, who 
were for turning the monarchy into a republic" 



tunc*." But where <licrl tell the world, in the firft edition of mj 
4>oo1t, that Mr. Evans is an Anabaptift ? And if in a note infer* 
ted in the fecond edition [which, by the bye, was not publifll* 
<ed when Mr. £. advanced this charge] I itfinuatcthat he is on< 
of the Anabaptifts who " are very good people and mean well ;" 1 
appeal to the unprejudiced, if this infinuation, is not adifplayol 
tandor and brotherly leve, rather than of 44 illihe^ality % meanne/s ant 
impertinence ?" 1 grant that I have info reed Calvin's do&nne 0: 
taxation upon my opponent, by reminding him, that, as "Aeisi 
Calvinift," he cannot well avoid paying fome regard to that ex 
eel lent do&rine of Calvin. But wherein confifts the impertinence 
fuch an argument ? Are coutrovci lifts the only men, who can 
not ufe an a r gum cut adhominem ? And has not Mr. E. as mud 
rcafon to charge me with " meanne/s,'* becaufe I have addreflet 
him as a Briton and a uirijlian, and have prefied him, as fuel 
with appeals to conjlitutional conceffions, and his Chri/lian^ro 
fcflion ? Some men will fay what they pkafe againft their govei 
nors. Their moft groundlcfs charges mud pafs for patriotic 
and a fpirited defence of our liberties ; but if you drop a ft-lf-v-vi 
dent truth that embarrafles them a little, you aie guilty of 
vctic rudetiefs, illiberally, meannefs, and impertinence."" 1 ap 
peal from this patriotic freedom and partiality, to Englifh cando 
acil£ritifli politcncfs, 

No* 
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Now if the Anabaptifts were at lead as zealous rc- 
ublicans as the Independents, I leave you to judge, 
ir, if my neighbour's book was a better ptoof of 
Baxter's miftake than your own ; and if it is not 
evident from this quotation, that when you teach 
the world, that the people mofl rdi%iouJly keep the fu^ 
prtmc power \ i. e. the power of their governors] in 
their own hands ,as their indubitable right, you plow 
with the wild, mifchievous heifer of Cromwell and 
the rump. 

IV. A word concerning the proper cause of 

the war with America. 

Page 51, you fay, " Should it he made to appear, 
that thi Britifti parliament have authority from, 
fcripture to tax their unreprcfentcd brethren in 
America, and to cut their throats % burn their towns, 
and fpread univerfal devaftation amohgft them, bc- 
caufe they do not chufc to fubmit to fuch taxation : 
it would furnifh a ftronger objection, &c. agatnfl 
the di vine original of the facred code, than has ever 
yet been produced." You infmuateby thefe words, 
tjiat the prosper and immediate caufe of cutting 
throats in America, is the demand which the king 
and parliament make of taxes ? But are you not 
raiflaken, Sir ? And does not your miftake make 
you throw an undeferved odium upon the love- 
reign ? For my part I conceive, that the immediate 
wrcafion of the bloodfhed which we lament, is not 
b much the parliamentary demand of taxes, as a 
:hain of cauics, which chiefly contains the foi- 
owing links: (1.) The heat of fomc Boftonian pa- 
riots, who, with felonious audacity, boarded our 
hips, feized upon the property of our merchants, 
t nd wantonly threw it into the fea. If the patriots 
Arould not buy tea fubjecled to a tax, could they 
lot keep their own money ? Was it right in them 
o undo our innocent trader by deftroying their 
roods ? — (2) The demand which the government 
nade of reftitution, or fat isf a&ion, for that aft of 
glaring injuftice ; a juft demand this, which the 
E fovereign 
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fovercign could not avoid making without being 
guilty of injuftice ; it being evident, that it would 
be unjufl in the legiflative power, to receive taxes 
of our merchants for the protection of their pro- 
perty, and then to look on unconcerned, when 
that property is felonioufly dcflroyed.— (3) The 
obflinacy with which the mobbing patriots, and 
their abettors, refufed to make fatisfa&ion to our 
injured merchants. — (4) The prudence with which 
the parliament farther interpofed, by palling the 
bill tor (hutting up the port of Bo (Ion, that by this 
unbloody and mild method, the Bo (Ionian s might 
gently be brought to make reftitution.^-And laftly, 
the flame of revolt, which on this occafion rapidly 
fprcad through Britifh America* 

Had the Algerines infulted the Britifh flag, and 
injured Britifh fubjefts, as the mobbing Boftonians 
have done ; the government would not have (hewn 
them the fame lenity. A fleet would immediately 
have failed for the inhofpitable coait; and the ad- 
miral would have fent a card to the legiflature of 
Algiers : " I am come to demand fatisfa&ion for 
the injury done to Britifh fubje&s. Send me; by 
to-morrow, 30,0001. being the value of the goods 
-which you, or the men whom you fcreen, have 
felonioufly taken from our merchants ; or I will 
/jo them and my country juftice." Inftead of ufmg 
this peremptory method, as Admiral Blake would 
have done; our admiral quietly Rationed his (hips 
before Boflon, and General Gage, far from " cut- 
ting throats," amicably quartered his forces in or 
about that city ; patiently waiting till remorfe of 
confciencc # a fenfe of equity, a fpark of loyalty, or 
fome fear of the power, wrought upon the patriots, 
fo called, and inclined them to do an a& of juftice, 
which Mahometans would hardly have refufed to 
do. But all in vain. The mobbing patriots and 
their ringleaders, hardened by this lenity, avail 
themfelvcs off the kind delay. While humanity 
and brotherly love fufpend the ftrokc of juffcice, 
cnthufiaftic demagogues found a falfe alarm, and 
engage the milinformed Colonifis to countenance 

their 
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theirobflinacy. In (hort, the Americans, reduced 
by mifreprefentations, take up arms again (t Great 
Britain : and the forces fent by the fovcrcign, in- 
ficad of obtaining the fatisfaction they demand, 
are obliged to provide for their own fafcty by at- 
tempting to feize fome of the artillery, and am- 
munition, brought from all quarters to deilroy 
them. Hence the engagement at L'xingion, and 
the fight at Bunker's Hili, where the forces raifed 
by the congrefs preffed thofe of the i'overeign by 
an audacious blockade. 

Should you object, that the Colonifls once of- 
fered to make reftitution, on condition that thev 
mould never be taxed by the power that protected 
them : I reply, that by Rich an offer they only ad- 
ded injuflice and revolt to felony. Suppofe the 
Scotch plundered an Englifh (hip, and the Sove- 
reign infilled on fpeedy reftitution ; do you think 
they would deferve the name of patriots, if they 
faid : We will pay for the goods we have deflroy- 
cd 9 on condition that you (hall exempt us from 
paying the window-tax for ever. Or, in other 
terms, We will be juft to fome of our fellow-fub- 
je&s, if you will give us leave to wrong all our 
fellow fubje&s, to (hake off your aulhority, and to 
break Chrift's capital commandment, Render to all 
their dues, efpecially taxes to Cafar. 

If this is a true (late of the cafe, are you not 
partial, Sir, when you reprefent the parliament as 
« cutting the throats" of the Colonilts, becaufe the 
Colonilts will not be taxed by the parliament ? Is 
it not rather the Colonifls, who want to cut the 
throats of our foldiers, becaufe the king and par- 
liament juftly infift on proper fatisfa&ion for the 
injury done to Britilh merchants by the petty ty- 
rants of Boflon ? 

An illuftration will make you flill more fenfible 
of your miftake. Suppofe I harbour a parcel of 
houfe-breakers, or (hip-breakers, who have flolcn 
or deftroyed your goods ; and luppofe you obtain 
a legal warrant, and come attended with a num- 
ber of armed conflables to recover your property, 
E a or 
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or apprehend the felons ; if I raife a mob to hin- 
der the conftables from doing their office, and H 
fomc throats are cut in the endeavour which the 
conftables make not to fall into the hands of the 
armed mob which furrounds them ; is the guilt o\ 
cutting throats, chargeable upon you, who aft^c 
cording to law, and in a jujt caufe ? Is it not ra 
thcr chargeable upon me, who wantonly oppofi 
the legiflative power, and can fay nothing in de 
fence of myfelf and my mob, but that the felon 
I proteft are not felons, but fpirited patriots ; o 
that I fhall pay you for damages, if you will pro 
mife to futter yourfelf to be wronged of mor 
money than the wrong you havefuftained amount 
to ! 

Suppofe that the doctrine of taxation, which i 
the remote caufe of our divifions, admits of fom'< 
obje&ions, as the plained doctrines always do 
{for the brighteft clouds have their obfeure fide 
and the mod fhining diamonds caft a faint {hade ; 
yet the immediate caufe of the American war, th 
refuting to make reftitution for goods feloniouft 
destroyed, has no (hadow of difficulty. Whoevfc 
is honeft enough, to difapprove the malicious d* 
ftruttion 6f an innocent man's property ;— whe 
ever is confeientious enough, to praife the fteadrnei 
of a government, which Hands by oppreflcd fut 
jeft's whom it is bound to proteft «and whoeve 
is fo far a lover of order*, as to blame a wanton of 
pofition to the lovereign, when he difcharges h; 
duty; mutt confefS, that the guilt of " cuttin 
throats" in America, is properly cauied by the ot 
ftinate injuftice of the American patriots ; and nc 
by the moderate taxes laid by the Britifhlegiftatun 
1o alTert the contrary is almoft as great a miflak 
in politicks, as it is in divinity to hint, that th 
mii'eries confequent upon man's fall, were not pn 
paly caufed by the tempter's artful mifrcpreiei 
tations, and \>y Adam's wilful rebellion ; but b 
God's reasonable demand of a little proof of Adam 
loyalty. 

A«d now, Sir, if I have duly confirmed rn 
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proofs, that the do&rine of taxation which you 
oppofe, is juft in every point of view if I have 
(hewn that you confound loyal fubje&ion with ab- 
jeft Jlavtry ; — if I have demon ft rated, that your 
notions concerning the fupreme power of the peo- 
' pie, are fubverfive of aft government and if I 
nave made appear, that you do not fix the charge 
of wantonly " cutting throats" upon thofe who 
improperly guilty of that atrocious crime; may I 
not call upon your rational and moral feelings to 
decide, if I have not vindicated my Vindication ? 
And are you not as precipitate, when you pro* 
nounce me " one of the moft unmeaning and un- 
fair difputants that ever took up the polemical 
gauntlet," as when you infinuate that the Britifh 
legillature " commits robbery " becaufe it lays a 
moderate tax upon thofe who have long balked in 
the beams of its protection, and have acquired 
immenfe wealth under the guardian (hadow of its 
flag and ftandards ? 

Hoping that no controverfial heat will make us 
forget that we are fellow-creatures, fellow-fub- 
jc&s, fellow-proteftants, and fellow-labourers in 
the gofpel of truth and love ; I aik a part in your 
efteem, equal to that which [nptwithftanding your 
heat* and miftakes] you have in the cordial refpeft 
of, 

Rev. Sir, 
Your affe&ionate brother 
and obedient fervant, 
J. F. 
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Ret. Six, 

IF I have anfwercd you in the preceding le 
I may look your fecond in the face ; I i 
the ingenious Dr. Price, whom you call to 
help in youi notes, and whofe arguments yo 
troduce by this high encomium : " Dr. P 
Ihoft excellent pamphlet juft pubiifhed, ca 
eonvi&ibn into every page, and breathes tha 
ble fpirit of liberty, for which the author fo 
pleads." 

Page 46, your firft quotation from him 
thus : " In the 6th of George II. an aft paflb 
impofing certain duties on all foreign fpii 
and fugars imported into the plantations* Ii 
aft the duties impofed are faid to be given 
granted by the parliament to the king, &c. s 
fmall direft revenue was drawn by it from th 
—The Doctor intimates foon after, that " 
revenue-aft was at worfl only the exercife 
power, which then they [the ColoniftsJ feen 
to have thought much of contefling ; I meai 
power of taxing them externally." — 1 thanl 
Price and you, Sir, for thus granting that the 
lonifls were taxed before the prefent parliai 
and' the prefent reign. This {hews that the o< 
caft upon the prefent government, forings 1 
from prejudice, than from reafon. If Georg 
his whig-miniftry, and his approved parlian 
raifed a "direct revenue" by taxing the Cok) 
why do the American patriots inunuate that Ge 
III, the prefent minillry, and the prefent pa 
roent are robbers, becaufe they raife a direfi rex 
by taxing the Coionifts ? And how ftrangely 
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Ice forget himfelF, where he fays ; " How 
rould be oifr hap pine fs could we now recall 
times, and return to the policy of the lajt 
99 What have our lawgivers done after all f 
:hey have recalled former times, and returned 
olicy of the loft reigns ; and yet Dr. P. in* 
: being thankful for our happinefs, frightens 
>lic with mo ft: dreadful hints about the in- 
»n of our governors, and the danger of " a 
wreck jufl as if his grand bufinefs was 
t up the Colonifts, and to deject his own 
men. 

Dr. it is true, tries to obviate this difficulty 
ing a diftin&ion between external and in* 
axes ; infinuating that in the late reign the 
is were taxed ixtekn ally, whereas in the 
reign they have been taxed imtirmally, 
his diftinction is frivolous, will it reflect 
ife on your patriotifm ? And that it is 
prove by the following argument : A dif- 
about taxation, which has no foundation 
t, fcripture, or the confiitution, is frivolous: 
• Price's diflin&ion has no foundation in 
fcripture, or the conftitution : And there^ 
is frivolous in the prefent controverfy. 
you contefl: the fecond proportion of this 
n, I afk: By what dictates of reafon does 
r, that, if taxes are due from fubje£to to 
/ereign, they may not be levied internally y 
upon the goods we already pofTefs, as well 
ally by duties upon goods imported, which 
5 has not yet made our own r Where does 
charge chriflians to pay taxes, if they are 
K taxed ; and to fly to arms, if they ar» 
ternaUy f Did not thrift fpeak dfintemai 
"hen he commanded the Jews to render 
hat was his ? And is there any law, eithev 
>r of the realm, which allows the legifta- 
/er to tax the fubjefts of Great Britain 
f, and precludes it from taxing them in* 

o&or'sdiftin&ion is not only uAfcripruraf 

and 



and unconditional, but unreafonable \ in as much 
as it would, in a great degree, enable fubje&s to 
avoid paying taxes at all. Suppofe, for example, 
we could be taxed only externally, by means of 
duties laid upon imported goods, fuch as tea, coffee, 
foreign wines, and rum ; might we not, if I may 
fo fpealc, Jlarve the government by drinking only- 
fage or balm-tea, ale, made- wines, and fpirits dil- 
tilled from our own wheat ?— The Doctor's di ft i no- 
tion is not only unreafonable, but unjuft. Why 
{hould the Colonies enjoy greater privileges than 
the mother-country ? Why (hould Britons be tax* 
cd externally and internally, whether they have 
voices or not, and the Americans only externally 2 
when both have their property internally and ex- 
ternally guarded by the protective power ? If I 
owed my lawyer reafonable fees amounting to ten 
pounds ; what would you think of my honefty, 
if I faid to him, Sir, I give you leave to pay your- 
felf by demanding a (hilling from me, every time 
I drink a glafs of claret or a difh of chocolate ; but 
I declare to you, that, except in fuch cafes, I will 
take you for a robber, if you lay claim to any part 
of my property ?— The Doctor's diftinction is not 
only unjuft in the prefent cafe, but it might prove 
deftruQive to the commonwealth. It is granted on 
all fides, that taxes and money are the finews of 
the government. If external taxes did not bring 
in money enough to difcharge the nece(Tary ex- 
pences of the (late ; and if the foveretgn could not 
lay internal taxes to fupply that deficiency, what 
would become of the kingdom ? Mud it not fall 
a wanton facrifice to Dr. Price's political refine- 
ments ? I hope, Sir, that if you weigh thefe ob* 
fervations, you will own that his book, ingenious 
as it is, far from " carrying conviction in every 
page," carries frivoloufncfs, and mifchievous ab- 
Uirdity in the very firft quotation, which you pro- 
duce from him. And we may well fuppofe, you- 
did not pick out his weakeft argument, to fupport 
the prailes which )ou bellow oahis " moft ex- 
cellent pamphlet*" 

^ Bui 
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But let us hear him out. You continue, p. 47, 
to quote him thus. "The Jlamp-aEt was pa (Ted. 
This being an attempt to tax them internally \ and 
a direft attack on their property, by a power 
which would not fuffer itfelf to be queftioned ; 
which eafed itfelf by loading them : and to which 
it was impoflible to fix afty bounds ; they were 
thrown at once, from one end of the continent to 
the other, into refiflance and rage." This founds 
well to the ear ; but judicious patriots, who ex- 
peft to find the kernel of truth under the fpecious 
(hell of fine' words, may be a little difappointed. 
Permit me, Sir, to break the (hell, and to lee if the 
kernel is found. 

(1) An attempt to tax fubje&s internally is a 
direct attack on their property ! And what if it is ? 
When reafonable taxes are due y may they not be 
dircBly demanded ? And that they are due, do you 
not grant p. 27, where you fo much refent my fup- 
porlng, that you deny " the necessity of fubjects 
paying taxes" whether they be external or inter- 
nal ?— (2)The legiflative power of Great Britain 
would not fuffer itfelf to be queftioned ! The Doctor 
(hould have faid, that it would not fuffer itfelf to be 
deprived of it's right of demanding reafonable 
taxes, for expenfive prote&ion ; an inconteftible 
right this, which, you allow, none deny but " po- 
litical Quixotes." — '3) But this power eajes itself 
Sy loading them ! And what if it does ? Is the 
(overeign to bear all the national expences, with- 
out being eafed by hisfubjefts ? Or are fomeof the 
"ubjefts ro bear all the burden, without being eafed 
Dy others who are able to help them ? Where is 
iither the equity or reafonablencfs of this ob- 
jection ?— (4) But it is impoJjUbU to fx any bounds to 
! his power ! I have already (hewn, that nothing 
can be eafier than to fix" proper bounds to the 
power of taxing ^he Colonies. The parliament 
:an enaft, that the Colonifls (hall be taxed as the 
Britons are ; making the Colonifls a proper al- 
owance for the fuperxor commercial privileges of 
:he mother-country. Suppofing, formftance, that 

the 
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the privileges of Britifh fubje6b are four times ' 
greater than the privileges of American fubje&s, 
the taxes of the American fubje&s might be four 
times lighter than ours. Thus, when we pay four 
(hillings in the pound, they might pay- only one 
(hilling : and when four articles of equal impor- 
tance are taxed in England, only one might be 
taxed in America. It is therefore exceflivety 
wrong in Dr. Price to aflert, that it is impoJJibU to 
fx any bounds to the power of parliamentary taxa- 
tion. And none but heated patriots will praife 
him for encrealing, by fuch a groundlefs aflertion, 
the abfurd " rage into which the Colonifts" have 
thrown themfelves "from one end of the continent to 
the other." 

Page 48, You take up again " Dr. Price's truly 
valuable tratt, and enrich your piece with a note 
from this capital writer upon the fubjeft. In re- 
ference to the American charters, he fpeaks with 
true dignity as follows :— " The queftion with all 
liberal enquirers ought to be, not what jurifdio 
tion over them [the coloniesj precedents, ftatutes, 
and charters five, but what reafon and equity, and 
the rights of humanity give." Sir, this is the 
very nrft teft, to which I have brought your 
" American patriotism." The Do&or inunuates 
indeed, that the power, which taxes the Ameri- 
cans, will not fuffer it's rights to be questioned. Bui 
this is a miftake. The legiflature of Great Britain 
is too equitable, not to give up the right of rea 
fonably taxing the Colonifts, whom they have f( 
long protected; if you, Sir, Dr. Price, or the Con 
grels, can prove that reafon, equity , and the rights 
humanity arc againft fuch taxation. Have you no 
yourfelf granted the property and necejity of sub 
jects paying proportionable axes for the good 
the whole empire ? Is it reafonabU or equitatit 
that Great Britain (hould bear all the burden c 
the navy, which protefts the Colonies and thei 
trade ? Is it contrary to " the rights of humanity 
to demand a penny for a penny-loaf, or, whid 
comes to the fame thing, to demand reafonabl 
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taxes for royal protection ? Or do parent-flates 
violate " the rights of humanity" in demanding fome 
afliftance from the growing flates, to which they 
have given birth, when thofe* ftates are well able 
to bear the eafy burden ? As foon will Dr. Price 
perfuade me, that it is contrary to " the rights of 
humanity 99 in twelve lubberly young fellows, who 
have always enjoyed the benefit of their father's 
houfe, and who can get more money than their fa- 
ther, to give him fomething towards the payment 
of the window-tax, when he is burdened with 
debts, and wants fome afliftance to pay that tax. 

Page 49, You continue to quote the Doctor 
thus: Did they not fettle under the faith of char- 
ters, which promifed them the enjoyment of all 
the rights of Englifhmen ?" Granted. But did 
thefe charters promife them rights fupcrior to thofe 
of Engltflimen ? Is it not evident, that if the 
Colon 1 ft s enjoy the right of being protected by the 
legillative power of Great Britain, without paying 
taxes to that power, they enjoy a right fupcrior to 
that of Englifhmen, who are bound to pay taxes 
for Britifh protection ? 

The Doctor goes on, " Thefe charters allowed 
them to tax themfelves, and to be governed by 
legiflatures of their own, fimilar to ours." Grant- 
ed in one fenfe : namely in the fame fenfe, ir> 
which charters have been granted to corporations. 
Corporate bodies are allowed to tax themfelves in 
a fuoordinatt manner, and to be governed by legi- 
flatures of their own, fimilar to that of Great 
Britain. Thus the city of London is governed by 
1 Lord Mayor, who reprefents the King ; by a 
:ourt of aldermen, which reprefents the high 
:ourt of parliament ; and by a body of livery-men 
md freemen, which anfwers to the body of voting 
mrgefles and freeholders in Great Britain. And 
[ fuppofe all together can raife money for the fup- 
3ort of the corporation, by means of fome pe- 
:uiiar rates, or fubordinate taxes. Now if the 
.itizens of London rofe again ft parliamentary tax- 
ation, under pretence that they are, and always 
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have been taxed by their own magi fixates ; the) 
would (hew themfelves as unjuft as the Colon i/b, 
and as good logicians as Dr. Price. What have 
fubordinate taxes for the maintenance of lamp* 
lighters, watchmen, and trained bands, to do with 
the primary taxes, by which the army and the 
navy are fupported ? When ra(h patriots avail 
themfelves of the payment of jthe former taxes, to 
refufe paying the latter : do they (hew more 
wifdom and equity than I mould do, if I quar- 
relled with my phyfician for demanding of me ten 
guineas for ten vilits, and difmiffed him with the 
following fpeech : Sir, I claim all the rights of 
Englilhmcn, nor will I be duped by you I do not 
deny paying fees, but I will not pay any to you. 
1 will di (charge my apothecary's bill ; but as for 
your demands they are contrary to " reafon y equity, 
and the rights of humanity." American patriots 
might give me thanks, and compliment me with 
the freedom of London in a golden box, for fuck 
a fpirited oppofition to tyranny and robbery jfcut 
I am of opinion, that Britifti patriots would hard- 
ly think me worthy of the freedom of Old Sarum 
in a wooden box : And if the phyfician was 
" thrown into rage" by my provoking injuftice, 
he might pollibly think that I deferved a very dif- 
ferent box, from that which I)r. Price has been 
lately prelented with. 

But thcDottorhas an anfwer ready. Speaking 
of the Colonifts he fays, " They are taxed to fup- 
port their own governments:— Muft they main- 
tain too governments ? Muft they fubmit to be 
triple taxed ?" To (hew the frivoloufncfs of this 
argument, I need only farther apply it to my phy- 
fician's cafe thus : Sir, you demand fees of me 
for your atlendance, but I have already feed my 
apothecary : Mult I maintain two of you ? Muft 
I iubniit to be triple taxed? What ! muft I pay 
my furgeon too ! You unreafonable men, will 

you ail agree to enflave me ? You pack of r s 3 

will you leave me nothing that I can call my own ? 

Whilfl 
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Whilft ytro are ft ruck with the fallacy of this 
patriotic argument, I proceed to fome observations 
upon Dr. Price's doEfcrine, with refpeci to the 
wart irs of the Colonies. To fappoto, that their 
charters exempt them from paying taxes to the Bri- 
tifh government for ever, is not only corttrary to 
the exprefs terms of the charter of Penfylvania ; 
but alio to all probability. What ruling power 
would be fo unwife as to fuffer the emigration of 

* fubjefts, out of a country which is not overflock- 
1 cd with inhabitants, into one where that power 

• has claims and poffeflions, unlefs it was allured of 
retaining the right of fupremacy over thofe emigra- 
ted fubjc&s ? Is it reafonable to think, that a 
power would thus weaken itfelf ? And is it not 
the right of fupreme taxation infeparably connected 
with the right oi fupreme government ? 

Again : When one of our kings granted a char- 
tcr to the Colonifts, did he'not grant it as being 
the head of the legiQative power of Great Britain : 
*-a power this, whofe (hips had taken poflTeilion of 
North America ? Was it not as the reprcfentative 
of all this power, that he figned the charter ? Sup- 
pofe the Lord Mayor of London, as political head 
t)f that city, had granted me leave to build a houfe 
upon fome wade ground belonging to the city : 
and fuppofe he had helped me to build it with 
fome materials, the property of the cit), and had 
from time to time preferved it from being robbed 
and burned, by fending me watchmen,, fire-men, 
and fire-engines from the city ; would it be right 
in me to fay, I acknowledge myfclf indebted to 
the Lord Mayor, as a Lord ; but as for his I^ondon- 
mayoralty, and the council of aldermen, I bid 
them defiance, and deny my being under the leaft 
^obligation of fubmitting myfelf to them. In (hort 
I am willing that the Mayor of London mould be 
my g6vernor ; but if the body of the corporation 
•claims authority over me, and demands of me, who 
am neither one of the livery nor a freeman, city 
rates to pay the watchmen or buy new fire-en- 
gines, I will ihew both them and the Lord 
F Mayor, 



Let. 3. 



C 6* ) 



Mayor, that I am a patriot, and that I can defend 
my property and protect my perfon. -—Could you 
help fmiling at the abfurdity of fuch a fpeech? 
And think you, Dr. Price himfelf could prove, 
that the.diftinftion which the Colonifls make be- 
tween the king and the parliament,— between the 
head and the body of the Britifh legiflature, is not 
as trifling and ungenerous, as the diftip&ion I 
make between the Lordfhip of the Mayor of London 
and the London-may or alily ; or between the headf 
and the body of that refpe&ablc corporation ? 

To return : After faying that the arguments 
drawn from the charters for the Colonies appear to 
him " greatly to outweigh the arguments againjt 
them," Dr. Price fpeaks thus : " But I lay no 
ffcrefs on charters. They [the Colonics"] derive 
their rights from a higher fource. ' It is incon- 
fiftent with common fenfe to imagine, that any 
people would ever think of fettling in a diftant 
country, on any fuch condition, as that the peo- 
ple from whom they withdrew, (hould for ever 
be ma fliers of their property, and have power to 
iubjett them to any modes of government they 
pleafed."— The flaw of this argument confifls in 
imputing to Great-Britain, falfe claims, which 
never entered into the minds of our lcgiflators. 
When did the parliament fay, they would "for 
ever be mafters of the property of the Colonijls" any 
othcrwife than they are matters of the property 
of Englifhmcn ?— If the king and parliament 
claim the right of " making flatutcs of f "ufficient 
force to bind the colonies in all cafes whatfoever" 
does not candor dictate, that they only mean all 
cafes wherein they have power to bind Englifh- 
mcn ? — Ar.d is not Dr. Franklin too warm, 
when, availing himfelf of the laconic manner in 
which this reasonable claim is expreflfed, he ren- 
dcis the legillati ve power odious, by infinuating 
that it pretends to the authority of " compelling the 
Colonics, if it pleafcs, to worfhip the devil ?••■ 
—Once more : when did the Britifh legtiluture 
daim the right of "fubjefling the Americans t 
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its of government they pUaft," whether thcfc 
bccvcrfo foolifh or tyrannical ? Is it not 
in Dr. Price and Dr. Franklin, to fix upon 
ftrine invidious confcqucncer, which have 
2 leaft connexion with our principles ? 
character could I not blair, and whom 
I not reprcfcnt as a rapacious tyrant, if I 
led, that, whenever a maftcr claims the 
ity of reafonably commanding his iervant* in 
ngs, he alfumcs the authority of making 
; worftiip the devil if he plcalcs and that 
vcr ihe Lord of a manor inlilts on his 
e, a lawyer on his fees, a miniftcr on his 
and a Sovereign on reasonable taxes ; they 
1 to be "for ever majlers of the property'' of 
fallals, tenants, clients, flocks, and lub- 
fo that the abjett Jlaves can call nothing u /ttch 
jc ikeir own ? Can we lament too much the 
: of divines, who, by fuch ungenerous in- 
>ns, inflame the heated patriots, and pour 
ipt on their rightful governors. 
49, You continue to quote Dr. Price thus: 
there been exprefs flipulations to this pur- 
i all the charters of the Colonics, they 
in my opinion, be no more bound by them 
it had been flipulated with them, that they 
go naked, or cxpofc themfelvcs to the 
^ns of wolves and tygers." The Doctor is 
worthy to be your fecond, Sir. We have 
>w you confound the right, which the pro- 
power has to reafonable taxes, with the 
/hich an highwayman has to a traveller's 
: and we fee here that Dr. Price abfurdly 
es a fcriptural demand of moderate taxes, 
i im mode it command of going naked ; and 
tyrannical edi& of encountering " wolves 
ere." If fuch method of arguing is confif- 
her with found logic or chnftian candor, I 
. that the Doctor's gold-box be fet with ru* 
d diamonds. 

Doftor's argument is not only founded on 
ird comparifon ; but it can alio be retorted 
F 2 in 
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in this manner : U J lay no firefs on charters : x * The 
king and parliament " derive their rights" of tax- 
ing their American fubje&s "from an higher 
fource." " Had there been exprefs Jtipulations in alt 
the Charters, that the Colonies fhould ever be 
prote&ed by Great- Britain, without paying pro- 
portionable taxes as other fubje&s, it may be 
queried if the king and parliament would be any 
more bound by fuch ftipulations, than they would 
be bound by a charter of the late king, fuppoiing 
he had granted 10 all the Scotchmen and York- 
fhiremen who have no vote, the privilege of pay- 
ing no taxes to the government for ever. Might 
not fuch a charter be repealed on account of its 
unjuft partiality ? Should not the taxes be laid a* 
nroportionably as it is poftible upon all the fub- 
jefts ? Can the king abfolutcly give up the rights 
of one part of his fubje&s to the other, any more 
than he can juftly fay, that when the parliament 
lays a tax of 4s. in. the pound, Middlefex (hall pay 
nothing for ever, becaufe the trade of London 
brings in an immenfe revenue to the government ? 
If thefe queries recommend themfelves to your 
reafon, Sir ; is it not evident that Dr. Price's 
argument can be properly retorted, and that he is 
equally mi Make n, whether he appeals to charters, 
<>r to an higher fource ?" 

Pafs we on to his doctrine concerning the 
origin qf Powe*. P. 69, You introduce him 
as fpeaking thus : " I am fenfiblc, that all I have- 
been faying would be very abfurd, were the 
opinions juft, which fome have maintained con- 
cerning the origin of government. According to 
thefe opinions, government is not thi creature of 
iAe people or the tefult of a convention between 
them and their rulers : But there are certain men 
who poflefs in themfelves, independently on the 
vill of the people, a right of governing them, 
vhich they derive from the Deity," From this 

Juotation it is evident, that, Recording to Dr* 
rice's princi|>lqs aM vow c>wn!, " Government ix 
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tkcrtatikre of the people.'* In full oppofition to 
this do&rine I alfcrt that Government is the r ia t ure 
of God. It is as abfurd to lay, thai gov :\rnt is 
the creature of the people, as lo ih.u--.iii, rhat 
rtligion and marriage are the creatures of tl.e peo- 
ple. All that I can reafonably ^r<tnt the Dottoris 
that as adultery and fornication, fupcrf.it ion and 
idolatry are the creatures of immoral and irreli- 
gious men ; fo bad government, which includes 
confufion and tyranny, is the creature of wicked 
men. 

Government is not lefs neceflary in 'the moral 
world, than the fubordinate motio i of the planets 
in the natural. As GodVappointed the greater lu- 
minaries to rule the day and the night ; lo he ap- 
pointed the higher power:, to rule the lefs. When 
J)e manifefled himfelf to rationals by his worksor 
his word, and impreffed their minds with a fenfe 
of their high obligations to him, he inftituted re- 
ligion. When he faid, 1 will make man an help 
meet for him, and joined Adam and Eve together 
in .their human capacity ; bidding them increafe 
in&multiply, he inftituted marriage. And when 
he faid to them, in their regal capacity, Hive do- 
minion ; he delegated governing power, and infti- 
tuted covbrj^Nt on earth ; or, to fpeak more 
properly, he taufed that celeflial plant to takfc 
root in paradife ; whence, with divers degrees of 
degeneracy, it has overfpread the civilized parts of 
the earth. If this, is the cafe, is not Dr. Price 
under a capital miltake, when he makes govern- 
ment " the creature of the people ?" And 
does he not flatly contraditt St. James* who fays, 
Do not err : Every good gift f confeqacntly govern- 
ment, one of the heft public gifts J is from abovt, 
and cometh down from the Father of lights ? 

You will probably endeavour to render this 
do&rine odious by infinuating, that it makes the 
people altogether pa dive in matter of government, 
religion, and marriage. Nay, Dr. Price does it al- 
ready where he fays, that, according to the fcherrfe 
he oppofes, t fome menpoflefs a right of governing 
f : ¥ 3 irrdeperi. 



let*, ( ffff } 

independently on the wilt ©f the people. 1 *" Tfiit 
adertion is true in one fenfe, and faife in another. 
It » true that thehigHcr powers mud govern the 
lefs, and that Sovereigns have a right of ruling 
their {ubje£b for good, " independently on the will 
9/ the people.'* That is, fuppofing the people 
wantonly dethroned their Sovereigns, to let up 
anarchy on the* ruins of every legiflature ; it is 
true that fuch fovereigns (hould ftilL have a ri^ht 
to rule fuch unruly Uibje&s ; juft as a. captain^ 
againfl whom his foldiers wantonly rife, has Hill 
a right to command them, whether they,- will be com- 
manded or not. If this ^vere not true, rebellion* 
and treafon were no fin at all. y the heinoufnefsof 
thofe crimes confi fling in a wanton- refitting of a* 
power, which poffefTes a right of governing, us^ 
whether we mil be governed or not. But if Dr. Price 
intimates, that our do&rine fuppofes the will of th? 
people has abiulutely no (hare in our do&rine o£ 
government, he greatly miflakes : For we think 
that the will of a majority of the people is as indif? 
penfably neceflary tathe fupppri of civil govern* 
ment in the ilate,. as the wilt of a. majority of the 
/oldiers is necefTary to the fupport of military go- 
vernment in the army. Neverthelefs^the content 
of the people to be governed by their Sovereign,, 
and of the foldiers to-.be commanded by their ge- 
neral, is not the ground or origin of the So- 
vereign's and general's authority. It is., eniyr 

tcaufa fine qua nonj a requifite, without which*, 
overeignsand generals cannot exercife their aur 
thority. 

Some ittuftraVions may help you to underiland 
this nice point of do&nne. Men are bound, to 
pay God a reafonable fervice, whether they will* 
or not. A wife is bound to obey her huflrand in 
all reafonable things, whether willingly or. un- 
willingly. And fubje&s are bound fa obey their 
.fovereign in all reafonable and lawful things, how- 
ever averfe they may be to it. Nor is it. lefs ab- 
furdto make a lawful Sovereign's claim to. the obe- 
dience of his fubje&s, depend upon their will V 

than 
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t" than to make the right which a hufband has of 
f ruling his wife, depend upon her caprice ; or the 
i right wjjjch God has to our adoration, turn upon 
mrconfent. Neverthclcfs if wives will abfolutcly 
rcfufe to fubmit to their hufbands, tinners to their 
God, and fubjefts to their king, they can (hake 
off the yoke of fubjc&ion, and affect doincftic, 
teligious, and civil independence. But then the 
purpofes of marriage, religion and government, 
are defeated ; and a threefold rebellion takes 
place. 

It will be proper here to trace back to its fource 
the error about liberty, which Dr. Price has adop- 
ted from Roujfcauy the great liencva par riot : A 
fatal error this, by which that fanciful politician 
has kindled the flame of di I cord in his own coun- 
try. This error confinyfn inferring, that, becaufe 
a favage, who lives alone in a wood, is his own 
governor, and can legiflate for himfelf ; a man, 
who lives in civil lociety can do the fame. But is 
r ot this as abfurd as to fuppofe, that becaufe a man 
who is not lifted, and of courfe is under no mili- 
tary government, can go backward or forward 
when he pleafes : therefore a foldier in the 
field of battle has a right to le&ifiate for him- 
felf, and advance or retire jail when he thinks, 
proper ? 

I grant that if a, number of favages, living like 
wild hearts without religion, marriage, and gouern- 
menty could be prevailed on to enter upon a religi- 
ous, conjugal and civil life ; among all the religi- 
ons, women, and governments which they could 
chufe, they might undoubtedly ekufe thofe which, 
they thought beft. This, after a clofe enquiry, 
would be both their right and. their duty. And 
fuppofe they had miftaken idolatry for religion, 
an inceftous union for marriage, and tyranny fa* 
government ; they would be bound to alter, their 
plan, becaufe fuch capital mi (takes are duftru&ive. 
of. the falutary ends propofed. in religion^ marriage 
and government. Again : When they had agreed 
to embrace a religious,, conjugal, and civil life ; 
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tin y might -C :c l ■; * " :-, G :i ::ir.-:rr cr 
in", in open air * r ir. < jrc~. :*■ mr.s cr :n 
rr.s, &c. They ir.^'r.t agree :c j^i befor 
wit nc ires, or two hur.urcd, ar.i : . it brg 
ami iccciving a ring, or oniy Ly joining h 
And they might embrace a monarchicil, ariib 
tical, or dc:noc ratical government ; or they rr, 
as the Englifti have done, combine thofc t* 
forts of governments, and fubmit at once to a k 
w\\ houlc of lords, and an houfe of commc 
Hut if they had once cfpouLd a true religi 
lawful wives, and a lawful government : tr. 
would (in again (I God, their neighbour, andtht 
own fouls thty would be guilty of impiet 
a'! id' try, and lcbcllion ; if they wantonl 
1 hanged their religion, their wives, and thci 
iov< icign. O 

The rcafon is evident** Men who never had 
any religion, wife, or fovcrcign, are tied to na 
wife, or fovcrcign. But as foon as they arc 
bound by lacramcntal ordinances to profeis a ctif 
tain religion ; by conjugal promifes to cleave to a 
critain woman ; and by oaths of allegiance to fub- 
mit to a certain fovcrcign *, they are highly guilty 
if they break through their engagements without* 
ttipitul rcufon. I fay without a capital rcafon^ 
hrcaufr, as God allows divorce in caie of undenia- 
ble adultery; lo he permits our 1 enouncing a 
church undeniably and capitally corrupt, and our 
withdrawing from a government undeniably and 
capitally^ tyiannical. 1 lay a peculiar cmphafis 
upon the words undeniably and capitally, to make 
loom for the lcriptural dotliinc which you ad- 
vance p. 66, " The perfonai vices of our go- 
vernors, and any flight error in their adminiftra- 
tion, will not juflify our refitting them much 
Ivi's will an imaginary error, or a groundU/s fufpi- 
cioa do it. And of this nature are undoubtedly 
the American conceits, that reasonable, legal 
taxes are not due by fubjefts to the fuprcmc power 
which piotefts. them ; that a direct and equal rc- 
prcicntalion in parliament is conftitutionally nc- 

ccflary 
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ceflary to tTie lawfulness of a money-bill ; and 
that the Britifh legiflature ufes the Colonills in a 
tyrannical manner, becaufc it infifts upon fatis- 
fa&ion for the depredations wantonly committed 
ky the mobbing Boftonians. From the whole, I 
Itope, I may fafely conclude, that the foundation 
of Dr. Price's peculiar pat riot if m is laid in a grofs 
iniftakc;— a imitake which coniifts in confounding 
the lawlefs liberty ofa favagc, who lives under no 
fort of government, with the lawful liberty of a 
fiijctl, who is protected by a civil government ; 
and that government, inftead of being the creature of 
ikt people, or the refult of a convention between 
them and their rulers, is the creature of God, and 
fwhenconfidercd in the theory | is the caufe, and 
hot the refult, of luch a convention as the Doctor 
fpeaks of. 

Page 69, You continue to quote him thus. 
" It is a do&rine, which avowcily fubverts civil 
liberty." No : it is a doftiine, which avowedly 
ftcures a due fubmiflion to the governors that 
guard our civil liberty.—" It rcprefents mankind 
as a body of vaffals, formed to dofcend like 
cattle from one fet of owners to another, who 
have an abfolute dominion over them. It is a won- 
der, that thofe who view their fpecics in a right 
fo humiliating, (hould ever be able to think of 
themfelves without regret and fhame." This ar- 

fument appeats to me illogical and invidious. 
1) Illogical : Logick forbids us to alter the terms 
of a propofition. This Dr. Price does when he 
fubflitutes the word " absolute dominion, which 
our do&rine requires, I am fo far from aflcrting 
that human Sovereigns have an absolute domi* 
nion" over their fubje&s, that I fteadily oppofe 
the pretended orthodoxy of the men, who afcribe 
fueh a dominion to God. I need not inform 
cither you Sir, or Dr. Price, that there are di- 
vines in England, who teach, that God's dominion 
over his unborn creatures is fo absolute, that 
he not only can, but does absolutely yeprobate 

feme 
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fome of them, and appoint them to unavoidable 
and eternal ruin, before they hang yet at their 
mother's breaft ; nor need I remind you, that, in 
oppofition to thefe men, I aflert that God's fo- 
vereignty, far from being thus abfolute, is always 
circumicribcd by his goodnefs, wifdom, and juf— 
tice. — [2) The Do&or's argument is, I fear, invi— . 
dious. What would he think of my candor, if,, 
treading in his Reps, I reflected on the f u bo rdi na- 
tion of wives to their hufbands, foldiers to then — 
generals, flocks to their paiiors, fervants to their - ■ 
matters, and creatures to their Creator in the famer 
manner, in which he reflects on the fubordination_ 
of fubje&s to their fovercigns ? I (hall apply hi^=- 
argument only to the cafe of married women, thus =^ 

" The do6lrine of the reafonable dominion, whichc 

all hufbands have over their wives, reprefents^— 
womankind as a body of vajfals. And thole who^ 
marry two or three hufbands one after another^ 
are formed to defcend like cattle from one owner to* 
another, who has an absolule dominion over them— 
It is a wonder that tho/e, who view their fex in aw 
light Jo humiliating, Jhould ever be able to think of 
them/elves without regret and Jhame."— For my j}aix 
far from being brought over to American patriot- 
ism by this logic, I think it is a wonder 9 that rea- 
fonable and good men Jhould ever be able to 
think without regret and Jhame, upon the pub- 
lic encomiums and' rewards, with which they 
have crowned fuch illogical and dangerous ar- 
guments. 

The reft of your quotation from Dr. Price is an 
infinuation, that arts and fciences flourifh no more 
in a country, where the people fubmit to a mo- 
narch who will be obeyed, whether high republi- 
cans will fubmit or not. The whole of his argu-. 
ment is fumtned up in thefe concluding lines : 
" With what luflre do the ancient fiee dates of 
Greece fhine in the annals of the world ? How 
different is that country now, under the Great 
Turk ? The difference between a country in- 
habited by men, and by brutes, is not greater."— I 

am 
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ot For an abfolute monarchy. I repeat it, the 
i(h conltitution, which places the legiflative 
x in a king, a body of patrician lenators, 
m houfe of plebeian lawgivers, appears to me 
10ft perfeft upon earth ; becaufe it collefts in 
olitical focus all the advantages of the French 
xchy, the Venerian ariftocracy, and the new 
rican democracy. Neverthclefs, as a lover 
ith and matter of faft, I (hall venture to pro- 
fome queries relative to Dr. Price's infinua- 
What people are more fclf-govcrned, or 
free from 'fupreme authority, than the Hotten- 
and what people come nearer than they, to 
/ildnefs and ftupidity of brutes ? — Were not 
^acedemonians, with all the ado they made 
t liberty, furprilingly regardlefs of arts and 
ces ? Did not learning fo flouriih in Egypt 
Babylon, under abfolute princes, that the 
ks formerly went there for improvement, as 
ow do to our renowned univerfitics? — When 
rtsand fciences flouriih more in Judca, than 
>lomon's reign ; and who ever was a more 
ute monarch ? — When did they reach a high- 
rfection in Rome, than under the reign of 
aflus ? And yet Auguftus was a defpot.— 
t*king ever ruled the French with an higher 
than Lewis XIV ? And was it not under 
cign that the French literature {hone in her 
dian glory ?— When didRuflia emerge out of 
of barbarity and rude ignorance ? Was it 
vhen Peter the Great, her defpotic emperor, 
her his powerful hand ? And do not at this 
rts and iciences continue to make rapid pro- 
there, under the patronage of .the prefent 
>tic emprefs ? — What people arc under a 
: abfolute government, than the Pruffians? 
in what part of Germany do the BelUs Lettres 
ilh more than in Pruffia ? If Dr. Price does 
hints juftiee, he will own, that an high 
irehical government is at leaft as favourable 
.e improvement of arts and fciences, as an 
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high republican adminiftration. "But, I repeat 
it, the middle, conftitutional way is prefewbieto 
both thofc extremes. 

Page 73. You favour me with another quotati- 
on from Dr. Price. The do&rine of it centers in 
the laft paragraph, which runs thus. " All dele- 
gated power mujl be Subordinate and limited" 
Granted. All governing power is delegated from 
.the King of Kings, and therefore it is fubordinate. 
to him, and is limited by the bounds which he 
has fixed, that is, by rcafon, fcripture, and the 
apparent good of the people. The Do&or goes 
on : " If Omnipotence can, with any fenfe, be 
afcribed to a legillature, it mult be lodged where 

ALL LEGISLATIVE POWER ORIGINATES \ that IS, 
IN THE PEOPLE. 1 ' 

This is a groundlefs fuppofition, which the 
Do&or and you take for granted a mifchievous 
-fuppofition, which is direftly contrary to Scrip 
ture and Reafon. And firfl to Scripture. Put 
them in mind, fays the Apoftle, to be subject to 
principalities and powers, to obey magiftrates. And 
why Christians are to be thus fubjc£fc, he informs 
us where he fays, that The powers that art, are of" j 
daincd of God, not of the people; and that they 
zvko rejijt, refijt the ordinance of GOD^ and not of 
the people. A people, who have no governors, 
may indeed chitfe 1 their governors, juft as a (Ingle 
woman may chufe a hnfband ; but the authority 
of the governors once chofen depends upon the 
people no more, than the authority of a nufbani 
depends upon his wife, though (he chofe him 
preferably to all other men ; — no more than 
the legiflative authority of our plebeian law- 
givers depends upon the freeholders or bur- 
gefles, who elected them preferably to other gen- 
tlemen. 

This will probably offend our republican level- 
lers, who fancy they are all born legiflators, and 
can confer the power of legiflation on the members 
of the houfe of commons, jult as the king can 

confer 
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confer the honour of knighthood upon a gentle* 
man. But I mud fpeak the truth, and do my fub- 
jcft juftice, whoever is difplcafed at me for it. 
And I am ready to defend the following propor- 
tion again ft all out levellers and mi (taken patriots. 
The people, that is, the governed, can no more 
create governing or legiflativc power, and beflow 
it upon the members of parliament whom they 
chute, than the aldermen, who have the right of 
chufing a mayor, can create a mayoralty no 
more than the women, who have the right of chu- 
fing a hulband, can create mafculine iupremacy ; 
-*no more than the fervants, who have chofen a 
mafter, can create mafterly power ; or the-foldicrs 
who chufe to lift under this or that captain, rather 
than another, can create the military authority to 
Which they fubmit. 

You poffibly reply, What, is not Edmund 
Burke, Efq ; my reprefentative ? Did not I chufe 
him to reprefent me in parliament ? Did not I 
*nvcft him with my legillating power ? And do 
Hot I, in his perfon, fhare in the government of 
Great Britain ? Indeed you do not, Sir, any 
Jnore than I partake of the royal dignity in the 
perfon of the Jung. Permit me to hand you out 
of your imaginary paradifc of legiflation, by the 
following important diftin&ion. Every member 
of the houfe of commons has two characters. The 
firft is that of reprefentative of the commons of 
ill the Britifh empire in general, and of a certain 
borough or Ihire in particular. The fecond and 
nobler character of a member of parliament is, 
that of reprefentative of Godhimfelf. Accoiding 
to the former cfiara&er, he is an agent of the peo- 
ple 7 but with refpeft to the latter, he is, in his 
degree, the fubftitute of God. Agco/ding to the 
former capacity, he fpreads before the legiflature 
the wants or wiihes of the people in general, and 
of his borough or {hire in particular : and accor- 
ding to the latter capacity he, in his degree, makes 
laws, if the majority of the legillating body con- 
curs with him. 

G x Should 



5~o;L£ r?: lit. z±zz this is a politics 
Eir":.- Tr!rir.r i r.L'. f-ca ict fancy, 
r*4S zr.Lit, :ri_«- ,L ~ tcl^- vhich has its f 
the Ttrrri:.:- c- .nsp : ard 1 prove 
parallel «_':- ttH r.rikc you fo ir 

more n ii r-TCiilv y-cur o\ra. The 
of a certain c-^r r:rr r^Jn cf rrDtefrants ii 
cxprcfTcd a ctii-T :c rave yra for thei; 
arid upon :h:> t.ilr \ ;; criained. ] 

it follow, tha: yc_r i_;hcr :y :o preach 
pel afcer.ds ficm o-r £ock :o you ? If y 
greg2t:on in;i:~:c»: jper; yc-r preaching 
fmooth things. - *.p \: . rr £;:*it j, beca 
chofe you to be :he:r ir:r ^^r. would yo 
ly convince them cf their :V:'v. by a di 
ftmilar to mine ? W, ;.: yea no: iV.\\ Gei 
though I am your ir.:r.:::cr. ^r.J ;".^ugh I 
dairicd in c.onkq ie~ce cfyc.:r i;.rT:;igcs, 
I a n oidained. i have an au»r.o::iy wl 
never gave nor can give. I a-n the mi 
God 9 as well as your paftcr. My commi 
preach the gofpcl I have received fron 
and not fiom you ; and by orJer of th 
wittion, whether you will bear, or uluiher 
forbear, I rnufb preach to you i eve re as 
Toothing truths. — Apply this, Sir, to ou 
ral qut-Rion, and you will fee, that the 1 
of parliament, in their capacity of legiflai 
no more authorifed by the people to ma 
and bound to vote according to the direv: 
their conititucnts ; than you and I receiv 
rity from our flocks to preach the gof 
arc bound, in the delivery of our meffag 
people, to confult their various humo 
caule legillators derive their authority fix 
juft as gofpel minifters do their co:ninifii 
Christ. Were this obicrvation propcrl) 
ed to, our lawgivers would fludy chrnti; 
tics with afliduity, that they might full 
iland the will of God, the fuprcmc 1: 
whom they reprefent, and to whom th 
one day give a Uriel account for the precio 



Let. 3. ( 74 y 

of legiflation, with which they arc cntruftcd ! 
and Dr. Price would no longer poilon the minds 
of thoufands, with the antichriftian do&rinc, 
that every man is, or ought to he, his own legi- 
flator, and that legiflative power afcends from 
the people, and governing power from the go- 
verned. 

(2) As this notion is contrary to fcripture, fo 
j is it to rcafon. For reafon dictates, that if go- 
I verning power came from the people, the people 
might whenever they pleafe, chufe to difobey 
their governors, and would have a right to do fo. 
A parallel cafe will make youfenfible of the truth 
of this aflertion. Supreme, legitlative authority 
belongs to me within the narrow co:npafs of my 
family, as you fuppofe that it belongs co the people 
throughout the wide extent of the Britifh domi- 
nions. I may, if I pleafe, delegate to my fervant 
the right of making houfehold-regulations. And 
if I had delegated my right, and in confequence 
of this delegation my fervant commanded me to 
breakfoft at eight o'clock, is it not evident, that 
if I pleafed, I might inftantly refume my delega- 
ted power, and fay, You are only my reprefenta- 
tive ; my authority exceeds yours : I infill upon 
breakfafting an hour later. Leaving the applica- 
tion of my fimile to your good fenfe, I conclude, 
that, whenever you and Dr. Price teach, that the 

!>owcr of the governors originates from, or is de- 
egated by, the governed, you fap the foundation 
of all government, and indirectly bring in the 
lawlefs democracy, which a facred hi dorian de- 
fcribes where he fays, In thofe days there was no 
king in Ijrael : Every man did that which was right 
in his own eyes, 

. But the Doctor adds, " For their [the peo- 
ple's] "fakes government was injiituted ; and 
'heir's is the only real Omnipotence !" And what if 
t is, does this prove that governing power is de- 
egated by the governed ? Would not the meaneft 
:orporation in the kingdom di (honour itfelf, if it 
joroplimented me fox faying, Militaiy government 
G a is> 
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is inflitutcd Jor the fake of foldicrs, and theirs is the 
only real omnipotence of the army : Therefore the 
power of the general and otheT officers is delega- 
ted by, and originates from the foldiers. Equal- 
ly conclufivc, O ye American patriots, is your 
grand argument concerning the origin of power ! 

Page 76, Introducing the Doftor for thelaft 
time, you fay, 'To prove the right Great Britain 
has to tax America, it is very common to plead, 
Wc arc the Parent State. Hear Dr. Price 
upon this fubjecL' — " Thcfe are the magic words, 
which have fafcinated and milled us.— The Eng- 
li(h came from Germany. Does that give the Ger- 
man Itates a right to tax us ?" To this trium- 
phant queftion I anfwer, No : becaufe the Ger- 
mans do not protect us : But if the German Diet 
had, to this day, kept up fleets to guard our coafls 
and an army to fight our battles : and if we had 
always called the Emperor of Germany our five* 
reign, had received his lieutenants as our governors, 
and admitted his coin as our lawful money, I 
would think it a great piece of difloyalty and in- 
juflice, to refufe him a reafonable tribute. For 
protection, and reafonable taxes, are equivalent to 
each other, as the cuftomer's money is equivalent 
to the tradefman's goods. Nor is it lels unrea- 
sonable in the Colon i ft s, who have got their im- 
menfe wealth under the protective wings of Great 
Britain, to refufe Great Britain the return of rea- 
fonable taxes, now they are able to pay them ; 
than it would be in you to receive the goods of a 
mercer, and to refufe making him a proper ac- 
knowledgement by paying the reafonable bill he 
fends you, when he thinks you can difcharge k 
without d litre fling yourfelf. And as it would be 
a fhameful excufe in a gentleman, to fay to hit 
tradefmen, who kindly delayed fending in their 
bills till he had received his rents, Why did you 
not fendmeyour bills before ? So it is an unjuft 
excufe in the Colonics to fay to the protective 
power, Why did you not pafc bills of internal 

taxation 
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on before the ftamp-a& ? For a ju ft right; 
edon the eternal nature and fitnefs of things 
jver be loft, tho* it (hould never be exer- 
If you pay your fcrVant wages for fifty 
without ever commanding him to go on 
iglc errand, and at laft order him to do fome- 
which he is able to do ; he cannot plead 
iption with any decency. lie would betray 
ratitude equal to his infolcncc if he faid, 
ou never commanded me to go on your cr- 
beforc, and therefore you have loft your 
to my obedience. Had fuch a fervant a 
of modefty and duty, he would argue in a 
,r diametrically oppofite : he would fay, I 
ubly bound to go on all your errands to the 
: of my power. Your not calling upon me 
rt my ftrength for you before, lays mc 
a double obligation to do it now with, 
ulnefs. 

5 brings to my mind 'another curious argu- 
of Dr. Price. " Had the colonies [fays 
en communities of foreigners, over whom 
nted to acquire dominion, &c. they [fome 
hmen] are ready to admit that their refif- 
would have beenjuft. In my opinion, this 
fame with faying, that the Colonics ought 
vorfe off than the reft of mankind, becaufc 
re our Brethren, 1 * To fliew the inconclu- 
s of this argument, I need only bring it to 
ight thus : You have more right to com- 
your own children and fcrvants, than to 
ind ftrangers : And therefore your own 
in and fervants. are worfe off l\\^n ftrangers : 
is : The Britifli legiflature has more right 
Britifh fubje&s than the fubje&s of France 
sain : And therefore Britifli fubjc6ts are 
off than Frenchmen and Spaniards.— -The 
s of France and Spain would juftly rile>. 
. Britifli taxation, and therefore the fub-* 
: Great-Britain may alfo juftly rife againft 
Orthus : Englifhmen have more authority 
G $ oyer 
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from the fervitude of owe part of the city to the other, 
—from the fervitude of the non- free- men to your- 
felves *, and therefore you yourfelves arc as 
much involved in the guilt of enflavrng your fel- 
low-creatures, as your fcheme fuppofes the king 
and parliament to be* Let your principles of civil 
liberty take place at home ; Level authority in the 
city ; or for decency's fake, never more reflect up- 
on our legiflators, becaufe they do not level it in 
the empire* 

Dr. Price prefents us with another bold plea 
for levelling patriotifm ; and it is fo much the 
more curious, as it is a perfett jeft upon the free- 
dom of the city of London, with which the pa- 
triots have prefented him. This plea runs thus : 
" We [non voters] iubmit to a parliament that 
docs not reprefent us, and therefore they [the 
Colonifts] ought. How ftrange an argument is 
this? It is faying we want liberty, and there- 
fore they ought to want it. Suppofe it true, that 
they are indeed contending for a better conftitu- 
tion of government, and more liberty than we en- 
joy ; Ought this to make us angry ?— Is it gene- 
rous, becaufe we are in a ftnk, to endeavour to 
draw them into it ? Ought we not rather to wifh 
earneftly that there may be at lead one frec 
country left upon earth, to which we may fly 
when .venality, luxury, and vice, have completed 
the ruin of liberty here ?"— I own to you, Sir, 
that if I were the author of Dr» Price's Obfcroa* 
Hons, and the patriots of London rewarded me 
for my book, by giving me the freedom of their 
city, I would rejecfc that honour with deteftatior* 
indfay : Gentlemen, what do you mean by pre- 
Fenting me with the freedom of your city ? Is not 
four intended favour a glaring proof that you en~ 
laved me before, as you do all my fellow-citizens. 

ho are not freemen ? Will you make me a. par- 
taker of your fin ? Witl you bribe me into tyran- 
iy by a gold box ? Far from accepting a place in. 
pur partial legiflature, I will excite my enflaved 
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fellow citizens to rife again ft you, I will content 
for a better conjlUution of city-government, and more 
later Ly than we enjoy : Ought this to moke you angry t 
Is it generous, becaufe the non-freemen art in a jink) 
to endeavour to keep them init ? Ought you not rg- 
thtr to zcijh earncftly, that there may at Uajt be oni . 
free City Ift in Great-Britain, to which wenaj ', 
Jiy, when venality, luxury, and vice have compltaid, 
the ruin of liberty in the kingdom ? Till Dr. Price ' 
acts in this manner, and the city patriots recant 
their encomiums of his book, or abolifh the dif- 
t i net ion between free-men and non-freemen in their 
community : they mull give the unprejudiced 
world leave to con fide* r them as i neon filtcnt men, 
who lay and do not as partial men, who lay 
upon other communities heavy burdens, which 
they will not fuHer their own community to | 
touch ; — and «s reftiefs, imperious lubjects, who \ 
infift upon our lcgillaiors levelling authority in 
America, when they themfelves will not level it 
in England ; no not in the city of London, where ! 
American patriotilm has let up its ftandard. But 1 
I return to taxes. 

You will perhaps object, that, If the Colonifts 
once owed taxes to the Britilh legiflature for pro- 
tection, yet they owe them now no more ; becaufe 
all ties and natural contracts are now broken ; the 
mother-country having turned her protection into 
acts of open hollility : I reply, that Great Britain 
challifesthc Colonics for their difobediente, with 
the reluctance of a fond parent, who, when (he 
corrects an undutiful child, is rc.idy to take his 
part againft a murderer. Wei c it not for the ter- 
ror of our fleets, fome greedy European powers 
would perhaps at this very time fail upon the Co- 
lonics, and endeavour to annex them to their do- 
minions. Again : If your iervant or your fon 
had abufed you, and you gave him correction to 
bring him to a fenie of his duty ; would he not 
add folly to wickednefs if he laid ; Sir, .my obli- 
gation to obey you ceafes ; For inltead of tiling, 
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me as a mailer, or a father, you prepare to cor- 
rect me ; nay, you ft r ike me ! Every relation 
therefore, is now at an end between us. You 
have cut the lad knot which tied me to you, and 
I will now fight you as an open enemy— This 
immoral excufe brings to my remembrance the 
obftinacy of fome incorrigible men, whom David 
defcribes thus : The wrath of God came upon them 
for their difobedience, and flew thtfattejl of them* 
For all this they finned ^h7£--Yea, they finned yet 
more agzinft him, — their divine fbvereign. But I 
hope better things of our pious American bre- 
thren. Notwithftanding the unwearied endea- 
vours of fome patriots, to confirm them in their 
unnatural re fi fiance, they will, I trufl, fubmit to 
God and the king. 

Page 76, you continue to quote the Doclor 
thus : " Children having no property, and being 
incapable of guarding themf elves, the author of 
nature has committed the care of them to their 
parents, and fubje&ed them to their abiblute au- 
thority. But there is a period when, having ac- 

Suired property, and a capacity of judging for 
lemfelves, they become independent agents ; 
and when, for this reafon, the authority of their 
parent ceafes, and becomes nothing, but the ref- 
pe£k and influence due to benefa&ors." This ar- 

S anient is as illogical as it is ingenious. The 
aw of it confifts in confounding the double re- 
lation which the Colon ifls fuftam, namely that 
of Jons, and that of fubjefts of Great Britain : 
Granting therefore, to Dr. Price, that according 
to the law of nature, there is a time when children 
becolhe independent by acquiring property and 
wifdom ; yet this is not the cafe with refpeft to 
subjects ; but whatever be their wealth and age 
and whatever capacity they have of judging for 
themfclves, they continue to be dependent agents ; 
being Hill bound to obey, in all reafonabU things, 
the legiflativ e power under w hich Providence has 
placed them. The plaufible argument of your fe- 
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cond, when touched with the finger of found lo- 
gick, fhrinks therefore into a fophifm as glaring 
as that which follows : When the Prince of 
Wales (hall be of age, he fhall be independent on 
his father, and therefore he (hall alfo be indepen- 
dent on the king. He (hall have the liberty of tak- 
ing a ride whether his father confent or not, 
and therefore he (hall alfo have the liberty of 
commanding the fleet and the army whether his 
king confent or not. If you would be frighted at 
my wickednefs. were I to ftir up the prince to 
rebellion by fuch fophiftry ; why do you re- 
commend as " excellent," a pamphlet which 
fupports the American revolt by io weak an argu- 
ment. 

You continue to quote the JJo&or. " Suppo* 
fing, therefore, that the order of nature in 
eftablifliing the relation between parents and 
children, ought to have been the rule of our con- 
duel: to the Colonies, we flwuld have been gradually 
relaxing our authority asHhey grew up." Ano- 
ther great miftake^this, of which you will be fen- 
fible if you apply the Doctor's fimile to the cafe 
in hand, thus : If the fovereign ought to confider 
the Colonifts as the children of Great Britain, 
and to treat them in a parental manner ; as they- 
grew up in power he JJiould have been gradually lef- 
fening their. burdens. But is not the inference 
big with abfurdity ? Becaufe parents lay no bur* 
den upon a fucking child, does it follow 'they are' 
to lay gradually lefs and lefs upon him as he grows 
vp ? Does not every unprejudiced perfon fee 
that, if a parent want his children's afliftance, he 
may increafe, and has a right, as they grow up, 
gradually to increafe the little burdens which he 
wants them to carry ^ and that nothing would be 
more abfurd than "gradually to relax his authority*' 
in this refpeft, when their iifcreafvng ftrength be* 
gins to render that authority valuable ? But fup- 
pofmg parents ought to require lefs and lefs of their 
children 3S they grow up, does it follow that 
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sovereigns ought to do fo too with refpccl to 
their subjects ? Is there a leg Mature in all the 
univcrfe, fo far funk in ftupidity as to fay to their 
fubje&s, You have paid taxes to the fovcieign for 
above a thoufand years, you arc now grown up 
into an ancient kingdom ; the American patriots 
have infinuated, that as our fubjccls are our chil- 
dren, we Jkould gradually relax our authority of 
taxing them as they grow up, and therefore we 
enaft that you (hall pay but one half of our taxes 
for fifty years, and in a hundred yeirs you (hall 
pay nothing, for the government will be old 
enough to fupport itfeif without any taxes at all : 
So (hall we (hew the world, that we are grey- 
headed lawgivers, that you " arc no children," 
and that our once childifh constitution is grown 
to manly wifdom and ftrength. Such are the rea- 
fonings of Dr. Price's " moft excellent pamph- 
let l" Can feathers be lighter than thefc argu- 
ments with which the American patriots hope to 
batter down Britifh patriotifm ! Feathers how- 
ever may do mifchief, when they are clofcly 
compacted in a ftrong paper vehicle ; when they 
are rendered ponderous by the weight of a 
gold box, and when bufy prejudice hurls them 
through town and country with incredible 
ardor. 

This part of the American controversy is fo 
important, that I beg leave to throw light upon 
it by an appohte illuftration. I live in a parifti, 
where the wealth of feveral men confifts in the 
number and ftrength of their children. A poor 
collier has, it may be, five or iix fons. He 
works night and day to maintain them, in hopes 
that they will one day help to maintain him, and 
borrows money to build a houfe ; flattering him- 
felf that by the alii fiance of his children, as they 
grow up, he {hall loon difcharge the debt. When 
they are eight years of age, they get him a groat a 
day ; at fourteen, a milling ; and at nineteen, 
eighteen-pence j fo that the poor man has a fair 
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profpett of being foon, as he fays, on a level 
with the world." But alas ! his hope proves 
abortive : A bufy body, an envious neighbour 
or fome defigning perfon, poifons the mind of hit 
dutiful children with the politicks of Dr. Price, 
and fays, Your father does not uie you well. 
He is a tyrant. The flronger you grow, the more 
burdens he lays upon you ; whereas he (hould lay 
lefsand lefs. You "are no children You can 
maint ain yourfelves, and fpend your own money* 
If I were in your place, tnis very day I would 
leave the old man, and fet up for myfelf.— Too 
many of thefe deluded youths have I feen, firft, 
ufing their parent ill through fuch mifchievoul 
infinuations : and then turning their backs upon 
him, to go and fquander in riot and bloody fports, 
the money which they (hould have applied to the 
difcharge of the family-debt, which was contrac- 
ted to build the houfe, where they have lived 
rent free all their life. 

If I blame this conduft in my young, unduti- 
ful parifhioners, can I approve of it in my Ame- 
rican fcllow-fubje&s, who defpife a legiflative 
power poffefled of royal, as well as parental autho- 
lity ? Is it right in them to turn their backs upon 
their mother-country, when (he groans under the 
weight of a debt, which has been in part contrac- 
ted for their fake ? And can we wonder enough 
at the conducl of Dr. Price, who tells us of " tne 
ruin with which the national debt threatens us ; 
—a debt much heavier than that whichTfifty years 
ago, the wiiefl men thought would necetfarily 
fink us an immenfe debt, which we have no 
fair profpecl: of difcharging but by the prudent 
management of growing taxes, and by the loyal, 
filial and brotherly aflHlancc, which we have a 
right to expett from the Colonies ; can we, I fay 
wonder enough at the (I range conduft of Dr. 
Price, who while he tries to frighten us with the 
awful afpe£t of this national debt, fays all he can 
to render us odious and contemptible to the Co- 
lonies, 
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Ionics, by whofe friendly and proportionable help 
we are in hopes of difcharging it ? 

This conduct of Dr. Price is fo much the more 
furprifing, as he intimates in his conclufion, that 
u The debt of England, &c. might be acknow- 
ledged the debt of every individual part of the 
whole empire, Afia, as well as America includ- 
ed." For my part, fuppofingyi<fy>£?j had a right 
to retire from their jovereigns, as grown up chil- 
dren have to leave their parents ; I do not fee 
how the Colonies could in confeience defire to fet 
up for themfelves, and form a feparate empire, 
before they have helped their mother-country to 
extricate herfelf out of the difficulty of her nation- 
al debt : nor can I conceive how the fovcreign 
could juftly permit them to commence indepen- 
dent ; becaufe the flrength and wealth of a! 1 the 
Britifh empire are the double fecurity on which 
thoufands of people have placed cither the whole 
or a part of their fortune in the /locks ; and it 
would be wronging the public to let fo con- 
fide rable a part of that fecurity, as America, be 
loft. 

However [fays Dr. Price, who is always un- 
happily ingenious in finding fault with the fove- 
reign's conduft] * ; Had we nourifhed and favour- 
ed America, with a view to commerce, in (lead of 
confidering it as a country to be governed, &c. a 
glowing furplus in the revenue might have been 
gained, which, invariably applied to the gradual 
difcharge of the national debt, would have de- 
livered us from the ruin with which it threatens 
us."—** This trade"[with the Colonies | " was not 
Ally an increajing trade ; but it was a trade in which 
we had no rivals ! a trade certain, conjlant, ami un- 
interrupted." 

But why was this trade " an increajing trade, in 
tbhich toe had no rivals ?'* Was it not becaufe the 
Colonifts were fo taken up with clearing ground, 
planting, and building, that they had no time to 
apply themfelves to the culture of lefs neceffary 
H arts ? 
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arts. ? But now that their houfes are built, their 
fields in proper order, and their numbers raulti- 
plying faft, they muft either idly look one at an- 
other, or ereft manufa&ures, and piovide them- 
jfelves with a hundred articles, with which they 
have hitherto been fupplied from England. So 
lhall they themfelves, naturally become our " ri- 
vals" in manufactures : and the moment this is 
the cafe, our trade with them will naturally de- 
crease, and Dr. Price's fcheme for difcharging the 
national debt will prove an idle fpeculation, unlefs 
we fhould aft fo tyrannical a part as to put a total 
flop to induflry among them. Hence appears 
the propriety and neceflity of internal taxes, in 
order to obtain from them a revenue, which may 
be at once rational, fcriptural, conflitutional and 
flirt. 

Again : Why has our trade with the Colonies 
been hitherto " a trade certain, conftant, and unin* 
terrupttd ?" Was it not becaufe Great Britain 
by maintaining her fupremacy over the Colonies, 
could confine their trade, and make it flow in 



-will fhc be able to oblige the Colonies to trade 
with her, more than with France, Holland, or 
Spain ? Is it not evident, that in the fame year 
in which (he lofes her fupremacy, not only her 
American dominions and taxes, but likewife her 
American ports and trade will be loft for ever, 
unlefs the fcolonifts can get more by us than by 
•other nations ? I (hould wonder, that fo obvious 
a thought efcaped fo penetrating a genius as Dr. 
Price ; if I did not know, that the peculiar pa- 
triot! fm, which I oppofe, is fo intent upon look- 
ing for dcfe&s in the conftitution, and for bie- 
rnuhes in our governors, that it frequently over- 
looks the mod glaring truths. 

Return we now to your quotation, and let us 
fee if the concluiion is preferable to the begin- 
ning : Dr. Price goes on. " But, like mad pa- 
rents, we have done the contrary ; and at the 
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very tim« when our authority fhould have been 
moft relaxed, we have carried it to the gieatefl 
extent, and exercifed it with the great eft rigor. 
No wonder then, that they [the Colonies") have 
turned upon us ; and obliged us to remember, 
u that they are not children." firing the Do&or'a 
meaning to open light : unfold his argument, and 
you will find the following proportions, which 
may be confidered as the political creed of Dr. 
Price and the American patriots. (1) Parents 
who do not relax their authority of lading fome 
eafy burdens upon the,ir children, as their chil- 
dren gr6w more able to, bear fuch burdens, are 
" iriad parents."— (2) Our political parents, that 
is, our legiflators, who have not relaxed their 
authority of laying for^e eafy taxes upon their 
American children, as thefe children grew more 
able to pay fuch taxes, are " mad " legiflators. 
•—{3) When children grow up, and have got 
ftrength enough to bear a little burden for their 
heavy-laden parents ; and when fuch parents de- 
fire their children to give them fome filial aftiftanca 
it is no wonder that grown up child [en turn vp<>n 
their parents, and oblige them, " tj rtmembtr that 
they arc not childrem,"-->(4) Tfec Colonics have 
now got ftrength enough to eafe Great Britain by 
bearing fome ftnall proportion of the taxes with 
which (he is loaded : and therefore it is no wonder 
that they turn, fword in hand, upon their mother 
country, and oblige her to remember that they are not 
children. Such i$ the manner in which a doc- 
tor In divinity enforces the fifth command- 
ment ! Q 

If this do&rine (hocks you, Sir, what would 
you think of it, were I to apply it to the character 
of subjects of Great Britain a character this, 
which the Colonifts bear, as well as that of Sons 
of Britons ? In this view of things, the Doctor's 
patriotic creed naturally fwells with the following 
articles. (1) A fovereign who docs not relax his 
authority of laying reafonable taxes upon his Jul" 
H a jetts, 



je&s, as they grow more able to pay fuch taxcn 
a&s like a " wtrt^" (overeign. (2) When fubje&s 
have ftrength and wealth enough to pay luch 
taxes, they may " turn upon'* their Sovereign, 
and oblige him to remember, that they arc no impotent 
fubjccls. And laftiy, to make an application of the 
whole, the king and parliament have acted like 
mad lawgivers, by laying, a rcafonable tax upon 
their American fubjeefcs ; and the Colonifts only 
oppofe madnefs, when they rife up in arms a gain ft 
their Sovereign, rather than pay the rcafonable 
tax laid upon them. If there is a grain of piety} 
morality, or good fenfe in one article of this pa- 
triotic creed, I confent to forfeit my claim to a 
grain of common fenle. 

Dr. Price may poflibly attempt to prove, that 
the iaft articles of this creed do not belong to bis 
do&rine : For he infinuates, that the Coloaife 
are not the fubje&s of Great Britain. Take hi* 
own words: "The people of America arc no 
more the fubjc&s of the people of Great Britain 
than the people of Yorkihire are the fubje&s of 
the people of Middlefex." This proportion » 
true, if the Do&or by the people of Great Britai* 
means you, me, and our BriHJh/eUow-fHbiecls. But 
who ever pretended, that the Colonifts are the 
fubje&s of xorkfhiremen or Corniftimen ? No 
Briton but the king can fay to a Colonift, You 
are my fubjeft. And if George the Third has a 
right to fay it, to every Colonift, it is only as b* 
is the head and representative of the whole legi- 
flative power, and can fay It to every EnglifUm*** 
When we affert, that the Colonifts are the fubje&s 
of Great Britain, we do not fet ouTfelves above 
them : We only mean that they are under the 
legiOative power of Great Britain, as well a&wc* 
And Dr. Price inadvertently grants it, when he 
adds, " They arc our fellow fubjefts For if they 
are our fellow-fubjeQsj /they arc bound to obey the 
Britilh legiflature as much as we are y as much 
at leaft as the body of the non-voters iu England* * 

fQuntle(| 
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mntlefs body this, which far exceeds the num* 
:r of all the American Colonifts, at appears 
)ra the account which Dr. Price himfelf gives us 
the inequality of our reprefentation, and the 
odigious difference which the conditution makes 
twecn Briton and Briton, with regard to the 
vilege of voting at elections. " In Great Bri- 
r>," [fays he] " confiding of near fix millions 
inhabitants, 5723 perfons, mod of them* the 
reft of the people, eleci one half of the houfo 
commons ; 364 votes chufe the ninth part/* 
cording to this account, and that which in an- 
er place he gives us of the Colonies, which, 
fays, con fid of " near three millions of peo- 
," it follows that when the parliament taxes 
non-voters in England, it taxes at lead two mil- 
ts of perfons more than when it taxes all Bxit\(h 
erica. 

Vith refpe ft to the prerogative which Britons 
more ancient people enjoy, when they chufe 
iament-men ; it may be as reafonably and le- 
f inveded in an elder community of fubje&s, 
l family-prerogative is inveded in an elder 
her. Add to this, that by paying heavier 
s, we now make, and, I hope, {hall always 
tably make a compenfation to the Colonies 
the luperior privileges annexed to our elder-' 
Nor is it more jud in the Colonies to levy 
againd Britons on the prefent occsfion r than 
ouid be in younger brothers to faH fword m 
i upon their elder brother, becaufe cuftom 
law allow him peculiar rights neceifary to 
rort the dignity of their family, which, as the 
born Ion, he peculiarly reprefents. 
lould you fay, that, according to this doftrine f 
Colonids. lofe the birth-right tranlmitted to 
i, as fons of free-born Engliihmcn, namely^ 
right of being their own legijlators : A facrcd 
t this, " without which government is a 
; and fubje&ion, " abjeft flavcry." — L re- 
that what the people of England never had* 
H 3 cannot 
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car? not be loft by the people of England, much 
lefs by the people of America. — ** What ! i ftyS 
your fchemej have not the voters in England the 
right of making their own laws ?" Xo. Sir, no 
more than Angels in heaven and Frenchmen on 
earth.— <s What ! Do we not chufe our own 
reprefentative^ ? And are not our rep re Tentative* 
lawgivers ?" Yes, Sir, but they are not law- 
givers as they are our agents and reprefcntativci ; 
but as they are the agents and representatives of 
the Great Lawgiver, who ordains the Poztrcrs that 
are.—" However they legiilate in confequenceof 
our choice." True ; but not through any k* 
gi flative power communicated to them by virtue 
of our choice. You rule your own wife if you 
have one, in confequence of the choice (he made 
of you for a hufband ; but not by any authority 
Ihe conveyed to you. If you have fons, and give 
them their choice of half a dozen mailers ; he 
whom they chufe, acquit es a right to command 
them in confequence of their choice, "but not 
through any authority conveyed to him by virtue 
of that choice. The authority of commanding 
your fons mud come from an higher fource than 
their ele&ion. If they could beflow magifterial 
authority, they could'refume it as often as they 
are inclined to play the truant. — " What ! accor- 
ding to the Britifh conttitution, is it not the pre- 
rogative of certain men, whom we call freeholders' 
and burgeffes, to give their vote to certain gen- 
tlemen, who, in confequence of thofe votes, are 
admitted as members of the houfe of commons, 
in which a large (hare of the legiflative power is 
lodged ?" True : This is a peculiarity of the 
Britifh government, juft as it is a peculiarity of the 
church of England, that fome men called reBors, 
vicars, and patrons, can give a ft u dent in divinity 
a title, in confequence of which he is in veiled 
with authority to be an cmbaflador of Chrifl, and 
to preach the gofpel. Butobferve! this autho- 
rity comes not from his rcficr, vicar, or patron * 
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Itdefcends from Chkiat himfeff. If I fancied, 
that authority to preach the gofpcl originates from 
me, becaufe I can give a candidate for orders a 
title, in confequence of which he may be admit- 
ted into holy orders, and preach for me, and to 
me ; I fhouid betray my Ipiritual vanity in the 
church, as much as thofe men betray their politi- 
cal pride in the flate, who fancy that they are 
born legiflators, and that they can convey the 
power of making laws to the gentlemen for whom 
they vote at an election, juft as you can convey 
the authority of dreffing your horfc, to the man 
whom you chufe for )our groom. I have dwelt 
the more upon this part of our controverfy, be- 
caufe the notion that f elf -government and felf-Ugifla- 
tion. naturally belong to all men in general, and to 
the people and Colonies of Great Britain in par- 
ticular, is the firptfro* 4""&ft tnc capital error, 
from which flows your American patriotifm. The 
moment that error is difcovered, this boaftcd 
virtue vifibly degenerates into a vice compounded 
of one or more of the fallowing ingredients, in- 
attention, prejudice, ignorance, conceit, pride, 
ambition, envy, refra&oninefc, and civil antino- 
mianifm. 

We have feen in the preceding letter, how 
greatly you have wronged the fovereign in point- 
ing out the caufe of the war with America : let us 
fee if Dr. Price does the king and parliament 
more juftice than you do. " The prefent con tell 
[fays his pamphlet J is for dominion on the fide of 
the Colonies, as well as on ours : — But with this 
difference. We are ftruggling for dominion over 
others ; they for ss LF-dominion ; the noble ft 
of all bleflings. — I am perfuaded, that were pride 
and the luft of dominion, exterminated from* 
every heart among us, &c. this quarrel would 
foon be ended — To {heath our fwords in the 
t>owels of our brethren — for no other end than to 
oblige thc«i to acknowledge our fupremacy : how 
horrid ! — This is the curled ambition that led a 

Csefrr, 
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Caefar, and an Alexander, and many other mad 
conquerors, to attack peaceful communities, and 
to lay wade the earth.— This war can have no 
other object than the extenfion of power." Thcfe 
patriotic affertions appear to me big with abfur- 
dity and grofs injuftice. Does Great Britain aim 
at an " extevfion of power" when (he protects our 
injured merchants, her opprefled fubjects ? Have 
not all fove reigns the right to defend wronged 
innocence ? Nay, is it not their bounden duty fo 
to do with refpect to their own fubjects ? Does 
our legiflature " extend her power," when {he 
taxes the Americans ? Has not Dr. Price him- 
felf granted that they were taxed in the late reign? 
And does not his own conscience declare, 
that, protective powers have the right of rea- « 
fonably taxing the protected ; and that this 
.right has been enjoyed by all fovereigns in all 
ages ? 

Again : If the king of Great Britain is the law- 
ful fovereign of the Colonies, and has as much 
right to command them a* command us if all 
the men in power among them before the revolt, 
took oaths of fidelity to him, as the king of 
Great Britain, who is infeparably connected 
with his Britifti parliament - and if they have 
always fubmkted to Britifh laws, and " always 
looked to this country as their home*' — if this is thp 
cafe, I fay, can any thing be more unreafonable 
and unjuft than to pour floods of odium upon the 
efforts, which the fovereign makes to bring back 
the Colonies to their former allegiance j and to 
compare thofe efforts' to the lujt of power, which* 
intoxicated Cacfar and Alexander, when, with- 
out any provocation, they attacked and con queri- 
ed foreign kingdoms ? If a fecond Kct arote in 
England, affected independency, played the ty- 
rant, drew all the country people from their 
work, and engaged half a dozen counties to revolt v 
would any man, except an Americjn patriot, dare 
Jto fay, that it would be " favage folly to addrejs 
the throne" for the fupprcfllon of th; growing mif- * 

chief ? 



Ict '3« ( 93 ) 



chief ? Could you infinuate with cardor, that, if 
the king exerted his power on fuch an occafion, 
he would aft the part of a " mad conqueror V* 
And would not your blood run cold, if you heard 
a chriftian Doftor put this wild plea hi the mouth 
of Ket and his adherents : O king, the fpi r it of do- 
"mination, and the luft of power mako thee mad. 
Thou wilt Jheatk thy /word in our bowels, and 

Jprtad mi/cry among a happy people for to other end 
than to oblige th'm to acknowledge thy fupremacy. 
We confefs that the prefent contefi is for dominion on 
our fide as will as on thine; but with this ejfential 
difference: Thou art ftrugglingfor dmninion over 
others j wi/ariELF dominion the nobUJt of all blef- 

fngs ? 

This feditious fophifm isfufneient to fill us with 
ajuft deteftation of Dr. Price's politicks. But 
a (cherae which has a direct tendency fo to level 
authority, as to fubvert all government, and abo* 
UOx all fubordinatton in tne untverfe— .fuch a 
fcheme, I fay, cannot be too flrongly oppofed : 
It fhould be totally extirpated. Archimedes faid 
once, « Give me a point, on which I may fix my 
engine, and I will move the earth out of its place :" 
And I may fay, Give me Dr. Price's political 
principles, and I will move all kings out of their 
thrones, and all fubje&ion out of the world. To 
convince you of the truth of this aflertion, I need 
only work a moment his patriotic engine in your 
pre fence. 

The collector of the land tax is at the door ; 
Fired with Dr. Price's patriotism, I run to him 
and fay s Sir, I am a freeman. You (hall treat 
me neither as a beaft, nor as a flave. I never ym* 
chofe a parliament-man in all my life : Nor will £ 
be taxed till I am dire&ly and adequately repre- 
sented in parliament. And fuppofe I were, I 
could not in confeience pay taxes to maintain a 
government, which en Have s millions of my free- 
born fellow-creatures, who are taxed without be- 
ing dire&iy or adequately reprefented. Befides, 
I pay pari(h rates, and the levies of my hundred; 
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Rnd mnji I fi&mit to be triplt taxed f Will thofe 
who lend yon infijl upon fuch a fupremacy over me, 
as will leave Ine nothing that I can call my own ? — 
Would you Id me alone, and fuffcr me to enjoy in Jt- 
curity my property, and parifh government, infiead 
of dt/lurbingme, I would thank and blefs you.— But 
if you will not, I have a right to emancipate my/elf 
asfoon as I can : I will ihew you, that I and my 
hundred h%ve the right of legijlating for ourfelvcs. 
This blejffings, when loft, we have alio ays a right to 
refume : And I refume it now in the name of all 
the non-electors in the parilh and hundred, who 
are the majority, and who ftiould be as glad as my- 
felf to pay taxes only when they hav« a mind. 
Dulce pro parochia mori ! But fuppofc they chufe 
to be enflaved, I do not. Dr. Price has conver- 
ted me to Patriotifm. I aft according to his ad- 
mired doctrine, which is fummed up in the fol- 
lowing proportions. " In a free jlate evert 
man is his *>wk legijlator." — " To be free 9 is to be 
guided by one's own will : And to be guided by the 
will op another is the char abler of servitude." 
— " As far as, in any instance, the operation of 
any cause, comes in to rejlrain the power of self- 
government," (whether it be in an individual, 
in a parifh, hundred, colony, province, princi- 
pality, or kingdom,) "fo far slavery is introduced: 
J?or do I think that a precifer idea than this of hi" 
berty or slavery can be formed* According to 
this doctrine, I can not only refufe paying taxes 
with the majority of my hundred, but alone, by 
virtue of my own perfonal right. For if every 
man is his own legijlator, it is plain, that he can 
«uke his own laws. Now, as I am a man, I am 
my own legiflator ; and as fuch I enact, that I 
ought not to pay the tax you demand of me. 
Should you fay, that the parliament has enacted 
I fliall pay it, I reply [in Mr. Evans's and Dr. 
Price's wordsj What aman has is absolutely his 
own : No man has a right to taki it from him without 
Jus confent, exprejfed by himfelf or by his own rcprc- 
fentativc f i. e. by a reprefentative of his .own 

chufing* 
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chufing. What authority has the parliament to 
cede my property ? " Such a ceffion being inconjif- 
ttnt with the unalienable rights of human nature, 
either binds not at all ; or binds only Vie individuals 
who made it," and the men who ch'ife fuch indi- 
viduals. for their reprefentatives. Tins is not all : 
Dr. Price alTerts that 4' all taxes are r ice cifts." 
And can anything be more abfurd than to demand 
a free gift, as if it were *jufl debt ; «fpecially 
confidering that I never prom i fed luch a gift, no 
nor the majority of the parifh, the hundred, the 
country, or the kingdom to which I belong ; the 
majority not having fent any member to parlia- 
ment ? A free gift is to be given freely ; and who- 
ever will take it from us again It our own will, 
contradicts himfelf, tries to enjlave us, fobs our 
vitals, and commit \ robbery. And is not fuch a 
grofs abufe of power fufRcient to roufe roc into 
rthfiance ? fiefides, why (hould I be fo much 
afraid of raifing a rebellion ? Does not Dr. Vrice 
fay, «* He who will examine the hiftory of the 
world will find, there has generally been more 
reafon for complaining that they have been too 
patient,*than that they have been turbulent and 
rebellious ?" Should you object that, upon this 
footing, all the non-voters will foon rife againft 
the voters and their reprefentatives, and that the 
unity of the kingdom will be broken ? 1 reply in 
the Doctor's pious language, " If in order to pre- 
ferve unity, one half of it" [the realm] " mult be 
enflavcd to the other half, let it, in the name of 
God, want unity." — " Of fuch liberty, as I have 
now defcribed, it is impoffible that there (hould be 
an excefs." And I apply to your tyrannical de- 
mand the patriotic query, which he makes with 
refpect to the Sovereign's claims on the province 
of Maffachufet's Bay. " Can there be any Englifh- 
men, who, were "it his own cafe, would not 
fooner lofe his heart's blood, than yield to claims 
fo pregnant with evils, and deftru&ive to every 
thing, that can diitinguifli a freeman from a 
Jbvt ?" 

Nothing 
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Nothing can exceed the wickednefs of this patri- 
otic fpeech of mine about taxes, except the info- 
"lence of that which follows. 1 fuppofe, it was 
made by Satan to the Son of God, when, accor- 
ding to Milton's farcy, they encountered each 
other in the heavenly plains. I meet thee in the 
field [fays the find to defend my freedom, and 
aflfert the liberty of thefe heavenly legions. Be- 
fore I pierce thy fide with my fpear, let me pierce 
<thy confidence with my arguments " In a fret 
jlate [m ichmore in heaven, where liberty is per- 
fect] every one is his own legiflator. To be free, is 
to be guided by one's own will; and to be guided by 
the will of another, is the char abler of fcrvitude," 
They call the Messiah the Prince ; but for as 
much as thou fayeft, / do nothing of myfdf, and 
art not afhaihed to add, Father, not my will, but 
thine be done ; . and to teach the mean Spirits who 
follow thee to pray, Thy will be done in heaven 
4ind on earth ; it is plain, that thou reflrainejh the 
■power of self government, and iniroduceft sla- 
vehy.' 1 Thou art loft to all fenfe of heavenly pa- 
t/iotifm. Enflaved thyfeif, thou corned ^o damp 
!ihe noble flame of liberty, which glows in thelc 
.angelical bofoms ; and to make us wear the badge 
of the mod abject flavery as thou doft. — Thou 
proud and bafe tool of tyranny !— Can thy reafon 
S>lame us for our noble ftruggle, fince we are not 
allowed to have our natural right of legijlating for 
Qurjelves ? And if thofe daftardly fpiiits, who 
compofe thy boils, fay, " Neither have moft of us 
1 reply, " Then you fo far want liberty, and your 
language is, we are not free, why will they be free ? n 
i i ii ■■/ have no other notion of flwery, but being 
bound by a law, to which I do not confent " Now I 
do not confent to the law which fays, Thou Ih all 
obey thy divine fovereign, and honour thy hea- 
venly father : I never made that law. And fup- 
pofe I and in y legions had made it, we have a 
right to repenl it. For "Government it an infti- 
tutionfor the benefity- the peopU governed, which they 

have 
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ave power to model as they pleafe."—" Liberty may 
t enjoyed in every pojfiblc degree."—" Liberty is moft 
mplcat and perfecl, when the people have moft of a 
me in government, and of a controling power over 
\eperfons, by whom it is adminiflered." Now thou, 
id thy father, are the perfons, by whom heaven- 
r government is adnjiniftred. Afpirit of domi- 
ition, and lujl of power kindk. thee into rage. The 
ily object of the war thou wagefi again fl us, is the 
Uenfion of dominion. Thou wilt maintain thy 
furped fupremacy over us : and we will maintain 
jr native or acquired fupremacy over ourfelves. 
he prefent contejl is for dominion on thy fide, as well 
ours : but [like a tyrant J thou art ftruggling/ar 
minion over others : and we Llike free fpirits] 
■e ftruggling for self -dominion, the noblejt of all 
effing*.—" Offuch liberty for fclf-dominion] as I 
we now defcribed, it is impojfible that there fhould be 
% excefs."—l, and thefe brave legions, will there- 
irc fight for it, at the hazard of our happinefs 
id glory, felf-government and fupremacy in hell, 
e preferable to fervile obedience and fubordi- 
ite grandeur in heaven. 

I need not tell you, Sir, that this fpeech of the 
atriotic Seraph is formed upon the principles laid 
own in Dr. Price's pamphlet. You eaiily dif- 
ern not only his fentiments, but his very words 
nd doclrine. Should you reply, that the cafe of 
'eatutes is different from that of fubje&s, becaufe 
matures owe more to God, than fubje&s to an 
arthly fovereign : 1 grant it, and aftert, that on 
lis account obedience to the true God is prefcri- 
ed in the firji table of the law, and reafonable 
abjection to our rightful fovereign, in the fecond 
ibie. The former is the firfh and great command- 
vent* And the fecond is like unto it in dignity and 
importance. Therefore fays St. Peter, Fear Cod 
nd honour the king. Give both God and Ccefar 
heir due. Subject yourfelves to both in their 
•lace. 

To return : If your doftrine dire&ly or indi-. 
eclly firikes at the authority of God and Ccefar, as 
1 I the 
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the two preceding fpeeches ihew it docs, how 
dangerqus is your patriotifm ! I (hall not however 
fcrand it with the epithets which Dr. Priceapplies 
to the conduct of his governors, and loyal fellow- 
fubjecls ; nor Hi all I borrow from him the words 
curftd ambition — madnefs—rage—favage folly, &c. 
But with a degree of thp liberty, with which 
.Paul withflood Peter to the face becaufe he was to bt 
.blamed, I (hall venture to expoftulate a moment 
both with him and with you. You are not only 
men but Britons, Patriots, Chrijlians, and mini* 
jters of the gofpel. But which of thefe names do 
you adorn, when you teach the wretched poli- 
tics, which, I truft, I have refuted in thefe 
.pages ? If your capital arguments are irrational-; 
have you (hewn yourfelves men ■ If they fap 
the foundation of all civil government : have you 
fliewn yourfelves civilized men ?— If they are un- 
conflitutional, betray Great Britain, tend to rend 
from her all her American dominions, and pour 
undeferved contempt upon our rightful lawgivers; 
have you fhewn yourfelves Britons, fubjecls, and 
patriots, defervedly fo called ? — If they fubveit 
an important part of Chriii's doclrine, and defeat 
the eftecl of his loyal example ; have \ou (hewn 
yourfelves chrifiians ? — If they tend to kindle the 
fire of national difcontent, to make uneafy fub- 
jecls fly to arms ; or rebellious fubjecls grafp, with 
new tranfports of enthufiafm, the fwords -which 
they wantonly bathe in floods of Britifh blood; 
have you acted the part of preachers of the gofpel of 
peace? Have you (hewn, that you either fear 
God, or honour the king ? — If you have called 
all the powers of fophiftry and oratory to your 
help, to hinder millions of fubjecls from paying 
obedience to God by rendering unto Ccefar the 
things which art Cafar's ; have you not blown the 
trumpet of difcord ? And have you not founded 
a falfc alaim through the Britifh dominions, by 
representing our conjlitution as " almofl loft" through 
the " xveaknefs" and " violence 9 * of our governors, 
when if there is any likelihood of its being loll, 
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the danger fprings from the weakness or violence of 
the patriots, whom yoyr publications intoxicate 
and "kindle into rage ?" And (hall I praifo you 
for fuch a conduct ? No : Whoever they arc, 
that admire you as bold, fpiritcd .citizens, I fhall 
take the liberty to confider you as ra(h, injudicious 
patriots, who have more wit than prudence, and 
intend far better than you perform. 

Should you fay, that you have the approbation 
of the minority in parliament, and of the patriots 
in the city of London ; I reply, that the city-pa* 
triots will not be your comforters on your death- 
bed, or your judges in the great day. And what 
if the majority of mankind were on your fide ; 
could they caufe a dottrinc, which is irrational^ 
unfcriptural, and unconjliiutional, to be agreeable* 
to reafon, fcripture, and the conftitution ? Per- 
mit me, then, my dear, miftaken fellow-la- 
bourers in the gofpel, to befeech you to review 
our controverfy, to ftudy chriftian politicks, to 
drop your prejudices again ft our governors, to 
smbrace genuine patriotifm, and to fecond the 
iffoits of the miniflers of ftate and gofpel mini- 
sters, who try to flem the torrent of political en- 
thufiafm, which deluges America, and threatens 
:d overflow Great Britain itfelf. So (hall you 
undo the harm, which you have undefignedly 
done ; and our revolted fellow-fubjc&s, in Mead 
of curfing the day when you confirmed them in 
their fin, will blefs you for giving them an 
antidote as powerful as the error, which now 
poifons their minds, and diltra&s their coun- 
try. 

Should you wonder, Sir, at my repeated oppo- 
fition to your principles, I fhall urge two things 
by way of apology for it : (1) Though I believe 
that you and your Second mean well, yet fame of 
your principles have, I fear, a tendency to raile 
or foment a fpirit of difobedience, ledition, and 
anarchy. And (2) as a minifler of the church of 
England, I have fubferibed to the doftrine of the 
Homily againjt difobedience and wilful rebellion, 
1 2 which 
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which contains this remarkable ejaculation. "God 
of his infinite mercy grant unto us, that we may 
be-— good, natural, loving, and obedient fubje&s; 
—not only (hewing all obedience ourfelves, but, 
as many of us as are able, to the utmoft of our power, 
ability, and under/landing,' [endeavouring] * to 
ftay and reprefs all rebels and rebellions againft; 
God, our gracious prince, and natural country, 
at every occafion that is offered unto us ! And that 
which we are all able to do, unlefs we do it, we 
fhall be moft wicked, and mod worthy to feel in 
the end fuch extreme plagues, as God has ever 
poured upon rebels." I produce this quotation, 
not to charge you, Sir, or Dr. Price, with difobt* 
dience, and wilful rebellion, for I firmly believe you 
intend no fuch thing. I only want to remind you, 
that by my fubferiptions as a rhinifter, my baptifm 
as a chriftian, and my oath of allegiance as a fub- 
jeft, I am bound, at the occafion offered me by your 
reply and your quotations, to do what ! am able to 
do, in order to rectify your miltakes, and guard 
my readers againft what appears to n\e the natural 
tendency of your principles. And no%, Sir f 
having cleared-my confeience with refpeel to you, 
and the ingenious Dr. Price, whom you have 
called to your afliftance, I quit the thanklefs office 
of a faithful reprover, and renaming that of a 
friendly controverting I allure you, that, not- 
withstanding the difference of our political and 
religious fentiments, I am with chriuian fincerity 
and love. 

Rev. Sir, 

Your Obedient 

Servant in Chrift, 

J. F. 
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POSTSCRIPT, 

IN my firft Letter, I have omitted an important 
anfwer to your capital argument. You fup- 
pofe, Sir, that the Colonifts arc enflaved and rob- 
bed, when they are taxed by the king and the par- 
liament, becaufe " every JJiiUing zvhiih they [the 
members of the Britifh parliament]^* out of the 
pocket of an American^ isfo muchfaved in their own." 
To this I objeft the improbability that a Britifh 
legiflator would To far demean himfclf, as to fave 
a dirty fhilling in his purfe, by oppreflivcly tak- 
ing one out of an American's pocket.— You re- 
ply by infinuating, thai I have not fo high an 
opinion of the hone My of our legiflators as I ex- 
prefs ; and that, if I lent a few thoufands to one 
of them, I fhould take care not to part with my 
money without receiving a proper bond. To the 
anfwer. which I have given you, p. 23, permit me 
to add that which follows. * 

Suppofing that a member of parliament would 
aft a knave's part for the fake of " a few thou- 
fands" wherewith he could enrich himfclf; yet 
it is abfurd to fuppofc, that he would turn robber, 
to fliare his booty with near fix millions of peo- 
ple. For if a member of parliament picks an Ame- 
rican's pocket by taxing him, the (hilling which 
he takes from the American does not fave a (hil- 
ling in his own pocket, -as you infinuate : It is 
only a {hilling faved for Great Britain in general, 
—that is, for near fix millions of people. I fhalP 
not fay then, What gentlemen is there in parlia- 
ment—but what felon is there in Newgate, who ' 
would think it worth his while to pick an An*m- j 
can'* pocket of a fhilling, or even of three mil- J 
I 3 lion* 



lions of (hillings, to (hare the profit of his villainy 
among fix millions of people r Your grand argu- 
ment therefore, confide red in this light, wants*- 
not only folidity, but even plaufibility ; fince it 
is founded on an abfurd, uncharitable probability 
which falls fhort of a rational probability, af- 
ro oft as much as a fingle unit falls fliort of fix 
millions. 

The preceding obfervation is applicable to your" 
doctrine of liberty. Civil liberty, if We believe 
you, Sir, and Dr> Price, fs one and the fame 
thing with the power of making our own laws in 
common with our fellow -fubjects. According to 
this rotion, fuppofing that, to make eur own 
laws, we repealed all the laws, which have been 
made in England by former legislators fuppofing 
that all the fubjects of Great Britain are fret in 
yOur fenfe of the word ; that their number is nine 
millions ; and that one has as much right to make 
laws as another fuppofing this, I fay, upon* 
your fcheme it follows, thatthedegree of Ugijhtivr 
power , i. e. of liberty , which falls to t^ic ft arc 

. of an ■ Ertglilhman, bears as infignificant a pro- 
portion to the EUtL power of Ugijlation, i. e. to? 
ittLL liberty , as a {ingle voice bears to eight mil- 
lions, nine hundred and ninety-nine thoufandV 
nine hundred and ninety-nine voices. If the 
crown itfelf, and the power annexed to it, were: 
divided into fo many parts, they would be fo littler 
and fo infignificant, that none but fools would 
think it worth their while to contend an hour 
about one fueh. part of the royal dignity. But 
this is not all : If the old adage, Tot capita, tat 

fen/us, is true if every man has his peculiar 
turn for legiflation, as well as his peculiar com- 
plexion and look if no one is free*, but fo far 
as he is governed according to his own legiflaiive- 
rnind ;-*-if nine millions of Britifh fubjects haver 
as much right to make Britifh laws as Dr. Pi ice 5. 
atfd if the majority are to carry their point; 

again QL the minority ; there arc nine million de- 
* grces> 
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degrees of probability to one, that Or. Pricey 
,Jm upon his own fchcme, wftl be forced to give up . 
3 his own legiflative will ; and that the laws made 
1 6y others (nail prevail againft his own felf-made 
1 laws. And is not this a- proof, that, after all the 
*i ado he makes about Hberty, he only leads us to 
J | a liberty, which is as far from what he calls com- 
/ pleat liberty, as a (ingle unit is far from nine mil* 
I lions ? And that he brings us as near the (late 
' which you are pleafed to call abjeel jlavcry, as 
having only one (hare of that part of the legifla- 
tive power, which is lodged in the houfeof com- 
mons, out of nine millions of (hares, is near to 
having nothing to do with legi flat ion at ail ? If 
thefe obfervations are juft, is it not evident, Sir, 
that your doftrine of civil liberty reds on frivolous 
and irrational refinements, as well as your Ameri- 
can patrioiifm ? 

Permit me to make one more remark upon 
taxation* Page 47, I have quoted you and Dr« 
Price, who both agree to mention an aft of par- 
liament, where " certain- duties^ Sec. are /aid to be 
<jvsm and c.&A>NTED<£y the parliament to the king." 
Looking now into yous pamphlet, I take notice,, 
that you put the words given and granted in Ita- 
lics. Should you do- it to infinuate that the taxes 
which we pay are not a d<ebt, but a pass gifj 
from us and our fellow-subjects ; permit me^ 
Sir, to anfwer your indirect argument by obfer* 
ving, that the legiflative power being chiefly lodg- 
ed ii» the par tinmen t y as the executive ' power is 
chiefly lodged in the king, the legiflative -power 
may with propriety ai.v* and or a not to the exe- 
cutive power the revenue arifing from, fuch and: 
fuch taxes. All that can therefore be reasonably 
inferred from the two expreflkms, on* which you. 
feem to lay fa much ftrcis, is that the legiflative 
power give* and grants fupplies to the king, as the 
firft commander of the fleet and army. But to* 
conclude from* thence,, that taxes are not DJUE.by- 
tthe people to the legiflative and protective fowcr, 1*. 
as abuird, unkrigtural, and unconftitutional* as 

4a. 
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to conclude, {hat all the freeholders are legislators, 

that all who have no vote for parliament-men are 
Jlaves, and that the fupreme and governing power 

is in the hands of the governed :— Three dangerous 
[opinions thefe, which are to your levelling, pa- 

triotifm, what the three heads of Cerberus are to 
[that fabulous monftcr. 



LET- 



( *o 5 ) 




LETTER IV. 



Rev. Sir, 

1 Should be inexcufeable if I concluded my refu- 
tation of Or, Priee't antichrifiUn politicks* 
without doing him the juftice to confefs, that ho 
ha* advanced a ckriftian argument* which I can- 
not properly anfwer, and which is fo awful, that 
it highly deferves the attention of all, who wUh 
well to church and flate : Take it in his own 
words.—" In this hour of tremendous danger,^ 
it would become us to turn out thoughts to hea- 
ven. This is what our brethren in the Colonies 
are doing. From one end of North America to 
the other, they are fasti mo and fraying. But 
what are we doing Shocking thought 1 we are 
ridiculing them zsfanalics, and fcoffing at religion. 
Wc are running wild after pleafure, and forget* ! 
ting every thing ferious and decent at mafque- 
rades. We are gambling in gaming houfes ; | 
trafficking for boroughs ; perjuring ourfelvesatj 
elections ; and felling ourfelves for places* Which 
fide then is Providence likely to favour ? In 
America we fee a number of rifing dates in the 
vigour of youth, &c. and animated by piety* 
Here we fee an old ftate, Ac. inflated and irre- 
ligious, enervated by luxury, &c. and hanging by 
a thread* Gan we look without pain on the iffue?" i 

, Thero 
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There is more folidity in this argument, than in 
all that Dr. Price has advanced. If the Colo- 
nics throng the houfes of God, while we throng 
play-houfcs, or houfes of ill fame ; if they croud 
their communion-tables, while we croud the gam- 
bling table or the feftal board ; if they pray, 
while we curfe ; if they fa ft, while we get drunk ; 
and keep the fabbath, while we pollute it ; if 
they fhelter under the protc&ion of heaven, 
while our chief attention is turned to our hired 
troops ; we are in danger — in great danger. Be 
our caufe ever fo good, and our force ever fo for- 
midable ; our cafe is bad, and our fuccefs doubt- 
ful. Nay, the Lord of hojis, who, of old, fold 
his difobedient people into the hands of their un- 
righteous enemies, to chaftife and humble them, 
—this righteous Lord, may give fuccefs to the 
arms of the Colonies, to punifh them for their 
revolt, and us for our prophanenefs. A youth 
that believes and prays as David, is a match for a 
giant that fwaggers and curfes as Goliath, And 
they that, in the name of the Lord, enthujtaftically • 
encounter their enemies in a bad caufe, bidl fairer 
for fuccefs than they that, in a good caufe, pro- 
phanely go into the field ; trufting only in the • 
apparent ftrength of an arm of flefh. To difre- 
gard the king's lighteous commands, as the Colo- 
nifts do, is bad .• But to defpife the fir ft- table 
commandments of the King of kings, as we do, is 
ftili worfe. Nor do I fee now we can anfwer it, 
either to reafon or our own confeiences, lo be fo 
intent on inforcing Britifh laws, and fo rcmifs in 
yielding obedience to the laws of God. If the 
capital command, Fear God, and honour the king 9 
could be properly parted; fhould not every chrif-" 
tian prefer the former part to the later ? Will our 
honouring the king atone for our difhonouring 
Cod ? And can we expeft, that our loyalty 
(hall make amends for our impiety or luke- 
warm nefs ? 

Is it not furprizing, that am id ft all the prepara- - 
lions, which nave been made to fubdue the re- 
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volted Colonics, none ftiould have been made to 
check our open rebellion againll God ; that in all 
our national applications to foreign princes for 
help, we ftiould have forgotten a public applicati- 
on to the Prince of the kings of the earth ? Many 
well-wilhers to their country flattered themfelves, 
that at a time, when the Britilh empire (lands, as 
Dr. Prick juftly obferves, " on an edge fo peril- 
ous," our luperiors would have appointed a day 
of humiliation and prayer a day to confefs the 
national fins, which have provoked God to let 
loofe a fpirit of political cnthufiafm and revolt 
upon us pa day to emplore pardon for our paffc 
tranfgreflions, and to refolve upon a more religi- 
ous and loyal courfeof life ; — a day toJbefeech the 
Father of lights and mercies to teach at this im- 
portant junfclu re, our/enators wifdom in a peculi- 
ar manner ; and to infpire them with fuch lleadi- 
nefs and mildnefs, that by their prudence, courage 
and condefceniion, the war may be ended with 
little effufion of blood ; and, if poflible, without 
Ihedding any more blood at all. — Thoufands ex- 
pected to fee fuch a day ; thinking that it becomes 
us, as reformed chriflians, nationally to addrefs 
the throne of grace, and intrcat God to turn the 
hearts of the Colonifls towards us, and ours to- 
wards them, that we may fpcedily.bury our mu- 
tual animofities in the grave of our common Sa- 
viour. And not a few fuppofed, that humanity 
bids us feel for. the myriads of our fellow-crea- 
tures; who are going to offer up their lives in 
the field of battle j and that charity and piety re- 
quire us to pray that they may penitently part 
with their fins, and folemnly prepare themfelves 
for a fafe paffage, I (hall not fay fr8m Britain to 
America ; but, if they are called to it, from time 
into eternity. — Such, I fay were the expectations 
of thoufands, but . hitherto their hopes and wifhes 
have been difappointed. 

Dr. Price knows how to avail himfelf of our 
omiflion or delay in this refpeft, to flrengthcn the 
hands of the American pamots, \t&\t»^\!\tv^ 
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that heaven wijl not be propitious to us ; and that 
" our caufe isfuch, as gives us [no j reafon to ajk God 
to blefs it.*' None can tell what fewel this plau- 
iible observation of his, will add to the wild Ere 
of political enthufiafm, which burns already too 
fiercely in the breads of thoufands of injudicious 
religionifts. I therefore humbly hope that our 
governors will confider Dr. Price's objection 
taken from our immorality and prophanenefs ; and 
that they will let the world fee, we are neither 
alhamed nor afraid to fpread the juftice of our 
caufe before the Lord of hofts, and to implore 
his bie fling upon the army going to America, to 
enforce gracious offers of mercy, and reafonable 
terms of reconciliation. 

And why, after all, fhould we be a {named of 
alking help of God, as well as of German princes ? 
Have we never read fuch awful fcriptures as thefe? 
•« Save us, O king of heaven, when we call upon 
thee. Some put their truft in charioos, and 
fome in horfes : But we will remember the 
name of the Lord our God.— Blefledbe my ftrong 
helper, who subdueth the people unto me, and 
fetteth me above mine adverfaries.— Through 
thee will we overthrow our enemies, and in 
thy name will we tread them under that rife 
againfl us. Fori will not truft in my bow : It is 
not my fword that fhall [comparatively] help me. 
Be not afraid of this * great multitude ; for the 
battle is not yours, but God's— —All the aflembly 
lhall know, that the Lord faveth not with fword 
and fpear : For the battle is the Lord's." 

Our own hiftory, as well as the fcripture, con- 
firms Dr. Price's objection taken from our neg- 
lect 

• P* ici, fpcaking of the numbers of the Americans, fays, 
«• To think of conquering that whole continent with 30,000 or 
40,000 men, to be tranfported aero fa the Atlantic, and fed 
from hence, and incapable of being recruited after any defeat * 
•—This is folly Co great, that language does not affords name for 
it »» 
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left of the religious means of fuccefs in the prefent 
conteft. It is well known to many, that in the 
civil wars of the lad age, a national difregard of 
the Lord's day, and the avowed contempt of God's 
name, which prevailed in the king's party, did 
him unfpeakable in jury. For multitudes of men 
who feared God, feeing prophanenefs reign it% 
the army of the royalifts, while religious duty 
was folcmnly performed by the forces of the par- 
liament : and being unable to enter into the poli- 
tical queftions, Whence the quarrel arofe, judg- 
ed of the caufe according to religious appearances; 
and fided again ft the king, merely becaufe they 
fancied that he fided againft God. Nor were 
there wanting men of the great eft candor and 
penetration, who thought, that this was one of 
the principal caufes of the overthrow of our 
church and ftate ; Cromwell then availing him- 
felf of this appearance, as Dr. Price does now, 
to perfuade religious people, that he was fighting 
the Lord's battles, and that oppofmg . the king 
and the bifhops, was only op poling tyranny and 
a prophane hierarchy. To fliew how much our 
want of religious decency c6ntributed towards the 
overthrow of our church and government in the 
laft century, I (hall produce another extract from 
the Rev. Mr. Baxter*. s Narrative of his life and 
times. That candid divine and judicious politi- 
cian, after mentioning the unhappy differences 
between thofe who conform to the church of 
England, and thofe who do not, fays : 

Page 30, &c. « When they [the nonconfor- 
med* . had been a while called by that name, 
[^Puritans] the vicious multitude of the ungodly 
called all Puritans, that were drift and ferious, 
were they ever fo conformable : So that the fame 
name, in a Bifhop's mouth, lignified a Noncon- 
formxfl \ and in an ignorant drunkard's or fwearer's 
mouth, fignified a godly chrijlian. But the peo- 
ple, being the greater numbei, became among 
themfelves mailers of the. fenfe. — The ignorant 
rabble hearing that the bilhops were againft the 
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'Puritans [not having wit to know whom they 
im ant J were emboldened the moie againfl all thofe 
whom they called Puritans themfelves ; their 
rage againft the godly was encreafed ; and they 
cried up the bifnops, &c. becaufe they were 
againfl the Puritans.— Thus the interefls of tl»e 
Diocefans, and of the prophane fort of peopl 
- were unhappily twirled.' 

* As all the Nonconformifts were againfl tl~»e 
prelates,' [whofe interejt was clofely connected w£ Mh 
the king*'] « fo others of the mofl godiy people 
were alienated from the bifhops ; becaufe jhe rrm a* 
lignant fort were permitted to make religions p^=r- 
fons their common fcorn ;— -becaufe they faw fo 
many vicious men among the conformable clerjr-^; 
becaufe fafting and praying, Sec, were fo ftriffctty 
looked after, that the bifbop's courts did mm ~kc 
it much more perilous, than common fwcarm. 
and drunkennefs proved to the ungodly ;-~-beca w-jl< 
rhe book 9 that was publifbed for Recreations on 4k 
lord's day, made them think, that the bifhezz^p! 
concurred with the prophane -becaufe fo gr- ^al 
a number of conformable miniflers were fuij> «n« 
ded or punifhed for not reading the Book of fp^&rti 
en Sundays, &c« and fo many thoufand famiL *c*\ 
and many worthy miniflers driven out of the l^»icf 
&c— all thefe, upon my own knowledge, «re 
the true caufes, why fo great a number of trm ofe 
perfons, who were counted moft religious, felL in 
with the parliament ; infomuch that the gener"*»h- 
ty of the frncier fort of preachers joined ^ith 
them:— -Very few of all that learned and pious 
fynod at Weftminfler were Nonconforming be- 
fore, and yet were for the parliament 5 fuppof- 
ing that the interefl of religion lay on tnaf 
fide.'— 

< Upon my knowledge, many that were not 
wife enough to underfland the truth about the 
caufeof the king and parliament, did yet run into 
the parliament's armies, or take their part, a* 
fheep do together for Company ; being moved 
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«| by this argument, " Sure God will not fuffer al- 
moft all his mo ft religious fervants to err in fo 
| great a matter : If thefe (hould perifh, what will 
T / become of religion ?" — « But thefe were infuffi- 
>\ c ient grounds to go upon. And abundance of the 
■ ] gnorantfort of the country, who were civil, did 
flock in to the parliament, and filled up their ar- 
mies afterwards, merely becaufe they heaid men 
fatar for the common prayers and bifhops, and 
he^rd others pray that were again ft them ; and. 
becaufe they heard the king's foldiers with horrid 
P^ths abufc the name of God, and faw them live 
lr * debauchery ; and the parliament's foldiers flock 
*o fcrmons, talk of religion, and pray and fing 
Pfalms together on their guards. AU the fober 
***cn, that I was acquainted with, who were 
^fjainfl the parliament, were wont to fay : The 
*ving has the better cause, but the parliament has 
letter men. And indeed this un nappy com pi U 
Nation of the intercft of prelacy and prophanenefs, 
^^nd this oppofition of the intereft of prelacy to the 
*«mper of the generality of the religious party, was 
^>ie visible cause of the overthrow of the 
^ting, in the eye of all the under/landing 
Xvorld.' 

Page 31. 4 Though it muft be con fe fled, that . 
*he public lafety, and liberty wrought very much 
"wjtn moil, efpecially the nobility and gentry, 
who adhered to the parliament : Yet was it 
principally the differences about religious mat- 
ters, that filled up the parliament's armies, and 
put into thair foldiers the resolution and valour 
which carried them on in another manner than , 
mercenary foldiers are carried on. Not that the 
matter of bijkops or no bifhops was the main thing ; 
thou -h many called it Utium. epifcopale : For thou- 
fands that wifhed for good bijhops were on the par- 
liament's fide. But the generality of the people 
[I fay not aW] who ufed to talk of God and hea- 
ven, and fcripture and holinefs, and read books 
of devotion, and pray in their families, andfpend 
the Lord's day in religious excrcifes, and fpeak 
K 2 again it 
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againft fwcaring, curling, drunkennefs, prophane- 
nefs, &c. I fay, the main body of this fort of men 
adhered to the parliament. * And on the other fide 
the gentry that were not fo precife and ftri£* 
again ft an oath, or gaming, or plays, or drinking; 
nor troubled themfelves fo much about God an<l 
the minifters and people that were for the lung's 
Book for dancing and recreation on the Lord's day~& \ 
and thofe that made not fo great a matter of evesr y 
fin, but were glad to hear a fermon which laihd 
the Puritans, Ac. the main body of thefe we. «*c 
again ft the parliament/ 

Page 44. « And here I muft repeat the o*ej^^ t 
cause of the parliament's ftrength, and l*"" 1 * 
king's ruin : and that was, that the debauches** 
rabble through the land, emboldened -by hi* ge-^** 
try, and feconded by the common foldiers of H^* 1 . 1 
army, took all that were called Puritans for th^»* 
enemies. And though fome of the king's gent r 
and fuperior officers were fo civil, that th- rf 
would do no fuch thing ; yet that was no fecuru— 
to the country, while the multitude did what th— * 
lift. So that if any one was* noted for a ftrrr^ 

preacher, or for a man of a pious -life, he w 

plundered or abufe, and in danger of his life". A^^^ 1 
if a man did but pray in his family, or were b" " -l 
heard to repeat a fermon, or fing a pfalm,'the^^ 
cried out Rebels ! Round-heads I and all their goo ^"^ ' 
that were portable proved guilty, how innoce*e*3* 
focver they were themfelves. I fuppofe this w^^* 
kept from the knowledge of the king, and pe^~- 
haps of many fober Lords of the council ; for fc^*' 
could come near them ; and it is the fate of fucb»- 
not to believe evil of thofe that they think are /it?* 
them ; nor good of thofe that they think are againjt- 
them. But, upon my certain knowledge, ihis 
was it that filled the armies and garrifons of the 
parliament with fober pious men. Thoufands had, 
rtomind to meddle with the wars, but greatly dc- 
fired to live peaceably at home, when the rage of 
foldiers and drunkards would not let them. Some 
ftayed till tfaey had been plundered, perhaps 
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twice or thrice over,— but mod were afraid of 
their lives, and oft they fought refuge in the par- 
«*menfs garrifons,— - and were fain to take up arms 
*nl be foldiers to get bread.' 

Mr. Baxter's account of Cromwell's chara&er, 
**id of his religious troop, is too remarkable not to 
^fervea place in this extract. P. 98, " No mere 
^n was better and taorjt fpoken of than he [Crom- 
^ell^ "according as- men's interefls led their 
"dgmcnts. The foldiers and Sectaries mod liigh- 
y magnified him, till he began to feek the crown. 

* ad then there were fo many that would be half- 
**gs themfelves, that a king did Teem intolerable 

* them.' The royal ills abhorred him as a mod 
£rfidious hypocrite; and the Prefbytei lans thought 
*»n little better. If, after fo many others, 1 may 
*eak my opinion of him, I think; that having 
^en a prodigal in his youth, and afterward* 
Ranged into a zealous rtligionift^ he meant honeft- 
r in the main courfc of his life, till profpeiity and 
^ccefs corrupted him. At his firft entrance' into 
lie wars, being but a captain of horfe, he had 
pccialcare to get religious men into his troop, 
.'hefe men were of - greater understanding than 
ommon foldiers,- and therefore were more apprc- 
enfive of the importance of the war -, and mak- 
lg not money, but that which they took for the 
ublic felicity, to be their end, they were the' 
lore engaged to be valiant. For he that makes 
ioncy„his end,* eftcems his* life above his pay, 
id therefore is likely enough to fave it by flight, 
•hen danger ^conies. • But he, that maketh the 
:licity of church and ftate his end, eite'emeth it 
>ove his life, and therefore will the fooner lay 
)wn his life for it.— -This Cromwell understood, 
id that none would be filch valiant men as the 
Ugious.- I conjecture, that, at his firfl chufin^ . 
ich men into -his troop, it was the very cfteem 
id love of religious men that principally moved 
m. By this means, he fped better than he ex- 
isted. That troop did prove fo valianf , that, as 

r as I - could learn, they never once "ran away 
$ J b«fo*e ■ 



before an enemy. Hereupon he got a commiffion* 
and brought this troop into a double regiment of 
fourteen full troops ; and all thefe as- full of reli- 
gious men as he could get. Thefe having more 
than ordinary wit and refolirtion, had more than* 
ordinary fuccefs. With their fuccefles, the hearts 
both of captain and foldiers fecretly rofe both in? 
pride and expectation ; and the familiarity of ma- 
ny honeft, erroneous men, Anabaptifts, Antinr>- 
xnians, Ac. began withal quickly to corrupt their^ 
judgments. Hereupon* Cromwell's religious zeal * 
giveth way to the power of that ambition,, which' 
Sill incrcafeth as his fuccefles increafe. Both* 
piety and ambition concurred in his countenancing, 
all that he thought godly. Piety, pleadeth for them* 
as godly, and ambition fecretly telleth him what' 
ufe he might make of them. He meaneth well in 
ail this at the beginning, and. thinketh that he 
does all for the fafety of the godly, and the 
public good; but not without an eye to him- 
felf V 

From r 



* No hifcorian having had fo good an opportunity of knowing 
Cromwell, as judicious Mr. Baxter, who was perfonally ac- 
quainted with him, and ferved iu hit army as chaplain ; fomeof 
nay reader* will be glad to fee, what he further fays of that extra* 
ordinary man. 

' When fuccefles had broken down all confidcrabie oppofitioa, . 
he [Cromwell]was in the face of the ftrongeit- temptations, which 
conquered him, when he had .conquered others. He thought 
that he had hitherto -doue well ; .that none but God had made>- 
him great ; that if the war was lawful, .the victory wn bwful ; • 
thtt it it was lawful to 6ght ag^inft the king and conquer htm, it 
WdS lawful to ufe hirh as a conquered enemy ; and that it would* 
be a foolith thing to truft him, whcn»thcy had fo provoked him. . 
Hereupon he joined with that party in the parliament* who 
were tor cutting off the king, and railed with them the indepen- - 
dents and f claries in the army, city, end country, to make ft 
it 61 on. Accordingly he modelled the army, difbaoded the 
fences whioh wcie like to have hindered his defign, -pulled dawn- 
the prelbyterian majority in ptrliament — and then the par- 
liament ; being the more eafily porfuaded that all this was lawful* . 
btcaule he h<id a fecret eye to his own exaltation ; thinking that 
vften the king was gone,- a govciumeut there mud: be$ and that 
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From this- extra& it appears, that Cromwell, 
like Dr. Price, rode the great horfe Religion, as 
well as the great horfe Liberty ; and -that the befc 
way to counter-work the enthufiafm of patriotic 
religionifts, is to do conftitutional Liberty and"* 
fcriptural Religion full justice : by defending, 
the former again ft the attacks of defpotic monarchs 
on the right hand, and defpotic mobs on the left ; - 
and by.preferving the latter from the oppofite on- 
fets of prophane infidels on the left hana,..and 
thufiajlical reHgionifis- on the right. I humbly 
hope, that our governors will always fo avoid 
one extreme, as not to run into the other ; and 
that, at this time, they will fo guard again ft the 
very appearances of' irreligion and immorality, as 
to leave Dr. Price, fo far as in them lies-, no room 
to injure our caufe by arguments taken from our 
want of devotion and of a ftri& regard to found 
morals.— What we owe to 1 God, to ourfelves, 
and to the Colonifts, Galls upon us to remove 
whatevermay give anyguft offence to thofe who 
ftek occafion to refleft upon us. The Colonifts 
narrowly watch us: Let their keen - infpection 
make us diligently watch ourf elves. . 

Let 



no man was fo fit for it as him Wf— Having thus fotced his coo- 
feience to jufHfv all his caufe, he thinketft that the- end being 
good and neceffary, the neceffary means cannot be bad. And 
accordingly, he giveth his iotereft leave to tell dim, how far pro. 
mifesaud vows (hall be kept or broken.— Hence he thought le- 
crecy a virtue, diftimutating no vice, and a lie, or perfidioufnefs 
tolerable in cafe of necefiiry. — His name ftamdeth as a monitory 
monument to poller ity, to tell them the infkability ' of man in 
ftroiig temptations;;— what great focufs can do to lift up- the 
mind; — what^rwk can do to make man fttjijk j — what fiifyhntfs 
can do to bribe the conference, corrupt the judgment, and make 
men juftify the greatcft fins;— —and what blood (hed and great 
enormities a deluded judgment may draw men into/— Hence it 
appears, candid Mc Baxter believed, that Cromwell was once 
a good and pious mam who fell from 1 'God's fear into com- 
plicated- wickednefs, thiougb the external allurements of 
fucctfs* and ambitio* t and* through the internal (hare of antino- 
mianifm* 
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Tet us efpecially take care neither to embezz_=l 
normifapply the national income : But, as fai^Hl 
ful guardians and Rewards of the money raifed ^^V< 
the neccflary expences of the government, let i 
[as many as arc cntrufted with the collecting o 
expending of that confccratcdtreafurej (hew ob ?r 
fclvcs difintereftcd, thrifty, and invariably juv. ft, 
Nothing can render our doctrine of taxati o/i 
odious to confeicntious people, but a ncedlefs rig'Or 
in the collecting, and a wanton profufion in fc/*e 
fpending of the public revenue. I' know Unit 
uneaiy men, intent upon fed ition and revolt, are 
apt to fay whatever can palliate their crime. The 
leaft mifdemeanor of individuals^ let it be ever fo' 
much hid from, or difapproved of by our govern- 
ors, will always appear to fuch men a ftifficient 
reafon to pour floods of reproach upon the admi- 
ni ft rat ion. Thus, if we may depend upon the' 
6'h jfamcSs Chronicle, " Dr. Franklin, a member 
of the American Congrcfs," infmuates, thaf <<r the 
government is made detcfhtble by governors, who 
when they, have crammed their coffers, and made " 
triemfelves fo odious to the people, that they can 
no longer remain among them with fafcty to their *" 
perfons, are recalled and re warded with penfions: 
— That the- produce* of the taxes is not applied xo- 
the defence of the provinces, and the better fup- 
port of govcrnmet ; but Deflated where it is not 
neceflary* . in - augmenting falaries,. or pennons : - 
—And that a board of officers com poled of the 
inoft indifcreet, illbred,and infolcnt men that can • 
be found,, live in open, grating luxury upon the * 
fweat and blood of the induftrious, whom they, 
worry with groundlefs aird expenfive profecu- - 
tions, before arbitrary revenue-judges."— I hope, - 
for the honour of the adminiflration, that preju-- 
dice guided .Dr. Franklin's pen, when it drop- 
ped thefe invidious hints. Should we have given • 
them any juft ground of complaint it becomes us 
to. remove it with all fpeed : fetting. our feal to • 
the noble maxim, which-Dr. Price advances after 
Lord Chatham ; ReElitudc is dignity* Oppryfibn' 
$nly is meannefs ; and jufiic'e 9 honour, 

RigLtcoufnefs ■ 
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ghtetufnefs exallfth a nation, fays the wife man, 
?ti is a reproach to any people, and may prove 
ruin of the molt powerful empire. Violence 
ught on the deluge. Luxury overthrew Sodom, 
jel ufuage of the Ifraelites deftroyed Kgypt. 
mplete wickednefs caufed the extirpation of the 
manites. Imperioufnefs, and an abufe of the 
wer of taxation, rent ten tribes from the king- 
mof Judah. Pride funk Babylon. Nineveh 
id Jerufalem, by timely repentance, once rever- 
d their awful doom ; but returning to their for- 
mer (ins, they fhared at laft the fate of all the 
**tes, which have Jilled up the meafure of their tm- 
luities.— And have we taken fo few frrides to- 
wards that awful period, as to render national re- 
pentance need lefs- in this day of trouble ? By fo- 
menting contentions and wars among the natives 
of Africa, in order to buy the priloners whom 
they take from each other ; have not fome of our 
countrymen turned- Africa into a field of bibod ?' 
Do not the light of myriads of innocent negroes- 
unjuftly tranfported from their native country to- 
the Britiih dominions, call night and day for- 
vengeance upon us ; whilft their groans upbraid- 
the hypocritical friends of liberty, who buy, anct 
fell, and whip their fellow men as if they were- 
brutes ; and abfurdly complain that they are en- 
flaved, when it is they themfclves, who deal in 
the liberties and bodies of men, as graziers do in: 
the liberties and. bodies of oxen* ? 

And is what I beg leave to call, our Nabob-trade • 
in the £ajt 9 more confident with humanity, than 
our flave- trade in the South and Wejt f* Who can 
tell how many myriads of men have been cut off 
in the Eaft Indies by famine or -wars, which had" 
their rife from- the* ambition, "covet oufnefs, and 
cruelty of fome of our countrymen ?' And if no 
vindictive notice has been taken of thefe barba- 
rous and bloody fcenes, has not the nation made 
them in fome degree her, own ?■ And does not 
that innocent blood, the price of which has been 

imported 
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imported with impunity, and n 
through the kingdom to feed our 
not all that blood, I fay, fpeak lo 
gcance again ft: us, than the blooc 
again It his murderous brother ?— 
of the nation, fays Dr. Price, has fl 
enormities : Will the jufticc of h 
—-No : but it flill patiently waits 
mation ; nor will it, I hope, wait 
if it does, the fufpended blow will 
feend with redoubled force, and 
aggravated ruin. For God will be 
impenitent nations : He has one 
and for individuals : Except the 
Chrift himfelf, they Jhall all liktmf 
Let our devotion be improved by 
controverfy, as well as our moraL 
41 fcoffing *t religion," as Dr. Price ( 
us honour the piety of the Colon ii 
leaft, as their religious profeflions ; 
fincere, and fcriptural, let them pi 
rational concern for the glory of ( 
eternal interefts. Were we to con 
American Colonies for fupremacy i 
devotion, how noble would be th< 
worthy of a -proteftant kingdom, a 
country ! And does not political wi 
as brotherly love, require us to dc 
order to root up their inveterate pie 
us and our church ? Have we forgot 
of the fir ft Colonifts c rolled the Atl 
lcience' fake ; feeking in the wood 
fome, a (belter againft our once p< 
rarchy ; and others, a refuge from o 
prophanenefs ? And does not their 
upon us in the fame odious light, 
Price places us ? Do they not abhor 
as impious, immoral men, " enervat 
~>men, with whom it is dangerous 
ted, and who " may expcB calami 
recover to rcJU&ion" [perhaps to di\ 
beytints and Atheijis" theralclves ? 
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And is it only for God's fake, for the fake of 
Our own fouls, and for the fake of the Colonifts, 
that we fhould look to our conduft and chriftian 
profeflion ? Are there not multitudes of rafh re- 
ligionifts in the kingdom, who fuppofe that all 
the praying people in England are for the Ame- 
ricans, and who warmly efpoufe their part, mere- 
ly becaufe they are told, that the Colonifts "fa/t 
and pray while " we forget every thing ferious and 
dccenty" and becaufe prejudiced teachers confident- 
ly afk, with Dr. Price, <fi Which fide is providence 
likely to favour ?" — Would to God all our legi- 
flators felt the weight of this objection, which can 
as eafily mffiead moral and religious people in the 
prefent age, as it did in the laft J Would to God 
they exerted thetnfelves in fuch a manner, that 
all unprejudiced men might fee, the king and par- 
liament have " the better men, as well as the 
better caufe !" Would to God, that by timely re- 
formation, and folemn addrefles to the throne of 
grace, we might convince Dr. Price and all the 
Americans, that in fubmitting to the Britifh legi- 
flature, they will not lubmit to libertinifm and 
atheifm; but to a venerable body of virtuous and 
godly fenators, who know that the firft care of 
Sodf'-f representatives on earth — the principal ftudy 
of political gods, fhould be to promote God's fear 
by fetting a good example before the people com* 
mitted to their charge, and by fteadily enforcing 
the obfervance of the moral law !' 

I need not tell you, Sir, what cfFeci this would 
have upon our pious American brethren. You 
feel it in your own bread. The bare idea of fuch 
a reformation foftens your prejudices. Were 
it to take place, it would overcome Dr. Price him- 
felf. Pious joy would fct him upon writing as 
warmly for the government, as he has done again ft 
it ; and in the midft. of his deep repentance for 
the dangerous errors he has ^ublimed, Jie would 
have the confolation to think, that one of his 
observations has done more good, than all his fo- 
phifms have done mifchicf. Thefe are lorno of 
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the reflexions, which Dr. Price's religious ; 
mcnt has drawn from my pen, and which I c 
not but i'oinc of our Governors have already ] 
by the help of that wifdom, which prompts 
to improve our former calamities, and to i 
what may promote our happinefs in church 
flatc/ 



I am, &c. 
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Rev. Si& 9 

CHRISTIANS arc, in a fpecial manner, debt-"' 
ors to all mankind. I owe love to all my 
fellow-fubjetts, as well as loyalty to the king and J 
duty to the parliament : and my love to our Ame* 
rican Colonies, as well as my regard for equity, 
obliges me to fay what' can rtafonahly be faid on 4 
their behalf ; that prejudice, on both fides, may 
give place to christian forbearance and conciliator jrj 
xindnefs, 

I hope, Sir, you are, by this time, convinced 
that the American revolt isabfolutely unjuftifiable ; 
and that the king and parliament have an indubi- 
table right proportionably to tax the Colonifts, as 
well as the Englifh ; although the Colon ids are 
not direBly and adequately represented in parlia- 
ment, any more than multitudes of Britons who 
live abroad, and millions who refide in Great 
Britain, And now, Sir, I candidly allow, that, 
although the Colonifts cannot without abfurdity 
infill on an equal reprefentation, yet they may 
.humbly requeft to be particularly reprefented in 
the Britilh legiflature ; and that, although ftritt 
juftice does not oblige Great Britain to grant them, 
fuch a re que ft ; yet parental wifdom, and bro- 
therly condefcenuon, require her to grant fome- 
thing to the notion, that a dirett representation in 
parliament is inseparably connected with civil li- 
berty. This notion, I confefs, is irrational, 
uiuxriptural, and unconftitutional ; But it is a 
L prevailing 



prevailing notion ; and if we look at it in one 
point of view, it feems to wear the badge of Bri- 
iijh liberty, and therefore has lome claim to the 
indulgence of Britons. 

Permit me to illuflrate my meaning by a fcrip- 
• tural fimile. Through a ftrong national preju- 
.dice, the Jews who had embraced chriftiamty 
fancied, that no man could be a true chriftian 
without being circumcifed ; and they fupportcd 
their aflcrtion by God's politive command to the 
Father of the faithful,— a command this, which 
Chrifl had not exprefly repealed, and to which 
}ie and his dticiples had religioufly fubmitted. 
The apoflles faw that the chrifhanized Jews were 
under a capital miflake. NevertheJefs t incon- 
clcicenfion to human weaknefs and national pre- 
judice] they allowed them to circumcife their 

. children ; and Paul himfelf, though he deteded 
their error, yielded to them fo far as to have his 

t -convert Timothy circumcifed. I grant that a 
dirctt and adequate rcprefentation in parliament ii 
no more eflential to Britifh liberty, than circum- 
.cifion to true chriflianity. But, as the governors 
of the chriftian church made fome conceffions 
to Jcwifh weaknefs ; might not alfo the governors 
of the Britifh empire make fome to American 
prejudice; efpccially confidering, that it will be 
as difficult for them peaceably to rule the Ame- 
ricans without fucb an a& of condefcenfion ; as 
it would have been for the apoflles to govern 

.the Jews, without the abotc mentioned com- 
plailance ? 

Befidcs, in fome cafes, conflitutional and uncon- 
flitutional taxation may border fo nearly upon 
each other, that the mofl judicious politicians 
will be as much at alofs to draw the line between 
them, as the mofl fkilful painter would be to 
draw the line between the primitive colours of t\\c 
rainbow. This bordering of a faint conflitutional 
privilege, upon an unconstitutional, abfoiute 
want of privilege, has deceived the Colonifts. 
As a man, who 40 paflionately fond of -flaming 

crimfin, 
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n, takes, a faint red to be no red at all; 
avc pronounced that to be no reprefenta- 
vhich is an indireEl reprcfentation difcernU 
all but the prejudiced. In their patriot 
they have fancied that the (hip of conftitu- 
iberty (truck on a rock, becaufc it did not 
b many fails as they imagined it fhouMl 
ay compare their millake to that of impa- 
[ufpicious paflcngcrs, who, when they 
11 their fortune with them on board a (hip 

to think, that (he does not move at alt 
: her motion is not fo rapid as they could 
and becaufe their anxious fears turn every 
y fee, into a privateer in chafe of their pro- 

This error deferves then companion, as 
s blame ; and will appear excufable to 
'ho know the immenfe value of liberty. 
lawgivers, who are peculiarly acquainted 
e worth of this jewel, can above all men 
ivourable conftru&ion upon the panick of 
le afraid of being enflaved. Depending 
re on their condefcenfion, I (hall prefume 

if now that the government has plainly 
, and powerfully fupportcd the juft claims 
it Britain, it might not fafcly relax a little 
nsof authority, and kindly condefcend to J 
s of the Colonics. And (hould the Ame- 
liew themfelvesy*//? * n indemnifying our 
merchants, penitent in laying down their 
id loyal in acknowledging the right, that 
Britain has to expect proportionable taxes 
em : might not the king and parliament 
emfelvesfo'/id, in granting them the privi- 
i fpecial reprcfentation in the Eritilh legi- 

or in palling an aft of fecurity, to fix juft 
to the power of parliamentary taxation ' 
fpect to the Americans to promife the 
s, that a proper allowance (hall always be 
lem for the fuperior commercial privi- 
Great Britain to afcertain, in an equi- 
inner, the quantum of that allowance ;— 
emove their dread of being disproportion- 
La ably 
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ably taxed, by the moft folcmn affuranc^s, that 
their taxes (hall always rife or fall in exa& pro- 
portion to our own, according to the plan laid 
down in p. 51 ? 

I would not carry matters fo far as to fay, with 
the poet, Summum jus jumma injuria * ; but might 
I not obferve that parental love, brotherly kind- 
nefs, and Britifh equity require, that fome conde- 
fcenfion be (hewn to the Colonifts ? Should not 
Britifh legiflators (hew themfelves gods, by imi- 
tating the Goo of Gods 9 

Who conquers all, beneath, above, 
Devils with force, and men with love ? 

Whil ft the Atlantic foams under the weight of 
the tranfports, which carry the troops Cent over 
to fubdue the revolted provinces, might not love 
fufpend the deftru&iVe ftroke, and conquer then 

without farther effufion of blood ? Is their 
hardnefs abfolutely defperate? Whrlft the fight 
of a force fo fu peri or to that, which epueiled them 
at Bunker's Hill, works upon their prudence ; 
and whilft fcriptural expostulations enlightens 
their confcienccs ; might not forae gracious and 
timely conceflipns work upon their gratitude, ex- 
cite their admiration, and regain their confidence ? 
O that you, Sir, and I could imitate thofe cou- 
rageous women, who when the Romans their huf- 
bands, and the Sabines their brothers, were going 
to engage, rufhed between the two armies, and 
fo wrought upon them by tender expostulations, 
that the fierce antagonists, inftead of plunging 
their fwords into each others' breads, fell upon 
each others' necks, and turned the field of kittle 
into a field of reconciliation / If an heathen country , 
faw the delightful fcene, might not a chriftian 
land behold it alfo ?— The pteafing thought 
, tranfports 



Might carried to the height^ is the height of iyuflict. 
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tranfports my mind :— My imagination warmed 
by the fond hope carries me beyond myfelf : — 
Methkiks I ruih between the parliament and 
the Congrefs, and after having pleaded the fo- 
vereign's caufe before the patriots, I plead that 
of the patriots before the lovcreign. Fancying 
myfeif at the foot of the throne, and feeing the 
King raifed on high above all the Britifh law- 
givers, on my bended knees, from the duft, with 
trembling awe, I prefent my bold, mediatorial 
plea. 

O King, live and reign in righteoufnefs for*' 
ever ! And ye, his Patrician and J Plebeian fena- 
tors, help him long to fwaythe fceptre withchrif-^ 
tian gentlenefs and Britifh fortitude ! As his 
faithful affeffors, and partakers with him of the 
leg illative power, firmly fupporton his royal head 
the ponderous crown, which gives him the do- 
minion over the Britifti iflands, half of the wcf-> 
tern world, and the whole aqueous globe! — OneTi 
of your adopted fubje&s, warmed with gratitude U 



■ f There is a fym metrical excellence in the Britifh conftitution, 
which efcapes ihe attention of many Briton*. I have obferved, 
that the capital buftnefs of the parliament is to keep the balance 
even between the king and the people ; that neither opprcflivc 
defpotifm, [or the tyranny of one,] nor mobbing anarchy, [or 
the tyranny of noany>} may prevail. I now add, that the two 
boufes of parliament are two mediatorial courts between the king 
and the people. The houfe of commons is compofed of fenatora 
chafed by the peoplt to be a check upon the king and his nobles ; 
and the houfe of lords it compofedof fenators chofen by the kings 
to be* check upon the people and their reprefentatives. Hence 
it appears, that the houfe of lords is peculiarly bound to maintain 
the prerogative of the crown, againft the encroachments of mobs 
and mobbing patriots; and thatit is the peculiar duty of the houfe 
of commons to maintain the privileges of the people, againft the, 
incroathments ofdefpots and defpotic minifteis. In the lad cen- 
tury the lords failing in their duty, the balance was bioken : The 
commons prevailed ; and the con r equence was what might natu- 
rally be expelhd : the houfe of lords was fet adde* the king be- 
headed, and the conftitution overthrown. This remarkable event 
fhouid teach our fenators the wifdom peculiarly nccciTa-y 16 a 
iaiihful drfcharge of theU high office. 

L. 3 * for 



for the religious and civil liberty, which he enjoys 
under your mild government; and deeply con- 
cerned for your glory and the prosperity of; your 
dominion?, intrudes into your awful prefence to 
intercede for his guilty brethren. If the Km oof 
kings, and Lord of lords, vouchfafes to receive 
his fervent addreffes to the throne of grace for 
you ; do not rejeft, O ye gods, his humble addrefo 
for your American Colonies. 

It is not my defign to extenuate their crime* 
-An ingenuous confeflion becomes a pro ft rate fup- 
plicant.— They have finned againft heaven and 
again ft you.— They have prepofteroufly charged 
you with robbery, when it was they themfelves 
who robbed * God, by keeping from his political 
reprefentatives, the realonable and legal taxes 
due to the fupreme power to a creative and pro- 
tective power that gave them birth, and raifed 
them from a ftate of infant weaknefs and want, 
. to youthful vigor and growing opulence. Their 
crime is complicate : They have openly encou-? 
raged the lawlefs mobs, which trampled upon 
your authority, and deftroyed the property of 
your loyal fubje£ts :— They have obftinately pro- 
tected felony and fedition ;-— They have audaci- 
oufly hindered the courfe of juftice :— Their Con* 
grefs has met to oppofe your claim of taxation in 
the capital of that very province, by the exprefs. 
terms of whofe charter they are folemnly bound, 
to pay you taxes.— «They have armed by fea and 
land to cut off your forces And, not fatisfied 
with afferting their aflumed fupremacy over the 



* I would not dare to ufe fuch an expreffion, if the fcripture 
did not bear me out. The Lord, fpeaking by the prophet Ma« 
Uehi, fays, Wiil a nan rob God ? Yet ye navt robbed mi. 
But ye jay, Wherein haue tve robbed thee f— Jn tithes* 
Mai. iii. 8. — I infer frem this anfwer, that if God accounts him- 
felf robbed, when tithes are detained from his priejis ; he does fo 
much more, when reafonable and legal taxes aie detained tram 
foverei£HS. 9 his primary reprefentatives, whom he call*, ait 
anointed^ a«d to whom he allows the title tfgock. 

revolted 
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revolted provinces, they have aimed at making, 
conqutfts They have coraplcated their guilt 
by a daring attempt to. annex yUur immenfe pro- 
vince of Canada, to the empire they have newly 
fct up*— And now, what can I lay in their behalf ? 
*»My grand plea, O ye iniulted powers, is taken 
from yourfelves. As your majefly is, fo is your mer- 
Cy.— Ye aie called chriftians by the name of tho 
mild Potentate, .who arc interceded for his mob* 
bing murderers. When they poured floods of 
contempt upon his royal head when they pier- 
ced his temples with thorns, his hands with nails., 
his heart with farcafms and when they prepared 
to pierce his fide with a ipear ; even then, he not 
only forgave them him (elf, but turned their ex- 
cufer and faid, Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do. The divine plea prevailed. It 
obtained an evangelical proclamation of pardon 
on the moft condelccnding terms. Where fin had. 
abounded, there grace did much more abound* 
Where rebellion had fet up her bloody banner, . 
there mercy gloried to ered her iupeiior ftandard. 
Jeriifalem, . ungrateful, hypocritical, rebellious 
Jerufalem Jerufalem, guilty of the murder o£ 
the King of kings Jerufalem, the ftill rebeU 
Hous and unrelenting city, was irft blefTed with 
the news of a free pardon ; and thoufands of re* 
lenting rebels fubnutted to the terms of the gra- 
cious proclamation* By this unexpected effort of 
mercy, the Lord of glory fuojugated thofe ftiff 
xcligionifts. Pardoning love effectually conquer- 
«d their ftubbornefs ; and a nation- of loyal fubjects 
mas not born in a day* 

And might ye not, O ye chriftian Rulers, imi- 
tate the Lord of glory, without proftituting your dig-v 
nity ?— Directed by the. example of oux meek 
Redeemer, might not thy mercy, O king, ifiuie 
out a proclamation of pardon, upon fuch, terms as 
might raife the ailonifbment of an Adams and: a 
Washington ? Are Lee and Hancock, fiercer againft 
th«c, than Saul of Tarfus was againft his^ Saviour? 
Have they breathed out more threatnirig* and 

{laughter 
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daughter than that enthufiaftic zealot, who, not 
fatisfied with his perfonal contempt of the Lord 
of lords, compelled others t6 blafpheme him, and 
perfecuted to death thofe who would not ? Ne- 
verthelefs, when he fell to the ground, mercy 
raifed him up, not only to the dignity of a chrif^ 
tian, but to that of an Apofile : And the fervice 
which he did the church in that high office, far 
exceeded the injury he had done her by his 
bloody enthufiafm. Could ye not, O ye chriftian 
Legiflators, try the fame fuccefsful method with 
your American fubjc&s ? If Mercy alone woul4 
make them infolent ; and if Power alone would 
make them defperate ; could not power and mer- 
cy combined by your wifdom, effectually difarra 
them, and for ever attach them to your Heady and 
mild government ? 

Nor will you by this means overcome the Ame- 
ricans alone. You will alfo difarm the minority 
of your refpe&able body, and their numerous 
partifans in the kingdom. When we are wrong- 
fully accufed of intending things we never thought 
of, does not prudence call upon us to remove the 
very appearances, by which the charge feems fup- 
ported ? And how can thefe appearances be fully 
removed in the prefertf cafe, otherwife than by 
granting your American fubjefts the privilege of 
fome direct reprcfentation, together with fome Jecuru 
ty y that the taxes laid upon them {hall always 
bear an equitable proportion to the taxes laid 
upon your Britifh lubje&s ? 

Might I not alfo prefume to aik, if all the grie- 
vances they complain of are imaginary, and if no 
needlefs provocation has been given, them by fome 
of our countrymen, and no fecrel encouragement by 
others ? Befides, are ye not divided among 
yourfelvesP And if ye have taught them the un- 
happy art of rifing againft you, by rifmg again ft 
each other, fhould ye not pity them ? And 
{hould ye not bear a little with their turbulency, 
fince you are obliged to bear/0 macA from thofe 
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of your own body, who openly countenance their 
rafh patriotifm ? 

Again : If ye are the political Parents of the 
Colonifts, are they not entitled to parental in- 
dulgence from you ? My Lord the King is as an 
angel of God, to difcem good and bad : He knows, 
and ye, his legiflative affeflbrs, know, that 
political, as well as religious enthtifiafm is a fever 
of -the mind, which throws thofe, who are 
attacked with it, into a temporary delirium ; and 
that, in the paroxyfm, heated religionifts and pa- 
triots, like delirious people, (ay and do a thou- 
fand things, of which they are afhamed when 
they come to themfelves again. If your own 
children were dangeroufly ill and light-headed, 
would ye not treat them with an indulgence fuita- 
ble to their deplorable cafe ? And would not 
natural affection concur with reafon, to make 
you overlook the petulence and wildnefs of their 
behaviour ? Ye will extend your mercy to your 
American fubje&s with double readinefs, if yc 
conftder, that they are not all guilty. A few 
warm men among them opened the flood-gates of 
patriotic licentioufnefs : and whilft the fierce and 
roaring torrent frightened myriads into a temporary 
compliance to revolt ; it carried away myriads 
more, before th,ey knew what they were about. 
Nor have they perhaps had it yet in their power 
to recollect themfelves. Vouchfafe then to (hew 
yourfelves their tender phyfeians, as well as their 
indulgent parents ; nor heal their moral fever by 
burning corrofives, fo long as there is the leaft 
profpeft of doing it by cooling applications. If 
chriltianity commands us to reft ore in the fpirit of 
meeknefs thofe that are fallen, to become weak to the 
' zueak, yea, to became all things to all men, that by all 
means we may gain and fave fome ; be abundantly 
condescending to your American people, that 
you may fave thoufands of precious lives, prevent 
the devaluation of your own dominions, and difap* 
point your enemies, who flatter themfelves, that 
when Crew Britain andYrci 
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exhaufted their ftrength in a deftru&ive war, 
the Britiih empire, or fome part of it; will 
become an eafy prey to their greedy and watchful 
. ambition. 

But I peculiarly addrefs thee, Thou majeftic 
Head, and executive Hand of the legiflative power. 
By thy fteadinefs thou haft (hewn thyfelf a 
King worthy of commanding a people, who dif- 
play lions in their ftandards. And now like 
Mejfiah, the Prince, like the generous Lion of the 
tribe ojjudah, vouchfafe to (hew thyfelf the Prince 
of peace. Let all the earth know, that thou art a 
reprefentative of the God of all grace, and of the 
Lamb that taketh away the Jin of the world. . Is not 
the right of (hewing mercy to the condemned, the 
nobleft of all thy royal preiogatives, and the 
brightefl jewel of thy imperial crown ? Oh ! let 
that jewel fliine in this cloudy day, and it will 
reflect the light of the fun of righteoufnffs acrofsthe 
Atlantic, and chear the weftern world* The 
proclamation of a general pardon, accompanied 
by the grant of a direft representation, and of a 
fccurity for the equitable proportion, which their 
taxes fhall always bear to ours fuch a procla- 
mation, I fay, enforced by the found of thy trum- 
pets, the roar of thy cannons, the fight of thy 
. fleets, ana the terror of thy armies, will fliew, 
that thou art eminently qualified to reign over a 
brave and free people. Thou mayeft thus be 
merciful without weaknefs. A Lee and a Wafhing- 
ton are refolute enough to Hand for a time the 
fhock of thy forces ; An Adams and an Hancock 
are obftinate enough to bury themfelves in the 
ruins of their country : But, refolute and obfti- 
nate as they are, thy mercy confounds — thine 
indulgence difarmsthem. — Tha paroxifm is over. 
—Candor and loyalty return together. Thy 
fiery heroes come back to fober hcroifm ; and the 
rafh patriots, to true patriotifm.— Thy royal mer- 
»cy has melted them into tears.— With fhame they 
£x their weeping eyes to the ground ; with ad- 
miration they lift them ^ to Yn^sxu— 
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claim the hononr of bringing in perfon the refli- 
tution-money, thou infiftcft upon for thy in- 
jured fubjects.— They hafte to throw themfelves 
at the feet of a Sovereign, who knows how to 
protect, conquer, and pardon. My imagi nation ~V 
fees them crofs the Atlantic : They enter your B 
^ates -They throw American f words at your II 
feet :— They afk pardon for themfelves, and the fL 

fuilty people they reprefent:— They kifs the royal fT 
and, which has averted their impending ruin, \\ 
and pour out their grateful fouls in fuch words as \) 
ihefe. 

" Merciful and Great King, and Ye, his 
legiflative aifeflbrs, permit us to dtftinguifti our- 
felves by our penitential return, as we once did 
1>y our ralh revolt. With feelings proportionable 
io the fenfe wc have of our guilt, of the king's 
mercy, and the parliament condefcenfion, we la- 
ment our mifapprehenfions ; and deploring the 
bloodfhed which they have caufed, we acknow- 
ledge that we owe you the reafonable taxes due to 
"the fupreme, protecting power, by the confent of 
all civilized nations and by the exprefs com- 
mand of God ; and fince you condefcend to grant 
us the privilege of a (hare in your legiflature, we 
will not only religioufly, but chearfuJy, pay them 
for the time to come. In the mean while, we 
refund at your feet fums equivalent to the goods, 
which our rafh citizens buried in the fea ; and 
we own it is juft, that we Ihould, in due propor- 
tion, help to difcharge the national debt, which 
has been in part contracted for our protection, and 
which our unhappy revolt has of late fo greatly 
increafed. Made wifer by our misfortunes, and 
taught both to revere and love our mother-coun- 
try, we (hall, at every proper opportunity, ex- 
prefs our grateful fenfe of her parental regard*, 
wc are indeed feparated by the Atlantic ocean7 
which we lately looked upon as a boundary tci 
your dominions, a vaft moat to keep us afunderi 
and a watery rampart to defend our continent 
againft your incurfions : But now our views are 
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changed, and we confider that wide fe 
magnificent channel, which divine pro* 
feems to have prepared*J|o facilitate our fi 
and commercial intercoq(§& 5— to enrich < 
)' fpe&ive countries with the treafures of the < 
. new world to make us live in a con flan 
a cife of the art of navigation,— and enable 
this means, powerfully to fupport the 
claims to the empire of the fea.— Such a 
pleating thoughts we have of our happy re- 
. May they .appear equally delightful to all 
wifh well to the Britifti empire ! And m; 
poifonous breath of dificord, more dangerou 
all the ftorms of the Atlantic, never brei 
fweet calm, which royal mercy and parlian* 
condefcenfion have refto^od to our difi 
provinces \ n 

« Takb «p your fwords, ye brave, tl 
rafh, patriots, replies the Shaxiiu . 
courage and love of liberty entitle you t 
honour of receiving them again, on con 
that you beat them into plowfhares, or ufe 
only againft our common enemies. It is ti 
—fee that it be the loft time, they are ftainec 
Britifh blood, and lifted up againft the h 
that gave you fuck. And as the world fee 
political and military leaders of the Colon; 
the Coot of the Throne, and of a Britifh fe 
the world fhall fee, that the king and parlk 
•can npt only 

Parcere fubje&is, et debellare Fuperbos 

but that they know how to conquer th< 
nerous friends of liberty, by generous ai 
condefcending love. Rife, ye millaken fo 

f liberty,— -rife to demon (Irate, that, as we 
fight like Britains, fo we czn forgive as chrifi 
and indulge as brethren. Take feats among 
tifh Senators, and particularly reprefent 
American Provinces* But beware or confid 
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lis privilege as a bribe be (lowed by a timorous 
iminilltation, — much lefs as a reward for your . 
i(h revolt* Though we make allowances fot\ 
our mi flakes, and pat a favourable conftru&ion U 
ipon your intentions, we abhoi and bear our fo- f 
emn teflimony again ft your proceedings. But ( 
he mantle of royal mercy, and of your repen- £ 
ance having covered all, we (hall not upbraid u 
ou with antichriilian principles, and bloody V 
:enes, which we wifli buried in eternal oblivion,/ 
F we grant you fome feats in the houfeof Com- 
tons, it is only to remove your jealouftes by a 
widefcenfion, which becomes a mother-country 
^d a mild government ; and to regain the filial 
Dnfidcncc of our American Colonies by permit- 
ng the men, who have been mod prejudiced 
*ainft us, to be eye witneffes of our firm attach- 
tent to the conflitution, of our impartial zeal for 
le dignity of the crown, of our guardian care for 
ie conftitutional liberty of the people, and of 
lr prudent endeavours to fecure the due obc- 
ience of the Briti(h fubje&s." 
" The wound which the demon of Difcord has*t 
ven to our union, cannot be perfectly healed D 
at by an amputation or a cqnfolidation. The V 
inner expedient is inconfiflent with our mutual K 
re&ion, and our common intereft : But the latter J) 
perfectly agreeable to both. And our con fan- 
jinity loudly demands that it fhould be preferred, 
elp us then to confolidate the lacerated parts of 
ie Britifh empire. Let our filial gratitude meet 
ir paternal condefcenfion half way : So ftiall 
tconciling love caft the bridge of union acrofs 
ie Atlantic, and firmly join our happy ifland 
ith your fortunate continent: And may genuine, 
.ber, fcriptural patriotifm, like an adamantine 
:y, for ever bind the Tolid arch ! May one 
ood— one language— one conflitution— one re- 
gion — one king— one fupreme legiflature— one ' 
mporal and eternal intereft, combine to make 
; one flouriftring empire} till the kingdom of 
M God 
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God fwallow up all other kingdoms ! Nor let it 
inlaid any more, 

Audiet cxves acuifle ferrum, 
Quo graves Turcec melius pcrirent ; 
Audiet pugnas, vitio parentum 
Rara juv«ntus."+ 

Whilft the Speaker concludes this patriotic 
"fpeech, my imagination returns from her p leaf- 
ing excursion. The awful, parliamentary fcene 
vaniihes " like the bafelefs fabric of a virion," 
But " a wreck is left behind Hints of a 
^ftriptural method of reconciliation are humbly 
fug&eiled ; and you have fome expreflions of my 
-cordial concern for the glory of our Sove- 
reign, and the fatisfa&ion of our American 
fellQW-rfubjefts, to whom, as well as to Dr. 
Price and yourfelf, I fincerely wi(h all the fweets 
of Chriftian and Britifli liberty, without any 
of the bitters of religious and -civil licentiouf- 
xiefs. Of making many books, fays Solomon, there 
is no end. JLet us then hear the conclufion of the 
whole matter : Fear God and keep his Commandments? 
for. this is the whole duty of man. — Or, if you prefer 
St, Peter's words, tear God and honour the King % 
for . (his is the (urn of the two tables of Chrifi's 
law. That, inftead of breaking one of thefo 
tables under pretence of keeping the other, 
<v*e may always agree to pay a chearful obedience 
to both, is the final and higheft wi(h of, 

Rev. Sir, 
Your obedient fervant in a gofpel, 
which neither makes void the 
law thro' faith, nor fuperfedes 
loyalty thro' liberty, 

J- F. 



+ Our pofierity thinned by our civil wars, will hear of our 
culpable contentions, and will lament our having turned againft 
.each other thofe fwordt, which fiiould never hive been draw* 
itutsffkinfl oar common cntxsuci* 
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IH A V E obfcrved, p- 48-, that the fpecis* 
of pat riot ifm which I oppofe, is a vicious 
temper " compounded of one or more of the fol- 
lowing ingredients ; prejudice, ignorance, aon-g 
ceit, pride, ambition, refra&orincfs, &c." As* 
you may think Sir, that this defcription is too' 
fevcre, I beg leave to fupport it by the account 
that an honeli. inhabitant o£ Pcnnfyhania [who 
is eye-witnefs to the workings of American pa- 
triotifm] gives his friend* in England, of what 
you call American liberty, and what I- beg leave 
to call American tyranny* As I can depend 
on his veracity, I prcfent you with the following 
extract from his anginal letter, which is now be- 
fore me.. 

" March tt r 1776.—- Letters arc not fmugglcd. 
iencc with little difficulty and rifque, as every 
thing we write may be infpecled by the jaundiced 
eye of men, who jefuitically con ft rue the mod 
guarded words of Engfijfimen inimical to America : 
deterring examples of which are not wanting.-—* 
With pretence of obtaining privileges, the inha- 
bitants of this country lofe the enjoyment of their 
privileges. Under mafk. of liberty, and cjy of 
grievances, a fet of ambitious men and defigning 
demagogues vcigled" fgotj " themfelves in power* 
which they unwarrantably exerexfed in abo- 
lifliing law, juftice, the freedom of the profs, 
fpeech, and aciion ; — in feizing all the channels 
of intelligence in publiftiing and inculcating 
the mod (hocking, wicked, and malicious 
f&lfhoods.— By fpecious pretexts, artful difllmu- 
lUtiarr, and ob ft mate efforts, thei'e enemies to 
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truth, affronters of juflice, and violaters oflaw^ 
have not only poifoned and inflamed the minds oq| 
the people : but have influenced them fo far as tc^ 
take and pafs current 4 by 3 inches of printe^ 
brown paper for no lefs than fix guineas ; by all 
thefc means leading the duped inftruinents of their 
ambition, with monftjrous firides, towards their 
own and country's ruin," 

(T 4i Had I a hundred mouths, a hundred tongues, 
y A voice of brafs, and adamantine lungs ; I 

Not half the mighty fcene could I difclofe, 
U Repeat their crimes, or count our matchlefs 
woes." 

" I aflcrt thefe naked and glaring truths, 
with a confidence which cannot be fhaken, &c." 

Our letter-writer after obferving, that the com- 
pliance of the majority " to fuch tyranny" is but 
paflive ; M and that the proportion of thofe, who 
take an a&ivepart in it, is «« about one in t£n6f 
the whole community," adds what- follows : 

To fee men of reputed fenfe, fome by their 
- paflive, and others by i their aftive conduct, ma- 
'nifefting fuch ignorance and blindnefs to the true 
intereft of them (elves, their country, and poftcri- 
ty, makes me think at times, 

Perhaps he whofe hand the Kghtning forms, 
1 Who heaves old Ocean, and who wings the- 
florms, 

W Pours fierce ambition into Ih^ncock's mind ; 
W Or turns young Adams loofe, to fcourge man- 
kind," 

€t and permit irreligious Britons to plunge them- 
felves jnto difficulties, both to chaftife them for,, 
and turn them from, the evil of their doings." 

The letter-writer, after wifhing that " the. 
councils on both fides may be bleffed with that 

wildcujj 
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wifdom and moderation, which may bcprodu&ive 
°f a permanent union, fo neceflary to the welfare 
of both countries," adds in a pottfeript : "I en- 
dofe this in a bottle of Cream of Tartar directed 
toapaflenger on board, in hope that having oc- 
ftfion to.ul'e it, this might be found, and thereby 
cfcapc." 

Had I feen this American account of American 
patriotifm, before I fent my lafl letter to the prin- 
ter ; 1 would have pleaded lefs earncllly for fame 
of the patriots than I have done. But I do not 
ilop the prefs, becaufe condcfccnfion is the fafer 
extreme ; and becaufe experience teaches Eng- 
land, that American patriots do their coun- 
ry lefs m-ifchief iit the manfion-houfe, and in 
he parliament, than in the tower and in a com- 
non jail. 

Permit me, Sir, to conclude by a remark upon 
he character, which the Monthly Reviewers give 
ne in their lad Review. They call me " a mere 
'acheverd : a preacher of thofe flavifh and juflly 
xploded jacobitical doctrines, for which the me- 
mory of Sachtvtrd and his abettors will ever be 
icld in equal contempt and abhorrence by every 
rue friend of the liberties of mankind V* I 
bould be truly forry if I deferved fo fevere a cen- 
ure : I hope that the Reviewers have paflcd it 
vitli a degree of precipitation. Pofhbly they did % 
ot read fo far in my Vindication as page 63, &c* 
r even p. 40, where I begin to guard my doc- 
rine againft the Jacobitical tenets of defpoti f:n. 
houldmy Ajntrican Patriotifm reach thofe gen- 
cmen, and fhould they give thcmfelves the 
-ouble to turn to ps^ges 8, 14, 17 37, 38, 59, 61, 
3> 65, vhere I continue to guard Britifti liberty 
gainft the encroachments of arbitrary power, I 
atter myfelf that they will fee, I am no more 

a mere Sachcverel" than X am a mere Price. Dr.. 
ickeyerd ran as fiercely into the high monarckial 
ctreme, as Dr. Price does into the high republican. 
ctreme. I have endeavoured to keep at an 
jual diftance from their oppofite mi Makes, by 
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contending only for the juft medium, which the 
holy fcriptures and our excellent conftitution 
point out ; and I hope my unprejudiced readers 
will do me the juftice to confels, that, if I have 
milled the mark of moderation, art which I fin- 
cerely aim, I have not miffed it \ toto calo~\ by go- 
ing full eafl with Dr. Sacheverel, any more than 
b'y going full weft with Dr. Price. What has 
poflibly miflcd the Reviewers, is their not con- 
«dertng, that my withftanding an opponent, who 
impttuoufly throws himfeif into the levelling ex- 
treme of Dr. Price, obliges me principally to op- 
pofc this extreme. If Dr. Sacheverel were alive, 
and his erroneous, enthufiaftical, mobbing poli- 
ticks endangered the public tranquility, asthepa- 
triotifm of Mr. Exmns and Dr. Price does at pre- 
fent ; I would oppofe the high churchman, as much 
ars I now do the two high dijfenters. Before we 

r abfo1utely condemn an author, we fhould, I think 
conficfer what extreme times and circumjtanccs calL 
him chiejly to guard againft. But party-men fel- 
3om do this : and it is well if, after all, bigot- 
ted anti- Americans do not blame fome parts of this 
publication, as much as Americans will blame other 
parts. Moderation has not many friends whilft 
the fpirit of contention runs high ; but, like 
wifdom fhe it juftijied of her children, and will 
in time win fome of her oppofers. 

When the Reviewers have given me the charac- 
ter of a " mere Sacheverel" we may naturally ex- 
pe&, to fee them recommend your performance as 
much as they decry mine : accordingly they fay, 
t6 Mr. Evans is a lively and fenfibie advocate fox 
trje freedom of the Colonies, a fpirited controver- 
tift, Sec. — In letter iii. Mr. F's reafons from fcrip* 
ture are {hewn to be in confident, abfurd, and to- 
tally inconclufive.'^To (hew how ftrongly the 

judgement of ingenious, critics may be biaifed by 
prejudice, I need only refer our readers to p. 12, 
&'c. where I produce, the lively and fcniiblc" 
arguments, by which you attempt to prove, that 

rtyfcripturc'do&rinc o£ taxation. \* "ibtut^ 

" THE END* 



